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Tel: (916) 265-2461 NEVADA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION " Courtheuse
Extension 260 USE PERMIT APPLICATION AR . Nevada City, CA.
NEVADA COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE NO. 500 95959

Instructions:

File one copy of the apnlication and attachments, together with the application filing fee.
Following the processing of anv reauired environmental impact statement, and/or any action
thereto, vour application will be set for public hearing on the earliest available meetina
of the Planning Commission. )

The applicant or his representative must be present at the meeting. PLEASE print or type.

name of applicant: telephone: name of owner of property:
orth Star Rock Products Corp. 273-1177 lfese Mavian Gndote]
sfreef or p.o. box address: sfreet or p.o. box address:
P. 0. Box 908 426 Commercial Street
city: state: zip code: | city: state: zip code:
Grass Valley, California 95945 Nevada City, California 95959
applicant is (check one): ; i former owner if recent purchase:

‘ N/A

owner[] - lesseelX] purchaser[] agent[]

Application for use permit is hereby made to the planning commission under the terms of

Nevada County Zoning Ordinance No. 500 for operaf&o and maintenance of the following

described use of land and/or buildings within a p zoning district: A rock crushing
and gravel retail sales operation is proposed. o
Number of units N/A  ; Water supply N.1.D. ; Sewage disposal Portable Toilets

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY (show location sketch on back of application):

Idaho-Maryland Mine Property, Idaho-Maryland Road Sec26 116 N, R 8 E.

ATTACH complete and accurate legal description of property based on deed or other
recorded instrument.

ATTACH plot plan drawn to scale showing property lines, existing and proposed buildings
and their uses, parking spaces, access to public roads, signs, landscaping, drainage,

4 sewage disposal, water supply, and such other information as will aid the planning
' commission to fully understand the use applied for. The plot plan shall have an -
L appropriate scale to adequately depict the area under consideration. Applicant shall

) ; > supply the planning department at his own expense one (I) 8%"x 11" clear transparency
cnd three prints thereof. (If the plot plan is larger than 8%'xII" in size, a
rec'ction process in conjunction with acauiring the 84'xl11" clear fransparency Is
easy Yo accemplish. |t is suagested that the applicant emplol a grofessicnal

i 0T PLANS MUST BE

d[affsman, enaineer or surveyor to prepare his plot plan): p
BLACK INK DN WHITE PAPER. '

APPLICATION FEE: $390.00Make checks payable to: Nevada County Treasurer.

| (we) declare undeg®enalty of perjury that the foregoing is a true and correct statement;
that it is the representation of the applicant that the use applied for, if approved, will
be conducted as stated herein and as shown on the attached plot plan, and that such

conditions as attached to the granting of the use permit will be observed.
(o 22T T e, (éfﬁééjkg\
date S sigmatire of applicant’
RECEIPT NO. \4 | : DATECCT. 7L <<+ RECEIVED BY
& secretary
NOTICE OF HEARING PUBLISHED: MAILED:
DATE OF HEARING: ACTION TAKEN:
PLANNING COMMISSION FILE 5005:: ;"&U'V\-qi AP# CA-SSO 124 14, 1S — ToneD ™M\
12/10/70 N oo CA-SEO- 0L o8 - zoneEd RA

b

|




Mr.'hon Earles, Nevada County Air Po’?wtion Control Officer

MEMORANDUM

Tom

2: Henry

FROM: Sharon
SUBJECT: U79-41 Use Permit Application of North Star Rock Products

1. Tom - please set for ARC and give at least one month lead time
because we are going to have to have a careful evaluation by
Fish and Game and Water Quallty as well as Mines and Geology:

ARC date: ////0 —40

% Please refer to Henry
2. Henry- please distribute to:
__Rovfadoo ~

/Mr. Richard Wagner, Dept. of Fish and Game
¥/ 12600 Banner Lava Cap Road, Nevada City, Ca. 95959
v/ﬂf. Ron Rogers, Dept. of Fish and Game

10860 Pine Hill Drive, Grass Valley, Ca. 95945

V/ﬂXXXXXKXRXﬁﬁXK California Regional Water Quality Control Board
Central Valley Region, 220 '"S" Street, Sac: 95816

L//State Mining and Geology

?ﬂ William N. Roberts, City Planner
City of Grass Valley-Main Street, Grass Valley, Ca. 95945

v/aold Flat Fire Protection District

1 Nevada Irrigation District
v’ County Department of Public Works

<y

i\ i/ County Bullding Department
>

S

A

Nevada County Resource Conservation District

b/State Department of Water Resources
P, 0. Box 160088, Sacramento, Ca. 95816

Use Permit Application of North Star Rock Products for an operation
which will involve harvest, crushing, screening and sale of Hhutt waste
rock left from the Idaho-Maryland Mine lying on the south side of
Idaho Maryland Road approximately 500 feet east of that street's
intersection with Rallroad Avenue, east of the Grass Valley City
Limits. The subject property, which is being leased by the applicant
%gggsggié1M%r%§ggGBidgt§ié isTﬁithin t?e boundaries of an "M1" Light

o) Sitridict, S permit is being processed as an
alteration of an existing, non-cofiforming use.

THEN RETURN FILE TO ME, PLEASE smb
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 NORTH STAR ROCK PRODUCTS CORPORATION

GRASS VALLEY, CALIFORNIA
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INTRODUCTION

This Environmental Information Form was prepared by Environalysis,
Environmental Planners (Nevada City), for North Star Rock Products
Corporation (Grass Valley). The purpose of this report is to provide
Nevada County with an outline of the preliminary project proposal
itself, and present an overview of the possible environmental
consequence of this proposed rock crushing operation. The site is
located on *108.5 acres immediately east of the Grass Valley city
limits on Idaho-Maryland Road.

The format and content of this report are patterned after the Nevada
County Planning Department's Environmental Information Form which is
further based upon the amended Guidelines for Implementation of the

California Environmental Quatity Act, ("State EIR Guidelines") which

became effective statewide on March 3, 1978.

Generally, Section 15080 (a) of the "State EIR Guidelines" dictates
that:

"If a project is subject to the requirements of"
CEQA and not exempted by these guidelines, the
Lead Agency shall conduct an initial study to
determine if the project may have a significant
effect on the environment.....

The County's format is utilized in the following sections to provide
the Lead Agency, Nevada County, with the basic project data and
pertinent supplemental environment information.

Appendix I of the Guidelines, which is intended to satisfy the
remaining Initial Study requirements, will be prepared by the

County's staff in accordance with local CEQA implementation procedures,
and will be attached to this Environmental Information Form. The
combined consultant and the County reports will constitute the

complete Initial Study, for the project, from which the County's
decision making body will ultimately determine whether a (Mitigated)
Negative Declaration or an Environmental Impact Report will be required
to meet CEQA review criteria. :

The project applicant is leasing the 108 acres of the site from the
property owner. The project is located on the historic Idaho-Maryland
Mine Property. The project site is leased by North Star Rock Products
Corporation of Grass Valley, California.
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ot )
T ENVLE MEITAL THE PATION oM »uCEIVED
- (PO BE COMPLETED UY PROJECT APPLICANT)

0GT L2 1973

NIV £ COU\""‘-’
FOR OFFICIAL USE OLLY . e
Eis .,
FILE \'017_6{—’2_64— DATE "REC"D T, 177 A1 DATE ACCTI'TED BY

Name of Applicant: Telephone:

North Star Rock Products Corporatiom (916) 273-=1177
Address of Projecct/lLocation: Assessor's Darcel

. 09-550- 13 14 and 15
Idaho-@ary]and Road, Grass Valley, California 9?945 09-560-08 and 02

Contact Person: Telephone:

Peter Chamberlin (916) 265-4686

Address: . 2 :
13790 Gas Canyon Road, Nevada City, California 95959

A. Genoral Infmx.\tiun

Exlsting Zouing: General lan Glassification:
(M-1) Light Manufacturing and Industrial (M) Industrial
(RA) RES. AGRICULTLURAL. _ ~ __RECREATICNAL oR  CPEN SPACE

List other volatod pernits and n-provals required for this g project {rom
other agencics (speclal districis. elty stale and federal):

City of Grass Valley Encroachment Permit; Gold Flat Fire District;

Nevada Irrigation District

3 Project Descriplion (attoch siloe plan/map):

Proposed Use of Site: A rock crushing and gravel retail sales project is

proposed on the project site.

Project Site Size: 108 acres S59. Ft. of Construction: N/A

Anticipated starting date: January 1, 1980 Completion date:

January 1, 1984

Anticipated [uture or phase development . Sk

Projeat Inf«)lm:Ll.__l__r_)l}_ (answer only the applicalie

(quastions):

If residentinl, fnclude the number of units, schedule of unit sizes,
rangae of sale prices or rents, and type of houschold sizes expected.



