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February 11, 2013 
 
Monica King, LEED AP 
Environmental Analyst 
RBF Consulting 
9755 Clairemont Mesa Blvd, Suite 100 
San Diego, CA 92124 
 
Re: Fire Service Questionnaire. 
 
Monica, 
 
I have attached the completed questionnaire that you sent to me. 
 
Feel free to call if I can be of further assistance. 
 
 
 
Terry McMahan 
Deputy Fire Marshal 
 
cc: Chiefs Ray and Turner 

http://www.nccfire.com/


 
FIRE SERVICE QUESTIONNAIRE 

NEVADA COUNTY HOUSING ELEMENT REZONE IMPLEMENTATION 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

 
1. Please indicate the name and location of the fire stations that serve the project 

area.  Also, indicate, the equipment, personnel and emergency medical services 
available at each station. 
 

• The Nevada County Consolidated Fire District works within a Joint 
Operations Area (JOA) in conjunction with the City of Grass Valley and 
the City of Nevada City. We jointly staff Station 1 located on Brighton 
Street within the City of Grass Valley and Station 54 located on 
Providence Mine Road in the City of Nevada City. Both stations are 
staffed with on of our employees and one City employee however we are 
three separate agencies. The Nevada County Consolidated Fire District 
also staffs the following stations:  

 
Station 84 10135 Coyote Street, Nevada City CA 95959. One Type I Fire 
Engine (structure engine), one Type III Fire Engine (wildland engine), one 
rescue truck mainly used for swift water rescue and low angle rescues and 
one Water Tender.  

 
Station 86 12337 Banner Lava Cap Road, Grass Valley CA 95945. One 
Type I Fire Engine and a Type IV Quick Attack also equipped with a 
snow plow. 

 
Station 88 14518 State Highway 49, Grass Valley CA 95949. One Type I 
Fire Engine and a Water Tender. This Station also houses our vehicle 
repair shop. 

 
Station 89 11833 Tammy Way, Grass Valley CA 95949. One Type I Fire 
Engine, one Type III Fire Engine and a Water Tender owned by the State 
of California. 

 
Additionally the Nevada County Consolidated Fire District has the 
following unstaffed stations: 

 
Station 80 13376 Quaker Hill Road, Nevada City CA 95959 

 
Station 81 16528 Pasquale Road, Nevada City CA 95959 

 
Station 82 18969 Scotts Flat Road, Nevada City CA 95959 

 
Station 83 14700 North Bloomfield Road, Nevada City CA 95959 

 



Station 90 10095 East Lime Kiln Road, Grass Valley CA 95949 
 

Station 91 (Administration Office) 11329 McCourtney Road, Grass Valley 
CA 95949 

 
Station 92 14811 McCourtney Road, Grass Valley CA 95949 

 
All staffed stations are staffed 24/7 with a minimum 2 paid personnel 
supplemented with Intern Firefighters. 

 
All firefighters must be trained to the Emergency Medical Technician I 
Basic Life Support Level. Most have specialty training including but not 
limited to swift water rescue, large animal rescue and low angle rescue. 

 
All equipment carries basic medical supplies along with an Automatic 
Heart Defibulator.  

 
Most Engines carry auto extrication equipment. 

 
The Joint Staffed Stations located within the two cities are similarly 
staffed and have a minimum of one Type I Fire Engine.  

 
The Administration Office Station 91 houses the Chief Officers and other 
Support Staff. The Grass Valley Fire Battalion Chief also has an office at 
this location. 

 
The Deputy Fire Marshals Office is currently located in Grass Valley City 
Hall located at 125 East Main Street, Grass Valley CA 95945. 

 
2. What is the average response time to areas within the project area? 
 

• The average response time into these areas is approximately 5 to 7 
minutes. 

 
3. Please indicate any assessment fees required for the project. 
 

• Since we are a consolidation of five separate fire districts our assessment 
fees vary by location and type of use.  

 
The area covering sites 4 thru 9 will range for light commercial which 
includes residential. Development fees range from $ .22 to $ .44 per 
square foot. Site 1, $ .28 to $ .72 and Site 2, $ .23 to $ .45. The lower 
figures in the listed areas would apply because Fire Sprinkler Systems 
would need to be installed in the buildings.   

