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Search Methods and ID in a Burned Environment 

Butte County Sheriff’s Office – Saturday, March 4, 2023 

Search Methods and ID in a Burned Environment is a 1 Day, 8-hour classroom and field 

instruction course with Forensic Anthropologists Instructors. This course is designed by the 

Chico State Anthropology Department and California Governor’s Office of Emergency 

Services Law Enforcement Branch, for search and rescue coordinators and search and 

rescue teams members in agencies that may need to conduct a search and rescue mission 

during all hazard incidents. This course is directed toward Sheriff Office Search and Rescue 

coordinators, their alternates, team leaders and team members. 

 
Course objectives include: 

 

1) Introduce participants to forensic anthropology and the role forensic anthropology 

plays in death investigations in a burned environment 

 

2) Gain familiarity with human and nonhuman bone identifications, including bone 

morphology. 

 

3) Provide hands-on experience with human and nonhuman bone, including identifying 

bones in field searches. 

 

4) Introduce participants to fire scene search methodology and locational analysis of 

victims. 

 

5) Educate personnel on safe and effective searching methods. 

 

6) Provide practical experience in identifying burned bone in fire scenes 

 

7) Teach K9 Handlers safe and effective canine deployment strategies 

 
PLEASE BRING: lunch, snacks, drinks, and safety gear (thick soled boots, gloves, and helmet). 

Masks, and Tyvex suits will be provided. Dress for all types of weather as March is 

unpredictable. The afternoon portion is all outside. There are no restaurants near this site. 

 

K9 handlers should bring their dog’s working equipment, including leash(es), collars, rewards 

and decontamination supplies. 

 

K9 handlers see prerequisites (end of document) before registering. 



March 4th 0800hrs 1222 Openshaw Rd Oroville, CA 95965 

 

COURSE REGISTRATION: Applicants should register online using the link 

below as soon as possible as class size is limited. After receiving your 

application, we will confirm your attendance and deliver further 

instructions by email. 

 

HOW TO REGISTER: 

Use this link: Training Page  Or, from your web browser, navigate to 
www.caloes.ca.gov,and follow these steps: 

 

1. From the homepage, select the drop down “Divisions” 

 

2. Select “Response Operations” 
 

3. Scroll down and select “Law Enforcement” 
 

4. Scroll down and select “Training” 
 

5. Select “Student Application” 
 

6. Complete the application form and click the “Enroll Me” button 

 
 

 

1 A recall-refind is not considered passive. 
2 This includes: eating, licking, pawing, jumping on, picking up, running away with remains. 

https://www.caloes.ca.gov/office-of-the-director/operations/response-operations/law-enforcement/training/
https://www.caloes.ca.gov/