PROJECT INFORMATION (Site plan next page)

This proposed project is industrial. The applicant intends to operate

a regionally oriented gravel plant. He would crush and remove mine

wastes from former "hard rock" gold mining operations. Mill sand would
also be removed. The sites of mineral recovery will be reclaimed following
the waste removal. -

This project would employ 4 to 10 people, working from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00
P.M., Monday through Friday. Maintenance would take place on weekends.
Crushing equipment would be utilized an average of 2 to 3 days a week.
Equipment used on site would be bull dozers, scrapers, rubber-tired loaders
and a fire/water truck. Fifteen ton dump trucks will haul the rock
products from the site. A portable truck-weighing scale and a chemical
toilet would also be on site.

Off-street parking will be provided at the rock crushing plant.

This project does not involve a variance, rezoning or general plan
amendment. :
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ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

Topography

The project would be located on the gentle to Tevel northern slopes
of the Idaho-Maryland Mine Site. The project elevations range from
2,500 to 2,560 feet. The project land slopes from the south to the
north (to Wolf Creek).

R

Geology
The surface geology and the mine wastes are camposed of diabase

and ultramafic intrustive rocks. The site is on a contact zone
between these two rock types Mineralization has taken place in
this contact zone and veins of gold, quartz, and metallic su1f1des
were produced.

Soil Stability

The Soil Conservation Service indicates that the mine waste dumps
onsite are composed of a mixture of stones, cobble stones and some
soil. The dump sides tend to be devoid of vegetation, but on top

are growths of young trees and brush. The Targer dumps rise to

55 feet above the level of the surrounding lands. Water permeability
is moderately rapid with the run-off being very rapid. The hazard

of erosion is slight on the waste piles.

The mill sand wastes are finely crushed silica sand from which gold
was extracted. A blue-gray clay has .developed from the finer sands
which would tend to lower the permeability of this-materiglé
potential is high because this sand and-clay mixture—is—Tocated at
the bottom of a settling pond which hds a 30" diameter drain pipe \ %
open to. Wolf Creek. Arroyos, or erosion-channels,‘can be se n, l\
leading to this drain pipe. Vi\\ <

7
The natural ground is composed of shallow and poorly developed /
serpentine (ultramafic). soils. Many rock outcrops and cobbles

are on surface. Water permeability is Tow due to Targe amounts

of clay which tends to form in pockets of the parent rock. The hazard
of erosion is high in these soils due to scant vegetative ground cover.

Vegetation
The vegetation is surprisingly complex on site. Along Wolf Creek

many wildflowers, escaped fruit trees, and shrubs grow in abundance.
The major plant grouping, however, are the Cypress-Ceanothus
association which is indicative of the nutrient deficient serpentine
soils. The soils are so poor that Poison Oak won't even grow.

The soils are lacking in calcium, high in magnesium, and can have
toxic amounts of nickel and chromium. M\\eaikhk%j Wbk wolc

Trees and shrubs have established themselves on both the rock and

‘sand wastes. Only on the well-drained or easily eroded areas of the

waste areas are plants not to be found. (See next pages for a list of
plants observed on site).
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'A PARTIAL LIST OF PLANTS AT THE IDAHO-MARYLAND MINE PROPERTY

Common Name

Digger Pine
Ponderosa Pine
Douglas Fir
Incense Cedar
McNab Cypress
Leather Oak
Black Oak

Black willow
Sandbar willow
Red Willow

White Alder-
Madrone
Broad-leaf Maple
Honey Locust
Black Locust
Black Walnut
Apple, Cherry, Pear
Sierra Plum

American Dogwood

Hawthorn -

Buckbrush

Chapparel Pea

Deer Brush

Flannel Bush

Scotch Broom

Golden Fleece
Congon's Silk-tassel
Common Snowberry
Blue Elderberry
Yerba Santa

Toyon

Sierra coffeeberry
Holly Leaf Redberry
Chaparell Honeysuck]e
Blackberry

. Manzanita

Mugwort
Cat-tail
California Rose
Rush

Poison Qak ,
Commonh Mullein -
Yarrow Miifoil
Wood Fern
Horsetail

Scientific Name

Pinus sabiniana-
Pinus ponderosa
Pseudotsuga menziesii
Libocedrus decurrens
Cupressus macnabiana
Quercus durata
Quercus kelloggii

alix spp.
Salix hindsinana

Salix spp.
Alnus rhomb1f011a

Arbutus menziesii

“"Acer flacrophyllum

Robinia pseudo-Acacia
Robinia spp.

.Juglaus spp.

Rosaceae .
Prunus subcordata

Cornus stolonifera
Crataequs douglasii

Ceanothus cuneatus-
Pickeringia montana
Ceanothus tenua folia

Fremontia californica

Lytisus scoparius
Happlopappus arborescens

Garrya condonii
Symphoricarpos rivularis
Sambucus mexicana
Eriodictyon californicum
Heteromeles arbutifolia
Rhamnus rubra

Rhamnus crocea

Lonicera spp.

Rubus vitifolius
Arctostaphylos spp.

* Artemesia Spp.

Typha spp.

Rosea californica
Juncus ensilifolius
Toxidendron diversiloba
Verbaseum thapsus
Achillea. millefolium
Dryopteris argua
Equisetum arvense




A PARTIAL LIST OF PLANTS AT THE IDAHO-MARYLAND MINE PROPERTY (Cont.)

Conmon Name

46. Barberry

47. MWestern Serviceberry
48. English Ivy

49. Pine Mistletoe

50. Large seed Dodder
51. Yellow Cinquefoil
52. Devil's Beggarsticks
53. Common Cocklebur
4. Curly Dock

55. Blue Dicks

56. Bed Straw

57. Star Thistle

58. Sierra Thistle

59. Klamath Weed

60. . Self-heal

61. Meadow Goldenrod
62. Tarweed

-63. Oyster Plant

64. "Western Star Flower
65. Black Mustard

66. Field Mustard

67. Wyethia

68. Gumballs

69. Soap Plant’ .

70. Pearly Everlasting
71. Milkweed

72. Common Plantain

73. Carpet Clover

74. Western Dock

Scientific Name

Berberis dictyota
Amelanchier alnifolia
Hedera Helix :
Arceuthobium campylopodum
Cuscuta- indecora
Potentilla glandulosa
Bidens frondosa
Xanthium pensylvanicum
Rumex crispus

Brodiaea capitata
Galium spp.

Centaurea melitensis
Cirsium californicum
Hypericum perforatum

.Brunelia vulgaris

Selidago elongata
Madia elegans

Tragopogon dubius

-Trientalis latifolia

Brassica nigra

Brassica campestris
Wyethia augustifolia
Grindela spp.
Chlorogalum pomeridianum
Anaphalis margaritacea
Asclepias cordifolia
Plantago major

Trifolium monanthum

Rumex occidentalis




Wildlife:

The project area currently is an excellent wildlife habitat.
Few people visit this 108 acres and the site has much brush
in which the animals can hide and escape the "elements".
Hlstor1ca11y, the area has been extensively disturbed by
mining and logging activities. The project area is adjacent
to other Targe tracts of relatively undeveloped lands which
help increase the diversity of animal Ilfe (See next page
for a list of animals observed on site * \(hv
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ANIMALS OBSERVED ON IDAHO-MARYLAND MINE PROPERTY

Common Name

Valley Quail

Scrub Jay

Belted King Fisher
Valley Coyote
Black-tailed Deer
Rattlesnake

Western Fence Lizard
Meadow Mouse
Dusky-footed Wood Rat
Banana STug

Acorn Woodpecker

Mole

Oregon Junco

California Ground Squirrel
Black-tailed Jack Rabbit
Yellow-Tegged Frog
Red-winged Blackbird
Killdeer

Turkey Vulture
Red-shafted Flicker
Red-tailed Hawk
Mourning Uove

Great Horned Owl-
Evening Grosbeak

Robin

California Gray Squirrel

Scientific Name

Lophortyx californicus
Aphelocoma coerulescens
Megaceryle alcyon

Canis ochropus
Mfdocoileus hemionus

¢ Cortalus viridis

“Sceloporus occidentalis
Microtus californicus
Neotoma fuscipes
Ariolimax columbianus
Melanerpes formicivorus
Scapanus latimanus
Junco oreganus
Citellus beecheyi
Lepus californicus

-Rana boylei
Agelains phoeniceus
Charadrius vociferus
Cathartes aura
Colaptes cafer
Buteo jamaicensis
Zenaidura macroura
Bubo virginianus
Hesperiphona vespertina
Turdus migratorius
Sciurus griseus




Scenic Aspects:

The project area is relatively uninspiring from a distance.

The 1light-green brush and unsymmetrical digger pines offer

1ittle shade and lots of spines to persons walking through

the site. The mine wastes are 1hteresting due to their unique
topography and varied mineral patterns in the individual rocks.
The white mill sand piles are also interesting. There are n
buildings on the site. xf Z7

The project land has high visibility from surrounding 1ands,
including the Golden Center Freeway and the hills of Grass
Valley.

Historical Aspects

Little remains of this illustrious mine except the concrete head frame
and some metal buildings on the east adjoining property. Two concrete
pillars, used as overflows for the mill sand pond, remain on site.

Two mining drifts, rock bridge abutments, and mining rubbish can be
found north of the long tailings pile.

