
DECK CONSTRUCTION GUIDE

The County of Nevada Building Department has developed this package to help you with 
the construction of a new deck or the replacement of an existing deck. Please read this 
completely before planning your project. If you have questions about decks, the Building 
Department is here to help you. This guide is intended to apply to deck design on 
parcels with ground snow load up to 70psf. The minimum live load is 60psf. 

REPLACEMENT OF AN EXISTING DECK

“Replacement” means that you are building a new deck in the same location and the    
same size as the original deck. You are NOT increasing the size or the height of the deck. 
If you are planning to replace an existing deck and make the deck larger, see the 
requirements for “new deck.” The following are required for deck "replacements".
• Photos of the existing deck (all elevations). Photos shall be submitted, or the

project will be considered a new deck application.
• Completed building permit application.
• Decks shall be attached to the residence to resist lateral loads.
• Three copies of:

o deck elevations
o deck floor plans
o deck framing plans
o deck foundation plans
o construction details, including guardrails & stairs
o (If deck is new or larger) a site plan per our submittal checklist.

 Note: All deck replacements are required to have piers that provide positive
connections to posts. Toe nailing is not acceptable. Piers are to be a minimum of 12
inches in depth. Precast piers are not permitted.

 For guidance on calculating the tributary area for each footing see
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=in7CJ5z6U14

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=in7CJ5z6U14







































