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PRESS RELEASE—SUSPENSION OF FEES FOR ANY INDIVIDUALWHO LOST VITAL RECORDS 
AS A RESULT OF THE LAVA FIRE AND BECKWOURTH COMPLEX FIRE 

July 27, 2021 

On July 16, 2021, Governor Gavin Newsom issued an emergency proclamation for Siskiyou County 
due to the Lava Fire and Lassen and Plumas counties due to the Beckwourth Complex Fire.  Both fires 
have destroyed homes, caused the evacuation of residents and damaged critical infrastructure. 

Pursuant to these Proclamations of a State Emergency, in the Nevada County Clerk-Recorder’s 
office, fees for certified copies of birth, death and marriage records are suspended for any 
individual who lost such records as a result of the fires.  These Proclamations will remain in effect 
until the Governor terminates the State of Emergency.  Copies of these Proclamations are available for 
viewing at: https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/7-16-21-SOE-Proc-Lava-and-
Beckwourth.pdf 

When requesting free copies of a vital record, survivors of the fires should state on the application 
“Wildfire”, and complete the sworn statement declaring under penalty of perjury that they are a survivor.  
The sworn statement for wildfire survivors is a combined sworn statement which also includes the 
sworn statement required by Health and Safety Code Section 103526.  For requests sent to the 
California Department of Public Health – Vital Records (CDPH-VR), survivors should additionally make 
the notation “Wildfire” on the front of the mailing envelope, for faster processing. 

The application and combined sworn statement must be submitted to complete the request. 
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