The earliest hard rock mine on the property started in 1851 after the
Placer miners had worked Wolf Creek. The Idaho was discovered in 1863
but Tittle work was done until the Coleman Brothers bought it in 1867.
They organized the Idaho Quartz Mining Company and struck an excellent
vein of gold quartz. The mine produced $12,000,000 of gold up to 1893.
The Idaho Quartz Mine and the Maryland Mine merged soon after and formed
the Idaho-Maryland Mines Company, which employed a thousand men through
the lucrative 1930's. A World War Two mandate closed all the local
mines as non-essential uses of fuel and they remained closed until the
late 1940's. After re-opening the mine, which involved removal of
water from the tunnels and extensive re-timbering the mine closed in
1956 due to excessive operating costs.

The site was then used as a rock crushing project for several years,
and other rock and sand removing operations have continued until the
present time.

Existing Uses

The project site is unused except for the occasional removal of rock
and sand wastes by the owner of the property. Lumber is also stored
on the property.

Existing Structures

The only remaining structures on the site are two concrete towers which
were used as the mill sand pond overflows and a small rock bridge
abutment. (See next page for photographs of site)




3. Land

This proposed project will remnve mine waste tailings down to adjoining
land contours. Soils and subsoils may be displaced or exposed as part of
this operation. Ths project will not remove soil from the site. Any L

/

displaced soils will be stockpiles and saved for the reclamation process. \f

The potential exists for increased siltation and depos1t1on of soils. qﬂ“ :

2 Should the project continue operation through the rainy season N

(November through Apr11), roads and the plant site will have to be A
stabilized to minimize erosion. Interim drainage protect1on should
also be established. Drainage protection could 1nc1ude rip-rapping,
culverting and s11tat1on basins.

Approximately 400,000 to 500,000 tons of rock or 270,000 cubic yards,

will be removed from the project area. Also 10,000 tons of mill sand

will be removed. There should be no water discharge from the project.

A washing plant will not be established as part of this operation. A
preliminary surface mining reclamation will be filed concurrently for

this project detailing how the area will be reclaimed after the mine wastes
are removed.

4. Geologic mapping of the area indicates that is lacks historic faults or
geologic hazards. There are no uniques geologic or physical features on
the site.

5. The project will not result in the loss of agricultural lands.

6. The project is not sited on filled lands. Project lands slope to the
north an average of under 10%.

7. No percolation tests were performed for this project.

8. Air and Noise

Air pollutants created by this project would be primarily particulate
matter (dust) and emissions from diesel powered equipment. Asbestos
dust, rubber dust, and oxides of carbon, sulfur,and nitrogen would

be produced.

The air movement and temperature would also change on the north side of
the long tailings dump. These neighboring adjacent Tands would be
windier and warmer due to the removal of the sheltering pile.

As proposed, there will be crushing of rock on the site. The rock
material should be kept moist during all phases of handling the rock
which includes conveying, crushing, stockpiling, and loading of the
rock.

The diesel powered equipment could create the following emissions, based
upon the environmental Protection Agency (EPA) emission estimates:

Table 1 -- Average Emissions of Diesel Engines
Particulate Matter 1.3 grams/mile
Sulfur dioxide 2.8 grams/mile
Carbon monoxide 28.7 grams/mile
Oxides of nitrogen 20.9 grams/mile
Hydrocarbons 4.6 grams/mile

2|




10.

Disel powered equipment to be operated on site includes (1) one lToader,
(2) two scrapers, (3) one D-6 Culldozer, (4) one generator for the
crushing plant, (5) one fire/water truck. Fifteen ton dump trucks

will be driven into and out of the site transporting rock to other areas.

Working on an average day the loader and scraper could travel up to 40
miles per day each. The generator engine would generate the same
emissions as the loader. The bulldozer would operate as needed to

move tailings to the loader or scraper. Based upon Table 1, the following
emissions could be generated by the loader, scraper, bulldozer and
generator.

Table 2 -- Average Emissions of the Diesel Powered
Equipment Working an Eight-Hour Day at
the Project

Particulate matter 208 grams/day
Sulfur Dioxide 448 grams/day
Carbon Monoxide 4,592 grams/day
Oxides of Nitrogen 3,344 grams/day
Hydrocarbons ' 736 grams/day

Total emissions could amount to approximately 9,328 grams/day from the
diesel equipment, which amounts to about 20.56 1bs./day.

A total estimate of emissions from the dump trucks is difficult to make
because of variable number of miles traveled and then mber of trucks

operating. - ave g/’ 7
U/w"\ : I L’%ﬁ

4
Air quality in the Grass Valley Basin would deteriorate due to increased
amounts of dust and diesel emissions, however there would not be a potential
to approach violation of the ambient air quality standard. The drainage
basin does have an air inversion in various times of the year.

The EPA estimates that up to 100 1bs./day of particulate matter in the
form of dust could be generated by a rock crushing and screening plant
without dust control measures.

The use permit could require the applicant to water as necessary for the
control of dust at the plant and the access road. The applicant has
indicated that he is willing to provide dust control to keep the project
from violating ambient air quality standards. Employees should also
wear dust masks.

An average of twenty dump trucks could visit the site each day. The
trucks would contribute to the diesel emissions of the area. Provided
the dust control measures are adhered to, the total project generated
emissions should not exceed any air quality standards.

The project will raise the existing noise and vibration levels in the
vicinity. Between 8:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,

a continuous noise would be generated by the increased vehicular traffic
and the rock crushing plant. The noise intensity would remain at
measurable Tevels, without interruption during a daily work regime.
However, it must be pointed out that a rock processing operation is

a highly seasonable business with few customers in the wet months.

The crushing operation would run only a yearly average of two to three
days a week. The dry months would receive most of the noise.

y
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The Federal Govenrment and Cal-Trans usually set their maximum permitted
noise lTevel at 70 db. Pre-project ambient noise levels at the project
site and the vicinity were measured at 10 points (see map) during the
week day with a sound meter. The three surrounding saw mills were in
operation during the measurements.

Table 4 -- Average Work-Day Sound Levels

Station dBA

WO~ U RN —
(o))
o

10 60
These measurements reflect a non-irritating working and living environment.

Water

Ground water resources will not be utilized for the project. No wells

will be drilled or septic tanks installed. Sedimentation or the potential

for chemical contamination should not be a problem. No effluent will be 5

generated. The anticipated water demand would be pumped from Wolf Creek ”fJxﬁvz
L

at a rate of 2,600 gallons/day when crushing and moving rock in dry
conditions. Employee sanitary needs will be provided by renting portable
toilet facilities.

There are marsh areas within the project area which 1ie below the logging
pond at the east and middle of the site. In summer months these areas

are relatively dry, but water stain bands indicate that these areas rise up
to three feet higher. A mine drift (see map) also has water flowing from
it at approximately 2 g.p.m. Wolf Creek, a major water course, defines the
north boundary of the project site.

The project has the potential to degrade surface water quality of Wolf
Creek. The applicant has indicated that the project (at least sales)
will operate year-round and that he is willing to provide rip-rap for the
drainways around the plant site, roads and conduits. He will provide
gravel for the access road and the plant site. ‘He will provide a dike
around the fueling station to limit any fuel spillage flows. He will
further stay clear of the easily-eroded mill sand area in the wet months.

When the site ares is reclaimed following the gravel operation, the
intermittent drainage flows will be re-established to the pre-mining
patterns.

Currently the rock tailings and mill sand contribute to the degradation of

.~ Wolf Creek by releasing water soluble toxic metals such as chromium, 1ead

and copper sulfides. The removal of these mine wastes would substantially ‘
decrease the mineral loading into the creek.

£;~ gj (JdeA general mineral analysis was performed by Cranmer Engineering Laboratories,
L L, o
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the primary receptors of noise in the vicinity of the project are the
homes and commercial ventures north and adjacent to the project. Areas
to the south are hidden by hills which block sound waves. The nearest
home to the project is 100 feet away on the north side of the long
tailings pile. This home and its neighbors would be sheltered from the
crusher noise if the applicant would take the sides of the long tailings
pile first, and then at the last phase of the project, reduce the height.
Another plan would place the rock crusher in the bottom of the mill sand
pond, which has been excavated, and the clay banks would act as an
effective horizontal topographic barrier to sound. The clay banks are
an average of 25 feet above the bottom of the pond The long tailings
pile rests on the north clay bank.

Noise and vibration levels can be reduced on the site by following
this noise abatement plan:

1. Where feasible, all metal to metal contact points will be insulated.
2. Rubberized or insulated rock hoppers and bins.

3. Provide all diesel powered equipment with approved type mufflers.

4. Required Cal OSHA ear protection be provided to employees.

5. Limit the speed of all vehicles on the access road to 25 M.P.H.

6. Limit the range of the tracked bulldozer to the plant site and use
the rubber-tired loader off the plant site.

Ly

\ /C);\. \l\:{)‘ # 4
Table 3 -- Noise Levels Generated by Major Equipment
Noise Generated Noise Generated
No Modifications Good Muffler/Engine Panels
Equipment Horsepower  (dBA @ 50 ft.) (dBA @ 50 ft.)
Power Generator Diesel/48 85 78
(75 KVA)
Process Pilot Electric 90 82
Plant .
Cedar Rapids Electric 85 90
Portable Crusher
Bulldozer Diesel/75 85 78
(D-4/D-6)
Rubber-tired Diesel/75 85 75
Loader 966
Loader 10-Wheel Diesel/100 -- 66 °
Dump Truck
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on the site and vicinity (see map). The mill sand (location #3) was found
to contain the following metals concentration expressed in milligram/
kilogram (Parts per Million):

Arsenic 4.0
Cadmium 2.0
Copper 19.0
Chromium 64.0
Lead 19.0
Mercury 1.3
Silver 2.0

These metals are moderate in concentration and dissolve slowly, but the
previously mentioned 30" diameter pipe does drain this mill sand area
and has a detrimental effect.

