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This guide was developed in an effort to provide answers to frequently asked questions about how to place a local measure on the ballot. It is for general information only and does not have the force and effect of law, regulation, or rule. In case of conflict, the law, regulation, or rule applies.

This handbook may not answer all questions. Please consult with a legal advisor for more detailed information. 

Persons using this guide bear full responsibility to make their own determinations as to all legal standards and duties.

Rev. March 2024
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All elections require extensive planning and preparation—you must know who’s eligible to vote, how to create and deliver ballots to voters, how to report results, and all steps in between. But before you can know how to administer an election, an election must be called (sometimes also referred to as a proclamation). That means that you must establish the election date so that you can plan (it also helps voters make a plan to vote).
The California Elections Code provides specific guidelines on when an election may be called, with some important exceptions. This reference guide should help special districts, school districts, and municipalities understand when an election may be called in Nevada County. 
[bookmark: _Toc161926753]Established Election Dates
The established election dates are as follows:[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Elec. Code § 1000] 

(a) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in March of each even-numbered year that is evenly divisible by four.
(b) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in March of each odd-numbered year.
(c) The second Tuesday of April in each even-numbered year.
(d) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in June in each even-numbered year that is not evenly divisible by four.
(e) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of each year.
[bookmark: _Toc161926754]Statewide Election Dates
The following are statewide elections and their dates are statewide election dates:[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Elec. Code § 1001; see also §§ 1200-1202] 

(a) An election held in November of an even-numbered year.
(b) An election held in June of an even-numbered year that is not evenly divisible by four and in March of each even-numbered year that is evenly divisible by four.
[bookmark: _Toc161926755]State, County, Municipal, District, School Election Dates
Except as provided in Section 1003, notwithstanding any other provisions of law, all state, county, municipal, district, and school district elections shall be held on an established election date.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Elec. Code § 1002] 




[bookmark: _Toc161926756]Established Mail Ballot Election Dates
The established mailed ballot election dates are as follows:[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Elec. Code § 1500] 

(a) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in May of each year.
(b) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in March of each even-numbered year.
(c) The last Tuesday in August of each year
[bookmark: _Toc161926757]Elections are Held on Tuesdays
No election shall be held on any day other than a Tuesday, nor shall any election be held on the day before, the day of, or the day after, a state holiday.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Elec. Code § 1100] 
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Any of the following circumstances are exceptions to established election dates:[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Elec. Code § 1003] 

(a) Any special election called by the Governor.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  The State Legislature also has the authority to enact statutes calling elections. Cal. Const. Art. IV § 8(c)(3).] 

(b) Elections held in chartered cities or chartered counties in which the charter provisions are inconsistent with this chapter.
(c) School governing board elections consolidated pursuant to Section 1302.2 or initiated by petition pursuant to Section 5091 of the Education Code.
(d) Elections of any kind required or permitted to be held by a school district located in a chartered city or county when the election is consolidated with a regular city or county election held in a jurisdiction that includes 95 percent or more of the school district's population.
(e) County, municipal, district, and school district initiative, referendum, or recall elections.
(f) Any election conducted solely by mailed ballot pursuant to Division 4 (commencing with Section 4000).
(g) Elections held pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 15100) of Chapter 1, or pursuant to Article 4 (commencing with Section 15340) of Chapter 2 of, Part 10 of the Education Code.



Here is some additional context that may help jurisdictions understand the exceptions outlined in Section 1003:
Charter Jurisdictions: Elections called by chartered counties or cities may contain provisions that provide for other election dates. School districts may also consolidate with these elections in chartered jurisdictions if 95 percent or more of the school district population is contained within it.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Elec. Code §§ 1003, 1302.2. Elections Code Section 1302.2 further allows all component districts of a high school or community college district to consolidate. However, unlike Section 1003, Section 1302.2 makes no reference to the percentage of school territory the city must contain in order to consolidate – it simply calls for inclusion of “territory that is in part the same as the chartered city.”] 

Petitions Calling for Election of School Trustee: If a petition is circulated in response to a vacancy that contains a sufficient number of signatures calling for a special election, the County Superintendent of Schools is required to call an election no sooner than 125 days and no later than the 88 days following the order of an election. However, if a regularly scheduled election occurs within 180 days after the issuance of the order for an election, then the County Superintendent of Schools may request consolidation with the regularly scheduled election.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Educ. Code § 5091] 

Initiative, Referendum, and Recall: Elections held as a result of an initiative, referendum, or recall for any jurisdiction where the additional threshold of valid signatures were collected can force the question to an election date other than an established election date.
All Mail Ballot: Elections conducted solely by mailed ballot. Nevada County Elections administers elections under the Voter’s Choice Act. Please refer to the All Mail Ballot Elections section, below.
School Bonds – 2/3 vote: The school governing body or initiative petition can place a 2/3 vote school bond question on a ballot on any Tuesday. Such an election may not be held within 45 days before a statewide election or within 45 days after a statewide election unless conducted at the same time as the statewide election or on an established election date.[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  Educ. Code §§ 15100, 15101, 15340. Proposition 39 passed by voters in November 2000 authorized voters to pass certain school bond measures with 55% of the vote. Education Code Section 15266 was subsequently added by the Legislature (Ch. 44, 2000, AB 1908) to clarify that such elections would only be held on a regularly scheduled local or statewide election – NOT on any Tuesday.] 