 



Additional fees for plan review of site, fire sprinklers, alarm systems and 
meetings will be billed at an hourly rate. Our current rate is $ 50.00 per 
hour and is scheduled to be reviewed in the near future and most likely 
will increase. 

 
4. Is the current level of fire protection service provided adequate for the project 

area?  If the fire protection levels are not adequate, what would be required to 
provide an adequate level of service for the community (number and types of 
personnel or personnel hours, and resources required)? 

 
• The exact impact is unknown. 

 
5. Have the needs for fire protection services increased, decreased or remained the 

same during recent years?  If there have been changes, please provide information 
about those changes, including:  change in type of service request, amount of 
change in service needs, known causes of changes, and timeframe in which these 
changes occurred. 

 
• Increased due to an increasing homeless population, and an aging 

community. Our community has a large number of retirees living in the 
area and as they age we may see an increase in medical type responses. 
We have seen an increase in structure fire responses over the last several 
years. 

 
6. Do you anticipate the proposed project would result in the need for physical 

additions to your agency (i.e., construction of new fire stations)? 
 

• These areas will most likely be annexed into the City of Grass Valley and 
would have to be determined at a later date. 

 
7. Do you anticipate that required fees and taxes provided by the project will 

adequately mitigate the expected increase in fire and emergency medical service 
demand? 

 
• Unknown. 

 
8. Do you require or recommend any additional mitigation measures? 
 

• Unknown without further information. Standard conditions relating to 
construction and access would apply. This would include but not limited 
to available fire flow, traffic circulation and access and fuel modifications. 

  
9. Please indicate the present ISO rating of the site and any fire hazard impacts of 

the project (will the ISO rating remain the same)? 
    



• 4 within areas with a fire hydrant system and 8b in areas without fire 
hydrants. 

 
10. Is there any other relevant information regarding potential significant project 

impacts? 
 

• No at this time. As stated before, these areas will most likely be annexed 
into the City of Grass Valley. 



FIRE SERVICE QUESTIONNAIRE 
NEVADA COUNTY HOUSING ELEMENT REZONE IMPLEMENTATION 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
 
 
Please respond to the following questions on your agency letterhead and provide 
maps to illustrate facility locations, if applicable. 
 
 
1. Please indicate the name and location of the fire stations that serve the 

project area.  Also, indicate, the equipment, personnel and emergency 
medical services available at each station. 
Penn Valley Fire Protection District (PVFD) has three fire stations, 
two of which are staffed.  The closest to these projects is located at 
10513 Spenceville Road, near the intersection of Penn Valley Drive 
and Spenceville Road. 
The closest station has a fire engine, water tender and a medic unit 
and is staffed with a minimum of two qualified personnel.  The next 
closest station is located at Pleasant Valley Road and Lake 
Wildwood Drive and has a fire engine and a medic unit (along with a 
reserve engine) and is also staffed with a minimum of two personnel. 
PVFPD, in addition to the normal fire suppression services, provides 
advanced life support (paramedics) and transport units. 
 

 
2. What is the average response time to areas within the project area? 

The average travel time would be in the range of 1 minute to 4 
minutes, depending on which site (as shown on the map).  We 
usually allow 2-3 minutes for dispatch and reaction time. 

 
 

3. Please indicate any assessment fees required for the project. 
PVFPD has a fire impact fee on new development.  In addition to the 
property taxes, we have a Special Fire Suppression Benefit 
Assessment District and a Special Tax – Rescue.  The impact fee is a 
one-time fee. 

 
 
4. Is the current level of fire protection service provided adequate for the 

project area?  If the fire protection levels are not adequate, what would be 
required to provide an adequate level of service for the community 
(number and types of personnel or personnel hours, and resources 
required)? 
It is difficult to define adequate but with our resources and our 
automatic aid and mutual aid agreements with our neighboring 



emergency agencies we provide an average level of service when 
comparing to like areas and agencies. 

  
 
5. Have the needs for fire protection services increased, decreased or 

remained the same during recent years?  If there have been changes, 
please provide information about those changes, including:  change in 
type of service request, amount of change in service needs, known 
causes of changes, and timeframe in which these changes occurred. 
Our call volume increase each year by about 5% to 7%; revenue from 
property taxes have decreased each of the last three years and we 
think will be close to no change next year. 
As a rule, fire calls continue to decrease with new building code and 
fire code standards.  Our biggest change is the increases in requests 
for emergency medical services. 