The mine drift (Tocation #2) has Tess than 0.005 milligrams/liter
of arsenic in the water flowing out of it. This is relatively pure water
as the other metals present were not measurable.

The east adjacent logging pond is filled by ground water pumped from

the flooded mine tunnels directly downstream from the dam. A sample

of this mine water was analyzed and found to contain arsenic at less

than 0.005 mg./liter and mercury at less than 0.0002 mg./liter.

Specific conductivity, which is a measure of salts in the water, is

699 micro-mhos/centimeter at 25° C; this is a fairly high amount of salt.

The Togging pond (location #4) was analyzed for specific conductivity
which measured 456 micro-mhos/centimeter at 25° C. It was measured
for chemical oxygen demand (C.0.D.) and found to have a level of 54
milligrams/liter which is an excellent level for a logging pond. The
pond was also measured for tannin and Tignin and was found to contain
4.0 mg./Titer, which is also a low level for a logging pond. These
various sites were tested because they are all part of the project
drainage area. The cumulative effect of these chemicals is that of

a slight poison and a competitor for oxygen with aquatic 1ife.

The project will increase absorption rates, restore natural drainage
patterns and reduce impervious layers (rocks). Presently the

project site is drained by the 30" diameter pipe which drains the mill
sand pond. This pipe would be abandoned when natural contours are
restored. Conduits will be adequately placed and rip-rapped to control

‘erosion. Siltation basins would be used where applicable.

Plant and Animal Life

The project would change the diversity of existing habitat for both
wildlife. The tailings piles act as a wind break and provide shade

and shelter for both plants and animals. The removal of these piles
would "open up" the area toward Idaho-Maryland Road for both noise,

view shed, wind and rain. The removal of the piles would make the

areas North of the piles turn relatively quickly into southern exposures
which would change the micro-climate of the houses across Wolf Creek from
the tailings.

This project will not interfere with movement of any resident or
migratory fish or wildlife species.

25
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Trees, shrubs and ground cover around and on the tailings will be removed.

Mainly cottonwoods and ceanothus shrubs will be removed. A few
commercial trees, Ponderosa Pines, and Black Oak will also be removed.
These plants will be removed by bulldozer, and/or chain saw. 100%

of the plant 1ife will be removed on top of the tailings piles and

mill pond. The stumps will be taken to the McCourtney Road Landfill
for disposal.

The project does conflict with the General Plan 1990, and current
zoning. The light industrial zoning (M-1) does not include mining

as a permitted use, however, it does provide for the "Enlargement

of Non-Conforming Use of Building". The owner of the property has
established the non-conforming use by removing small amounts of rock
and mill sand over a continous period before the current general plan
and zoning were enacted. The application for the use permit is based
upon the premist that the non-conforming use has been established.
The maximum 1ife span of this project is four years.

The project will continue a-general pattern of mineral recovery

in the area. The scale of the rock removing activity will be increased
and terminated in four years. The project will not disrupt or

divide the physical arrangement of an established community, other than
increasing the amount of noise in the area.

The project has the potential to extract 400,000 to 500,000 tons of
mine rock and 10,000 tons of mill sand within a projected four year
period. The rock and sand will be removed from the site and sold.

The project will use fossil fuels, cleaning solvents and possibly
oxy-acetylene welding equipment which are all potentially explosive.
The project will not require the use of explosives because the rock
material is.loose and unconsolidated.

Population

This project will employ a total of 4 people in winter and 10 people
in summer, excluding the truck drivers. No one will be establishing
residence on the project. The project will not alter the distribution
or density of human populations in the area. No one will be displaced
or need to change locations as a result of this project. No new
residents will result from this project.

Transportation/Circulation

This project will increase the average daily traffic (ADT) on Railroad
Avenue, Idaho-Maryland Road, Golden Center Freeway and Brunswick Road.
The new traffic would be generated by various-sized dump trucks hauling
rock off the site, and by employee vehicles. The project could produce
3,000 tons per day of useable rock, however, the applicant's former
gravel operation sold 2,000 to 3,000 tons of rock a week on the dry
busy season, and 800 to 1,000 tons a week in the slow season. Project
employees could generate 20 to 40 trips per day related to the project.
This project could generate an estimated 90 to 110 ADT at full
production in the busy summer months. In the wet months an average

of 5 to 10 gravel trucks a day visited the previous gravel operations.

Nevada County traffic counts made in 1977 through 1979 indicate the
following ADT:

26
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Idaho-Maryland Road : May, 1977 . 2,400
Idaho-Maryland Road

(west of Brunswick Road) - April, 1979 2,300
Brunswick Road North March, 1978 6,000
Brunswick Road South March, 1978 7,500
~Goiden Center Freeway South Average Annual Daily 1978 17,000
Golden Center Freeway North Average Annual Daily 1978 14,900

- No traffic data was obtained through Grass Valley.

Other alternate access routes include an existing road off of Bennett
Street and the road adjacent to the Community Workshop which exits on to
Idaho-Maryland Road. :

Railroad Avenue is a two-lane dead-end asphalt concrete (AC) road. Idaho-
Maryland Road is'a two-lane AC road. State Highway 20/49 freeway is a
four-Tane AC road. This project proposes no changes to these roads except
for an encroachment upon Railroad Avenue, a City of Grass Valley road.
Bennett Street could also have an access road tied to it.

Public Services

Police Services :
The Nevada County Sheriff's. Department would go to the .project if called

" for some reason. No increase in demand for police services is anticipated.

Fire Protection

The project is located 1in the Gold Flat Fire Protection District. The
nearest year-round fire station is approximately two miles from the project
site. The project has fire hydrants. -

The project will use on site a water/fire truck which can hold 4,000
gallons on water. The truck has a separate 4" pump and about 800 feet
of 1" hard fire Tine. '

Water Supply ’
Water supply for controlling dust and fire would be drafted from Wolf

- Creek. The project property owner has water rights from Wolf Creek. The

project will require water at the rate of 5 to 10 gallons per minute.

Sewage ' : ) :
Sewage will be provided for an on contract basis from a private portable
chemical toilet contractor. ’

Schools - . -
The project will have no direct impact on local schools.

Social Services :
The demand for social services will be low.

Solid Waste ' .

. Solid wastes will be disposed of at the McCourtney Road Sanitary Landfill.
~ Most of the solid waste from the project will be in the form of tree stumps.

‘Medical Services ] .
_ Emergency and acute medical services are available at Sierra Nevada

Memorial Hospital in Grass Valley.

21
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The project is adjacent to, and partially included in, the East Grass
Valley Township line.

Energy and Utilities
The project will increase the use of fossil fuel consumption, but will not
use the fuels or energy in a wasteful manner.

The project initially plans to use a diesel-powered electrical generator
for energizing the gravel processing equipment. Approximately one year
later, the project would be served with electrical energy from P. G. & E.
This service would probably require an extension from the industrial area
east of the project (see map). The extension of sewer lines and the
installation of septic tanks will not be necessary. Natural gas will not
be needed.

The projects electrical equipment, when installed, would use an average
4,000 kilowatts per quarter of a year.

Aesthetics

The project would be aesthetically pleasing when the mine wastes are

finally removed and the area is reclaimed. A view shed would be
re-opened from Idaho-Maryland Road toward the project grounds to the
south. Topographically, the project lies in a natural "bowl" or broad,
gently sloping drainage area. The gold mine mining wastes have covered
the natural ground and essentially made a geographical "wall" over 55
feet tall in some areas. Realistically, in time, the mine dumps would
have to be removed to level the ground for light industrial (M-1) uses in
the near future. '

The project will change scenic views from.existing residential areas
and roads. - It will increase the view to the pre-mining distance
of approximately one-third of a mile to the south.

Archealogical/Historical

The mine wastes are man-made historical artifacts. In these rocks are
metal artifacts which will be removed by the magnetic separator of the
crushing operation. These artifacts, such as nails and iron objects, will
be removed periodically and examined for historical significance.

General

The project will employ ten people in the summer months, although four
of the employees are currently employed by the applicant of another
gravel operation. The tax base of the County will be 1ittle affected
by this project.

This project has no relationship to a larger project or series of
projects which may directly cause a significant environmental impact.
Siltation into Wolf Creek caused by man's activities along it flanks

all have a cumulative impact. This project will clear a path for future
building development on the project property. This project will have
short 1ife span due to the limited supplies of rock and sand available.