	[bookmark: _Toc161926759]All Mail Ballot Elections


Some elections conducted by all mail are also exempt from calling elections on the established election dates. 
Readers should note that, because Nevada County conducts elections under the Voter’s Choice Act, that any elections conducted by the county must offer vote centers in addition to mailing all eligible voters ballots.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Elec. Code § 4005. Please note that the text of the Voter’s Choice Act (VCA) that defines elections and voting conduct for regular and special elections begins with “Notwithstanding Section 4000 or any other law…”. Nevada County Elections has interpreted this language to mean that Section 4000 does not apply to VCA counties where the county elections official is providing full election services. Please call our office with specific questions relevant to your upcoming special elections.] 

If you are a city or town clerk and choose to conduct your own election, you may choose to administer an all mail ballot election. Under Section 4000, a local, special, or consolidated election may be conducted wholly by mail provided that all of the following conditions apply:
(a) The governing body of the local agency authorizes the use of mailed ballots for the election.
(b) The election is held on an established mailed ballot election date pursuant to Section 1500.
(c) The election is one of the following:
(1) An election in which no more than 1,000 registered voters are eligible to participate.
(2) An election on a measure or measures restricted to (A) the imposition of special taxes, or (B) expenditure limitation overrides, or (C) both (A) and (B), in a city, county, or special district with 5,000 or less registered voters calculated as of the time of the last report of registration by the county elections official to the Secretary of State.
(3) An election on the issuance of a general obligation water bond in accordance with Section 12944.5 of the Water Code.
(4) An election of the Directors of the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District as authorized in Section 122 of Chapter 527 of the Statutes of 1977, known as the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District Law.
(5) An election of the Aliso Water Management Agency, or its affected member agencies, pursuant to Sections 13416 and 13417 of the Water Code.
(6) An election of the San Jacinto Mountain Area Water Study Agency pursuant to Sections 13416 and 13417 of the Water Code.
(7) An election of the San Lorenzo Valley Water District pursuant to Sections 13416 and 13417 of the Water Code.
(8) An election or assessment ballot proceeding required or authorized by Article XIII C or XIII D of the California Constitution. However, when an assessment ballot proceeding is conducted by mail pursuant to this section, the following rules apply:
(A) The proceeding shall be denominated an “assessment ballot proceeding” rather than an election.
(B) Ballots shall be denominated “assessment ballots.”
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Though regularly scheduled federal and statewide elections are set uniformly across the state, localities may conduct elections on slightly different timelines. Table 1 provides the election types and years for future election in Nevada County, by office. Table 2 provides expected dates and deadlines for expected upcoming elections.

[bookmark: _Toc161926761]Table 1. Scheduled Elections in Nevada County
	Jurisdiction
	Election Type
	Election Year

	President
	Primary & General
	2024, 2028, 2032

	Governor, Statewide, and State Legislative Offices
	Primary & General
	2026, 2030, 2034

	County District Attorney, Sheriff
	Primary (& General run-off if needed)[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Elec. Code § 1300] 

	2028, 2032, 2036

	Other County Elected Officials
	Primary (& General run-off if needed)[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Id.] 

	2026, 2030, 2034

	1st, 2nd and 5th Dist. Supervisors
	Primary (& General run-off if needed)
	2024, 2028, 2032

	3rd and 4th District Supervisors
	Primary (& General run-off if needed)
	2026, 2030, 2034

	Town of Truckee & Grass Valley
	General[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Elec. Code § 1301] 

	Even numbered years in November

	Nevada City
	General[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Id.] 

	Even numbered years in March or June

	School and Special Districts
	General
	Even numbered years in November
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	2024
	2026
	2028
	2030

	First Tuesday after First Monday in March, years evenly divisible by 4
	March 5, 2024
	N/A
	March 7, 2028
	N/A

	 
	E-125 Deadline
	11/1/2023
	
	11/3/2027
	

	 
	E-88 Deadline
	12/8/2023
	
	12/10/2027
	

	Second Tuesday in April even years
	April 9, 2024
	April 14, 2026
	April 11, 2028
	April 9, 2030

	 
	E-125 Deadline
	12/6/2023
	12/10/2025
	12/8/2027
	12/5/2029

	 
	E-88 Deadline
	1/12/2024
	1/16/2026
	1/14/2028
	1/11/2030

	First Tuesday after First Monday in June, years not evenly divisible by 4
	N/A
	June 2, 2026
	N/A
	June 4, 2030

	 
	E-125 Deadline
	
	1/28/2026
	
	1/30/2030

	 
	E-88 Deadline
	
	3/6/2026
	
	3/8/2030

	First Tuesday after First Monday in November, even years
	November 5, 2024
	November 3, 2026
	November 7, 2028
	November 5, 2030

	 
	E-125 Deadline
	7/3/2024
	7/1/2026
	7/5/2028
	7/3/2030

	 
	E-88 Deadline
	8/9/2024
	8/7/2026
	8/11/2028
	8/9/2030
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