 
 
6. Do you anticipate the proposed project would result in the need for 

physical additions to your agency (i.e., construction of new fire stations)? 
 Each new development brings us closer to additional fire stations, 

apparatus and equipment.  The impact fee is intended to cover that 
need.  Property taxes, Special Assessment Fee and the Special Tax 
are intended to allow us to maintain the current level of service. 

 
 

7. Do you anticipate that required fees and taxes provided by the project will 
adequately mitigate the expected increase in fire and emergency medical 
service demand? 

 Both our Special Benefit Assessment Fee and our Special Tax – 
Rescue include the opportunity for our District Board of Directors to 
adjust the fee based on changes to the Consumer Price Index (not to 
exceed 3% each year).  If and when our cost increase by more than 
the 3% allowed, revenues will not keep up with expenses.  

 
 
8. Do you require or recommend any additional mitigation measures? 

We would have to look at the plans to be able to answer this 
question.  We do have a Knox Box system.  Some of the areas on the 
map (13 for example) do not currently have a fixed water supply and 
depending on what you would like to build, that may be a 
requirement. 

 
9. Please indicate the present ISO rating of the site and any fire hazard 

impacts of the project (will the ISO rating remain the same)? 



 ISO just re-rated us a few months ago to a 4/8B; so in the area with a 
fixed water supply meeting the minimums, you would use the rating 
of 4. 

10. Is there any other relevant information regarding potential significant 
project impacts? 
Again, depending on what is built, there may be impacts specific to 
the project.  For example, if any building is over two stories, we do 
not have a ladder truck.  If the project includes special needs 
citizens, we would have to look at that. 

 
 
Please let me know if you need additional information. 
 
Gene Vander Plaats 
Fire Chief, PVFPD 
 
chief@pennvalleyfire.com 
530-432-2630 
 

    
 
 
 
 

mailto:chief@pennvalleyfire.com




































POLICE SERVICE QUESTIONNAIRE 
NEVADA COUNTY HOUSING ELEMENT REZONE IMPLEMENTATION 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
 
 
Please respond to the following questions on your agency letterhead and provide 
maps to illustrate facility locations. 
 
1. Please indicate the location of the police or sheriff stations that serve the 

project area. 
129 South Auburn Street, Grass Valley  
 
 
2. What is the geographical area and total population which is served by the 

station?  5.40 sq. miles, Pop estimate of 12,638 DOF 1/1/2012 
 
 
3. What are the number and types of personnel in this Department that are 

available to provide police protection services to the project area? 
20 sworn officers and 6 civilian staff  
 
 
4. What is the average response time to areas within the project area? 
 
Unknown 
 
5. What are the mean response times for different priority levels over the last 

three years?  Also, please provide a description of the different priority service 
levels. 

 
Not available at this time 
 
6. Is the current level of police protection service provided adequate for the 

project area?  If the protection levels are not adequate, what would be 
required to provide an adequate level of service for the community (number 
and types of personnel or personnel hours, and resources required)? 

High density residential, particularly that which serves lower income residents, 
tend to result in a much greater demand for police services over other land uses.  
This amount of high density residential could have a significant impact on the 
ability to provide adequate police service.   
 
 
7. Have the needs for police protection services increased, decreased or 

remained the same during recent years?  If there have been changes, please 
provide information about those changes, including:  changes in type of 
service request, amount of change in service needs, known causes of 
changes, and timeframe in which these changes occurred.  (For example, 



have there been significant increases/decreases in drug-related investigation, 
violent crime, burglary or other types of crimes.) 

See attached spread sheet 
 
 
 
8. Do you have any required or recommended mitigation measures for 

significant impacts of the project? 
 
Don’t know what the project is?  Additional officers will be needed to serve this 
amount of development.   
 
9. Is there any other relevant information regarding significant projects impacts? 
 
Any additional housing or commercial projects would result in a need for 
additional personnel.    
 
10. Do you anticipate the proposed project would result in the need for physical 

additions to your agency (i.e., construction of new police stations)? 
Yes. 
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