2%
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CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the statements furnished above and in the attached
exhibits present the data and information required for this initial
evaluation to the best of my ability, and the facts,. statements and
information presented are true and correct.. .

S l@}{)’

Date: joj 14 : Vs
i Jim Shultz -

L S A\
Dafée: . 1oy i' l o l_-' C'? --D ‘\L%‘D/\- \){ﬂ_.l,\}\».\_@‘lx‘\—l N

Peter Chamberlin

For: NORTH STAR ROCK PRODUCTS CORPORATION
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. IDAHO-MARYLAND . MINE PROPERTY

HISTORICAL and ARCHEOLOGICAL CHECKLIST

APPLICANT: Please complele the following scries of questions.
Please sronsider anything in existence prior to the year 1920. .
If you answer any itcm YES please provide us with the following ‘
information: what the item is5, a description, its' location and a
‘'short statement as to its' history. .

Name of person to contact ) . Address 13790 Gas Canyon Road
for more infocmation Peter Chamberlin Nevada City, California
Telephone (916) 265-4686
.fES NO ) TIIL PROPERTY CONTAINS:
/X7 7 1. A structure built prior to 1924.
'4:7 AE? 2. Signs of Native American activity or culture

{i.e., encampments, burial sites, mortars, etc.)

L_7 ) /_]S? 3. Signs of Oriental act_ivity ar culture.

7 Z¥7 4. Significant remnants of other cultures and peoples.
/7 Zﬁ? - 5. 1Indications of emigrant movements (i. e signs of

emigrant trail).

1874 ./-7 .6. Signs of toll roads, stage roads and other roads
prior to 1929, .

{7 X7 7. Signs of pioneer graves and/or cemetaries,
/5 /7 8. Remnants or signs of railroad actiy{ty.

V2% /7 9. Signs of early day water storage and conveyance,
. {.e., flumes, canals, ditches, reservoirs, etc.

- (¥ /77 10. Mining activity is known to have occurred on the
' property. .

[?? /7 11. Ssigns or remnants of mining activity (i.e., eguipment,
~ - shafts, mills, frames, etc.}.

L7 /37 12. Signs of early lumbering activity (i.e., mills,
transportation systems, trestles, etc.).

.7 (¥ 13, signs of other early industrial activity.
L7 /X 13, The propert& contains a townsite or a portion thereof.

(7 /¥ . 15. oOther items, sites, structures, or remnants of
historical or archeological importance.

1 declare under penalty of perjury that the above is true and correct.

Executed on _October 10, 197 , at Grass Valley ., california.

95959
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" HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL CHECKLIST EXPLANATIONS
- FOR THE IDAHO-MARYLAND MINE PROPERTY

The project contéins a bridge abutment north of the Tong tailings
pile. It is built.of squared granite and joined both sides of
Wolf Creek. . - -

A road trace runs parallel north of, and parallel to the long
tailings pile. It is overgrown with dense vegetation and is of
variable width. Its length was not walked out. The rock operation
will probably utilize this road and change it markedly.

The extreme southern edge of-the broperty is the right-of-way of the
defunce Nevada County Narrow. Gauge Railroad. Some rock works
shoulders remain of this line.

A small, iow flume runs north of and parallel to the long tailings
pile. Water is still flowing in this flume.

This is the historic Idaho-Mine Property.

There are two mining drifts north of the long tailings pile. They
are caved in. Water comes out of one of them. '
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INTRODUCTION

As required by Nevada County Ordinance Number 835 (Surface Mining Permit
and Reclamation Plan) and the Californfa Surface Mining and Reclamation

Act of 1975, this plan is submitted to Nevada County for its review and

determination of adequacy in regard to the following standards:

(1) That the reclamation plan minimizes water degradation, air
pollution, damage to aquatic or wildlife habitat, flooding
erosion, and other adverse effects from surface mining operations.

(2) That the reclamation plan restores the mined lands to a useable
condition which is readily adaptable for alternative land uses.

(3) That the reclamation plan restores the mined lands to a condition
which creates no danger to public health or safety. (Nevada
County Zoning Regulations, Section L-11 31 B.6)

For a review of the potential environmental impacts of the proposed
Idaho-Maryland Mine Rock Crushing Project, consult the Environmental
Information Form prepared for this project.
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OWNER, OPERATOR, AND AGENT

]: Applicant:

‘North Star Rock Products Corporation
P.0. Box 908 .

“Grass Valley, California 95945
(916)273-1177

2. Name of Mineral Property:

Idaho-Maryland Mine

3. Property Owners:

Marian Ghidotti

426 Commercial Street

Nevada City, California 95959
(916)265-2060

4. Owners of Mineral Rights:

Marion Ghidotti

426 Commercial Street .
Nevada City, California 95959
(916)265-2060

5. Lessee: o . '

North Star Rock Products Corporation
P.0. Box 908

Grass Valley, California 95945
(916)273-1177 ,

6. Operator:

North Star Rock Products Corporation
P.0. Box 908

Grass Valley, California 95945
(916)273-1177

7. Agent of Process:

Peter J. Chamberlin
Environalysis

13790 Gas Canyon Road

Nevada City, California 95959
(916)265 4686

8. Locat1on Total acreage of this project amounts to +110 acres. The
areas to be mined may cover less than 25 acres. The | project is located
in Section 26, Township 16 North, Range 8 East, M.D.M. Complete legal
descriptions are on the fo110w1ng pages. )

9. Access to the project from Grass Valley is by Idaho-Maryland Road- to
: Rai]road Avenue.



DESCRIPTION

11. The mineral commodity to be mined is mine waste rock tailings and mill
-sand. .

GEOLOGIC DESCRIPTION

12. The surface geology and the mine wastes are composed of dlabase and
serpentine. The diabase is believed to extend from the surface of
the site down to an estimated 4000 feet below the surface. The diabase
is Triassic/Jurassic in age and has a composition similar to basalt.
The fresh face of the diabase is typically bluish-gray and extremely
hard and dense. The serpentine extends deeper than the diabase. The
serpentine is Mesozoic in age and is an ultra mafic intrusion.

To the Hest of the project a body of Cretaceous granodiorite has
intruded the older metavolcanic diabase. Minor thrust faults dip

into the granodiorite from the diabase areas <{in the vicinity of the
project. The thrust faults that have remained open have allowed
mineralization, producing veins of gold, quartz, and metallic sulfides.

At least two shafts were sunk into the ground on the project site to

. recover the gold bearing ores. Mine rock wastes that were not left
undergrbund were lifted to the surface and dumped into 6 existing
dumps, plus several areas where the wastes were spread over the ground.

- A major geologic feature in the region is a Cretaceous body of intrusive
grano diorite. This body is five miles long from the north to the
south and one-half to two miles wide east-west. The younger granodiorite
has intruded the older Carboniferous Calaveras formation to the west
and east of the project and the Jura-Trias diabases in the vicinity.
Minor thrust faults within fracture zones at depth are associated with
the intrusion of the grano-diorite body. The interjacence of the
granite may have led to the metamorphism of the basalt into the Tocal
diabases.

The post-mineral cover is composed of andes1te tuffs and serpentine
rock and soils.

Principle rock types and minerals present in the area are tabulated

below:

Rocks Minerals

Granodiorite ) . Quartz
. Aplite : "Gold .

Diorite : ' Sulfides
Gabbro Pyrite
Diabase Galena
Serpentine } Chalcopyrite
Amphibolite schists Arsenopyrite
Shale Sphalerite
Phyllite - Pyrroholtite
Quartzite ’ Silver

Andesite




ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

13. Topography: The project would be 1ocated in a broad, gentle, north
-sloping drainage valley which drains into Wolf Creek. Project
etevations range from 2500 North to 2560 feet at the South.

Soils: The Soil Conservation Service indicates that the mine waste
dumps on site- are composed of a mixture of stones, cobblestones, gravel,
and some soil. The dumps tend to be devoid of vegetation, but on the
margins there is enough soil material to support brush and trees. The
1arger dumps rise +50 feet above the level of surrounding lands.

Water permeab111ty is moderately rapid and the runoff is medium to

very rapid. The hazard of erosion is slight on the waste piles.

The mill sand wastes, which are mostly finely crushed and processed
quartz, are a white sand and clay mixture. This material is easily
eroded and permeability is low due to the clay.

The serpentine soils are shallow and poorly developed. These soils
support vegetation which are unique and Timited to the toxic and
nutrient-deficient soils.

Vegetation and Wildlife: The project is located in the Yellow Pine-
Black Oak-Association, however the nutrient-deficient serpentine soils
support only specialized trees and shrubs such as McNab Cypress, Digger
Pine, Flannel Bush, Leather QOak and Ceanothus species. Cottonwoods

grow mainly upon in n1]1 sand. A few, scattered, Ponderosa Pine grow on
the tailings. )

Animal Iifé-prevaleﬁt in the area includes deer, coyote, rabbits, birds,
reptiles, and amphibians.

Ground Water: The Idaho-Maryland Mine shaft and drifts are flooded

with water. The adjacent Togging pond to the east pumps water from the

mine. A mining drift under the long tailings pile has water flowing

out of it at a rate of two gallons a minute. It flows into Wolf Creek.

A general mineral analysis was performed at both of the above locations.

Surface Water: The general area is drained by Wolf Creek, which flows
into Bear Creek. A bog, or marsh area, exists South and East of the
tailings piles. It is fed by the logging pond and ground water seepage.
A general mineral analysis was performed on Wolf Creek water below the
project and a sample of the tailings sand/clay in the project.

In the wet mdnths the tailings piles contribute to the degradation of
Wolf Creek by releasing water soluble; toxic metallic sulfides such

as chromium, lead and copper. The removal of these mine wastes would
substantially decrease the mineral loading intoc the creek.

N

<



Climate: The mean annual temperature in the Grass Va]1éy area is
B55° F., and the seasonal precipitation is 52 inches. Most of the

" precipitation falls in the winter as rain and snow; the summers are

warm and dry. Prevailing winds are from the southwest and are cool,
moisture laden, maritime air. .

Surrounding Properties: The surrounding properties are M-1 (Tight

industrial) to the East, South and West. The area North of the project
has several residential homes which 1ie on the North flank of Wolf
Creek. The current ambient noise levels are below 60 decibels (db)

at all measuring locations (see site plan), except two adjacent-wood
milling operations which are 70 db.

Environmental Impacts: The major impacts are: O§h’0p

(T) Noise generation ._ Lffiﬂ’lﬂﬁ)&)

(2) Increased traffic
(3) Increased’particulate emissions
(4) High visibility from surrounding areas

The primary receptors of all the impacts in the project region are
residents. of single family dwe111ngs which 1ie North of the project.
Noise would be kept to a minimum by utilizing rubber-coated rock screens
and by keeping the crushing equipment "hidden" behind the Tong main
tailings pile unt11 they exhaust supplies of rock e]sewhere on the

" site,

Increased traff1c would come mainly in the dry months. The potential

Average Daily Traffic (ADT) in Summer could be as high as 110 ADT. In
Winter the ADT could drop to 28 ADT. The Golden Center Freeway would

probably receive most of the vehicular traffic.

Increased particulate emissions would be mitigated by surfacing all
roads and the aggregate plant area with gravel to stabilize disturbed
soils resulting from this project. A water truck and processed-rock

“water sprinklers mounted above the conveyor belts would also be

1mp1emented to minimize dust.

The applicant 1ntends to use the tailings p11es as a screen to block
both sight and noise from the public.

PROPOSED SURFACE MINING OPERATIONS

14.

15.

Proposed starting date of this project is January, 1980. Estimated
11fe of -operation is 4 years. This operation will have no phases.

The operation will be continuous throughout the year. The site is
developed but not yet in operation. Large mine waste stock piles
exist on the surface. Portable rock processing equipment will be
transported to the site.
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21,

The operation will crush approximately 66,000 cubic yards per year,
or 100,000 tons of rock a year.

Total Anticipated Production
Mineral commodities to be removed are an estimated 400,000 to 500,000
tons or 266,600 to 333,300 cubic yards over a 4 year period.

No mine waste will be retained on site, nor will mine waste be disposed
offsite.

Mining Method
Gravel/Sand Pit operation
Tailings Pond
Tailings Pile

.Mine wastes will be crushed on site with a portable secondary crusher.

There should be no waste resulting from this project. All crushed

materials, including the mill sand, will be hauled and sold offsite.
A screen will sort out rocks ]arger than 6" d1ameter to be sold as

building stone.

The anticipated water demand would be approximately 2,600 gallons per
day when crushing and moving rock in-dry conditions. The water would
be supplied from Wolf Creek. Water would be used to control dust
emissions. Water would be pumped from Wolf Creek to the spray nozzels
and the fire/water truck. The overflow of water should be slight as
only enough water to control dust would be used. A siltation basin
would be utilized to catch water overflow before it reaches UWolf Creek.

The applicant, overall, plans to keep dust, noise, and erosion to a
minimum. The underlying ground will be exposed slowly and reseeding will
then take place as new areas "come to Tight". The long main tailings
will be taken from the creek-side first along its length so that it

may continue to contain the mill sand and screen the neighboring houses
from noise and particulate matter.

Site Plan attached.

RECLAMATION PLAN:

225

23.a.

(See reclamation plan). Acreage to be reclaimed is approximately 40
acres.

Possible Alternate Reclaimed Site Conditions:

Alternate I - An area where the remains of the tailings piles were
graded to the contours of the pre-mining land terrain. Revegetation
would be accomplished by natural plant succession. More erosion would
be expected by this method.

Alternate II - Placement of a culvert in the intermittant drainage
of the site and leveling of the property to enable an easy transition
of industrial buildings and parking lots to occur.



a.Tracked bulldozers would ﬁrobably be used to level and contour
the reclaimed areas. Concurrent reclamation would take place as .
" the mine dumps are reduced.

b.Slopes, if any, would be stabilized by 1eav1ng a sufficient th1ckness
of rock wastes in place to act as a natural rip-rap.

c.This project will attempt to remove all waste dumps and tailings.
-Any "areas with tailings remaining will be resoiled and seeded to
stabilize the area. This could also be a concurrent aspect of the
reclamation plan. -

d.Pre-mining drainage would be re-established with a backhoe and shovel.:
A shallow "V" could be cut into and across the reclaimed areas. All
of the water flow would be intermittant in any recreated pre-mining
drainage. .

e:Tree stumps will be removed from the mine waste and taken to the

- McCourtney Road landfill for disposal. All residual equipment,
structures, and: refuse will be removed from the reclamation site at
the final stages of the project.

f.Control of.contaminants would be -a major concern of both the gravel
processing operation and the reclamation plan due to the proximity
of Wolf Creek. Refueling of vehicles will be done only at the proposed
crushing plant locations. Used motor oil will not be dumped on the
site. A contracted chemical toilet facilities will be used.throughout
the operation of this project. Sediment catch basins will be utilized
to control siltation into Wolf Creek.

g.The intermittant drainage on site would be rip- rapped if necessary to
control erosion and sed1mentat1on.

h.No residual hazards are ant1c1pated to be associated with this surface
mining operation. Al1 holes and/or hills would be Jeveled to minimize
hazards . ’ :

i.Stock piled soils, if any, will be spread over the reciaimed areas with
rubber-tired loaders. Revegetation must take place after the resoiling
and before the onset of winter rains. The Seil Conservation Service
has recommended reseeding with annual rye grass to hold the soils. A
mixture of digger pine, cottonwood, ceanothus shrubs and Teather oaks
would prosper in this soil, climate and topography.

28. The applicant has not selected a short term phasing of the reclamation.

29. Reclamation of this site will end surface mining and storage of the waste
rock. Underground mining would be unaffected by the reclamation plan.
Mining 0uts1de of the project would be unaffected by this reclamation
plan.



RESPONSIBILITY FOR RECLAMATION

The app11cant hereby accepts total respons1b111ty for rec]a1m1nq the
mined lands in accordance with the Reclamation Plan.
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PETER CHAMBERLIN " Depy
13790 Gas Canyon Rd. =

Nevada City, CA 95959

January 18, 1980

Mr. Jim Pappas

California Regional Water Quality Control Board
3201 S Street

Sacramento, CA 95816

Dear Mr. Pappas,

Enclosed is the "Preliminary Erosion Control Plan" for the proposed
gravel operation at Idaho-Maryland Mine (File No. 479-41). Please
review this plan prior to your field inspection of the site.

Please call when you have confirmed the time and date of the field
inspection.

Sincerely,

D Gl

Peter Chamberlin

cc. Sharon Boivin
Planning Department
HEW Building, Willow Valley Rd.
Nevada City, CA 95959

H. Thomas Unsell
Building Department
10433 Willow Valley Rd.
Nevada City, CA 95959

Richard Dejesus
Resource Conservation District

113 Presley Way, Suite 1
Grass Valley, CA 95945




Preliminary Erosion Control Plan

for the

Idaho-Maryland Mine Rock Crushing Project

(North Star Rock Products Corporation)

Prepared For

Clayton Abbott

Prepared By

ENVIRONALYSIS

With the Assistance of the

Nevada County Resource Conservation District

and the

U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service



Introduction

This proposed plan is intended to be used by the applicant to
reduce the level of potential adverse impacts to the earth and
water quality resulting from the proposed removal of waste mine
rock from the Idaho-Maryland Mine site in Grass Valley, California.
This plan is subject to review and revision by Public Agencies,
if necessary.

An Erosion Control Plan would be implemented during the proposed
mining operation to prevent significant environmental degradation,
and following the completion of the operation, the site would
be reclaimed as required by law. The previously prepared
Environmental Information Form and the Surface Mining Reclamation
Plan also contain mitigation to reduce potential environmental
effects, as well as outlining both the proposed concurrent and

final reclamation of the site.



Erosion Control Plan

(1) Cross-section profiles of the existing site, showing
elevations and depth of the rock waste material, and cross-section
profiles of the site elevations as they would be when the proposed
operation is completed should be prepared before the Nevada County
Planning Commission hearing for this project. The profiles should
determine the depth of rock waste material, and no material beyond

the determined depth should be removed.

(2) The applicant shall provide gravel and/or rip-rap for the
plant site drainways, roads and conduits. When the site area is
reclaimed, following the gravel operation, the intermittant

drainage would be re-established to the pre-mining patterns.

(3) No vegetation shall be disturbed between Wolf Creek and the

toe of the rock piles which are being removed.

(4) No native vegetation shall be removed except what is necessary
for the stated objectives.

(5) Fine rock particles generated through the proposed crushing
operation that would remain on-site during the wet season (October
1 to April 30) shall be stabilized. A

e



(6) Any exposed area resulting from the proposed operation shall
be stabilized by October 1 and remain stabilized through April
30. During this period no excavation would be allowed, but other
related activities, such as crushing, stockpile removal and sales
would be allowed. Reclamation should be concurrent with the
proposed excavatio;—ggg?nggns, and the applicant should plan
to excavate no more material (or area) than he would be able to
reclaim within the dry weather season. -

(7) The Nevada County Resource Conservation District shbuld be
contacted prior to October 1 for the purpose of site inspection
each season to determine the adequacy of the stabilization program.
Stabilization may include seeding, mulching, fertilizing, placing
of a crushed or broken rock layer, or the use of plastic sheeting

on a temporary basis.

(8) Proposed Phasing of the Operation

Phase I

To redirect the current drainage from the Lausmann logging mill
pond through the mine tailings dike and away from the proposed
sediment control basin. This redirected drainage would discharge
into Wolf Creek at a point upstream from the proposed gravel

removal area.




Phase II
The existing mill sands in the sediment basin, used when the
Idaho-Maryland Mine was active, shall be removed. Once the sands
are removed the sediment basin would function to control
sedimentation off the site from the proposed gravel operation.
The existing outlet structure for the basin would be used; however,
under no circumstances ‘should the outlet conduit be disturbed
by the mill sand removal process. If required by the California
Regional Water Quality Control Board, an annual hydraulic mass
balance for the site could be prepared. No discharge of water
“SHQX' from the sediment basin would be made during dry weather.
T it

Final Phase

The mine tailings dike should be removed during the last phase
of tﬁz—;?EEZZET’EﬁGET?Eﬁbva1 shall occur only during dry weather;
however, no work should be done on the dike between October 1
to April 30.
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February 20, 1980 T

TO: NEVADA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
FROM: NEVADA COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT

SUBJECT: Use Permit Application of North Star Rock Products Corporation
for the expansion of an existing gravel harvest and processing
operation and reclamation plan on the operation, locatéd:at the -
old Idaho Maryland Mine. U79-4l1.

t

FACTUAL DATA

The property involved in this application is a 110 acre parcel being leased
by the applicant from Marion Ghidotti, and it is a portion of the site
formerly known as the Idaho Maryland Mine lying on the south side of Idaho
Maryland Road, immediately east of the Hills Flat Interchange on the Golden
Center Freeway, State Highway 20-49. The property is within the boundaries
of an "M1" Light Industrial District, as is property to the south and east.
Land to the north and west, inside the Grass Valley city limits, is zoned for
industrial use. There is a small strip of residential uses on both sides of the
street in the county, and those homes are zoned residential until such time
as they are converted to industrial uses consistent with the city and county
general plans for the area. The proposed county general plan revision also
recommends the area for industrial use.

This use permit application involves only about 40 acres out of the 110
acres, and this 40 acres is covered with mill sand and rock left from the
historic hard rock mining operation. The application and reclamation plan
indicates that approximately 400,000 -to 500,000 tons of rock (270,000 cubic
yards) and 10,000 tons of mill sand will be removed from the site. It is
intended that the site will then be restored to its original contours and
reseeded where necessary to prevent erosion.. The environmental information
form, reclamation plan and.ARC memo are attached for a complete understanding
of the project which will also include a crusher and screening plant to
process the waste rock and sand.

At its meering of January 10, 1980, the Nevada County Advisory Review Com-
mittee conducted environmental review on the project. The attached ARC
memo reflects the ARC recommendation that the Commission find that although
this project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will
not be a significant effect because of recommended mitigation measures to
be attached to the project (see * in staff recommendations). Also attached
is the erosion control plan which the ARC memo indicates must be submitted
before the Planning Commission meeting.

It is noted that the provisions of the "M1" Light Industrial District in
which the subject property is located do nmot allow gravel harvest::

-1~

[}



North Star Rock Use Yermit Staff Report
February 20, 1980
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and processing as permitted or conditionally permitted uses. However, the
property owner has indicated that mine rock has been sold and taken from the
property continuously since the mine closed, and so this use permit application
is for expansion of an existing, non-conforming use by the addition of a
crusher and screening plant.

STAFF COMMENT

During review of the environmental impacts of this project, ARC members noted
that noise will probably be the most obvious impact associated with the gravel
operation. Page 23 of the environmental information form indicates that the
ambient noise level in the industrial nejghborhood ranges from 60 to 70 DBA.
The neighborhood already contains four lumber processing operations plus a
variety of other industrial uses, and a great deal of residential and industrial
traffic already uses Idaho Maryland Road as a connection between Brunswick
Road and the freeway interchange, so the ambient level is high already.
Mitigation measures suggested by ARC and recommended staff conditions include
noise attenuation methods which should keep noise levels at the property lines
below the existing ambient level. Conditions are also suggested to preclude
pollution of Wolf Creek and degradation of air quality in the area.

To demomnstrate how the property will be restored to its original contours after
the rock is removed, the. applicant has submitted cross sections of the site
depicting existing and proposed conditioms. A copy of those profiles is attached
along with the erosion control plan required by the ARC before the Planning
Commission meeting.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Tt appears, based on information currently available, that the Planning Com—
mission can make the findings necessary to grant a use permit for the proposed
project, and the County's zoning regulations make provisions for expansion

and alteration of a non-conforming use, even though that use may not be provided
for in the zoning distriect in which the property is located.

The Planning Department recommends that the Planning Commission take the
following actions to grant the use permit:

I. Use Permit - The Planning Commission should move to grant the use
permit, subject to the following conditions (*indicates ARC recommended

mitigation):

A. Planning Department

%1, If water for the project is to be taken from Wolf Creek, either
water rights to the water will be established to the satisfaction
of the Nevada Irrigation District, or satisfactory arrangements
shall be made with the district to draft water from the creek.

%2, All appropriate permits shall be obtained from the Nevada County
Building Department, Nevada Irrigation District, and State Department
of Fish & Game for the proposed bridge crossing over Wolf Creek.

The Department of Fish & Game indicates that the department will
not require a stream alteratidnwpermit:fdr-thesbuilding.crossing if
(1) the applicant does not disturb the historic railroad crossing
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abutments; and (2) the access road shall cross the rock dike on a
90 degree angle and shall not parallel the rock pile which would
involve riparian vegetation removal.

*3, The mill pond adjacent to the main project area shall be deepened
and/or flash boards reinstalled in the outlet facility so that
suspended material in run-off waters can settle out before entering
Wolf Creek. This settlement pound shall maintain a useful life as
long as the period of time necessary to restabilize the area after the
project ends.

%4, In order to preserve wildlife habitat to the greatest extent possible,
no native vegetation shall be removed except where necessary to
remove the mine waste material.

%*5. The location of screening and crushing equipment shall be limited to
site number one indicated on the site plan submitted by the applicant.
The applicant shall, to the best of his ability, locate the plant
so that it is screened as much as possible from view from the Golden
Center Freeway.

%6, Noise emanating from the project shall not exceed 70 decibels at the
property line. If complaints are received from adjoining properties
regarding excessive noise emissions, the applicant shall submit a
study which shall be brought back before the Planning Commission
which in turn may reconsider the use permit application for denial,
additional conditions of approval, or reaffirmation.

%7, Prior to commencement of operation, submit a waste discharge report
to the State Water Quality Contrcl Board and then comply with any
requirements of that agency.

*8. Hours of operation for the processing plant and loader shall be
limited to from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, except for
a demonstratable emergency which shall be reported to the Planming
Department. Operation beyond the designated times for purposes
other than machinery maintenance or authentic emergency may cause
the permit to be brought back to the Planning Commission which may
in turn modify the conditions on the permit or recommend its re-
vocation to the Board of Supervisors.

*9., Subject to any on-going requirements of the Nevada County Air
Pollution Control Officer.

%#10. Subject to receipt of a walver from the Nevada County Health Officer
for the use of portable toilets.

*]11. The use permit covers only removal of mine waste and procesSingito
restore the site to its original contours. Earth excavation for a
borrow pit is not included.

%*12. The permit covers only the processing of material harvested from the
subject property and does not include the processing of material
imported from outside of the property.

%13, This permit includes no approval of on-site fuel storage. Any
fueling of vehicles on the site will be done with care to preclude

spillage.
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*14. The water supply used to control dust on the site shall be clearly

‘ . marked to 1nd1cate it is not sultable for drlnklng. ’ :

*lS.».Vegetatlve waste generated by the gravel removal shalI be disposed
‘of at the sanitary land fill -unless a permit is issued by the A1r
Pollutlon Control Offlcer for on—51te .burning. o S

*16. Any hlstorlcal artlfacts recovered durlng the gravel harvest and
proce551ng shall be recelved by the" Nevada County Hlstorlcal Society.
17. The follow1ng n01se attenuatlon and dust control measures. shall be.
- employed by the appllcant for the llfe of the use permlt

l. 'The subject site and access road shall be watered regularly
’ to control dust” emissions. . .
2. All. equlpment a55001ated w1th the use shall be muffled with |
. _approved mufflers.

3.. The applicant shall. take the . 51des cf the long talllngs pile -
w3+ first, and then- reduce the height at the last phase of the
- project. - Thls condltlon is ‘intended to provide a noise
barrier’ between the operation.'and nearby homes to the north and
northeast for’ the longest time possible. '
- 4., Where fea31ble,'all metal to metal contact points will be
. . insulated. R
5. Rubberize or 1nsulate _rock hoppers and bins.
‘6. Cal OSHA ear protectlon shall -be prov1ded to employees.
J7.% Limit the speed.’of. all vehlcles on the access road to 25
" mile$ per hourw.. -
- L1m1t the ‘fange- ‘of the- tracked bulldozer to the plant site
: and use the rubber—tlred loader off the plant site.

ORI
s

B. Resource Conservatlon Dlstrlct "__" :'.V ;"" . T
<7, . " S .
*]. The Nevada County Resource- Conservat1on District has approved the
erosion and sedimentation control plan submitted by the applicant,
and the conditions included . in that plan are made condltlons on

this use permlt, as follows

a. No materlal beyond the depth of rock waste materlal shall be
7 -removed from . the: s1te
b. The appllcant shall prov1de gravel and/or rip-rap for the plant
site dra1nways, roads and conduits., ‘'When the site area is
reclaimed, follow1ng the gravel operation, the intermittant
dralnage would be re—establlshed to the pre—mlnlng patterns.
* ¢. . Fine tock particles generated through the proposed crushing -
‘operation that would rémain on-site. during “the. wet season
) . (October’ 1 -to- Aprll .30). shall be stabliized. ’
d. Any’exposed-area resulting -from the proposed operatlon shall
be stabilized. by October 1. -and remain stabilized through April
'}'30 Durlng this! perlod no excavatlon ‘would be. allowed, but
" other related act1v1t1es, such -as crushing;. stockplle removal
and sales .would be allowed. Reclamation must be’ concurrent with
. . the proposed excavatlon operatlons, and the- appl1cant shall
" excdvate ho more material than he would be able to recla1m
.:w1th1n the dry weather season.

B
1
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e. The Nevada County Resource Conservation District shall be
contacted prior to October 1 annually for the purpose of
site inspection each season to determine the adequacy of the
stabilization program. Stabilization may include seeding,
mulching, fertilizing, placing of a crushed or broken rock
layer, or the use of plastic sheeting on a temporary basis.

f. The existing mill sands in the sediment basin, used when the
Idaho-Maryland Mine was active, shall be removed from the
site, Once the sands are removed, the sediment basin shall
function to control sedimentation off the site from the pro-
posed gravel operation. The existing outlet structure for
the basin shall be used, and the outlet conduit shall not
be disturbed by the mill sand removal process.

g. No vegetation shall be disturbed between Wolf Creek and the
top of the rock piles which are being removed.

h. In order to protect the two concrete pillars as required by
the Historical Society, 150 feet of the tailing dike located
adjacent to Wolf Creek and the northermmost pillar shall
remain undisturbed as follows:

1. Do not disturb the tailings pile for a distance of

50 feet eastward and 100 feet westward of the concrete
pillar; and

The slopes created by this activity shall not exceed 2:1
and shall be stabilized as directed by the Resource
Conservation District.

S

C. Department of Public Works

*1. Dedicate road right-of-way to the County of Nevada along Bennett
Street and Idaho-Maryland Road on an alignment satisfactory to the
Department of Public Works which shall prepare the deeds for the
dedication.

%2. The access road into the property shall be a minimum of eighteen feet
wide and shall be paved from the County road to the new bridge
crossing over Wolf Creek. The applicant shall place a stop sign facing
south where the new access road intersects Idaho-Maryland Road.

*%3. At the conclusion of the project, the new bridge crossing over
Wolf Creek shall be removed.

%4, The applicant has offered a fee of $800.00 to mitigate the cumulative
impact of traffic generated by the proposed project. That fee shall
be counted as credit to other projects on the same property when the
gravel operation has terminated.

ITI. Use Permit Findings - In granting the use permit, the Commission should
make the following minimum findings based on the standards included in
Section L-IV 31.5 of the Land Use and Development Code:

A. The site for the proposed use is adequate in size and shape to
contain the crusher, screen and sedimentation pond within the confines
of the property so that operation is not detrimental to adjoining
properties.
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‘B. Idaho—Maryland Road -and the roads serving it are adequate to accomodate
" the kinds ard quantities. of .traffic: generated by the use, and the L
appllcant has volunteered funds to contrlbute toward 1mprovements dn -
' the regional transportatlon system.

C. The condltlons attached to the permlt Wlll assure that the operatlon
will- have no adverse effect on abuttlng propertles or’ the perm1tted \
- use thereof C .o L . - -

D. The condltlons attached to the permit are necessdry to- promote, protect
and secure the publ1c health, safety and welfare. ’

. IIIT. Reclamatlon Plan - Appr0ve the reclamatlon plan subm1tted w1th the ap-
' plication with 'the follow1ng ‘minimum f1nd1ngs required by Sectlon LII
,31B 6 of ‘the Nevada County Land Use and Development Code.;

-A. :That the reclamatlon plan mlnlmlzes water degradatlon, ‘air pollutlon,
- - damage to aquatic. and w1ld11fe habitat, floodlng, er051on, and other
adverse ‘effects. from surface mlnlng operatlons. :

;B.{_That the. reclamat1on plan ‘restores the, mined lands to a-usable

. conditlon whlch is readlly adaptable for alternatlve 1and uses.

- C. 'That the reclamatlon plan restores the mined 1ands to .a condltlon
' which creates.no danger -td public health or,safety.

¢

IV.  FEnvirohmental Béview — The Commission may find“that’although’the project
" could have a significant effect on- the- erivironment, there will not be a
_ significant effect in this case because "0f conditions attached ‘to the
" issuance of the permit, and the staff is .directed to flle a negatlve
) declaratlon on . the prOJect with the- County Clerk .
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cc/Mr' Clayton Abbott P 0. Box. 908 Grass Valley, CA 95945

Mrs. Marion Ghidotti, 426 . Commerc1al Street, Nevada City, CA 95959
Mr.-Peter Chamberlln, 13790 Gas Canyon Road,. Nevada Clty, CA 95959
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MEMORANDUM

TO: FILE U79~41 USE PERMIT APPLICATION FOR NORTH STAR ROCK PRODUCTS
CCRPORATION FOR A GRAVEL HARVEST AND PROCESSING OPERATION AT THE
IDARO-MARYLAND MINE.

FROM:: ADVISORY REVIEW COMMITTEE
SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEY ON USE PERMIT APPLICATION
DATE: JANUARY 10, 1980

At its meeting on this date, the Mevada County Advisory Review Committee
commenced environmental review on the subject project which includes the use
permit application for gravel harvest and processing, and the reclamation plan
for restoration of the site.

Environmental review on the project involved lengthy discussion with the
applicant, Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Abbott of North Star Rock Products;
Mr. Peter Chamberlin, environmental consultant; and Mrs. Marion Ghidotti,
the property owner. Letters from interested agencies were reviewed.

In response to comments from the City of Grass Valley relative to traffic
impacts on Railroad Avenue, the applicant indicated he has changed his proposed
access and now wants to- build a bridge across Wolf Creek east of the Railroad
Avenue intersection. ‘ :

In completing the environmental checklist form, a number of impacts were
recognized as significant but were felt to be miticated by recommended
conditions. It was noted that the Building Department representative on the
committee indicated he was not satisfied with the information received on erosion
control techniques, impacts on historical resources and effects of potential
sedimentation. Other committee members felt that mitigation measures are written
so' that thisijnformatjon'Wi11'bewrecéived'pFior*to’the'P]anﬁing'CommiSSion public
hearing on the application.

FolTowing completion of discussion and the checklist, which is attached hereto

for a recognition of impacts, the committee voted two yes, one no, to recommend
to the Planning Commission that it find that although there could be a signifi-
cant effect on the environment, there will not be a significant effect in this

case because of the following recommended mitigation measures to be attached

to the project:
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1. If water for the project is to be taken from Wolf Creek, either water

10.

rights to the water will be established to the satisfaction of the
Nevada Irrigation District, or satisfactory arrangements shall be made
with the district to draft water from the creek.

A11 appropriate permits shall be obtained from the Mevada County Building
Department, Nevada Irrigation District and State Department of Fish and
Game for the proposed bridae crossing over Woif Creek. (Mote: Subsequent
discussions with the Department of Fish. and ‘Game representatives .indicate
that the department will not require a strean alteration permit ‘for ‘the
bridge crossing if (1) the applicant does not disturb the historic railroad
crossing abutments; and (2) the access road shall cross the rock dike on

a 90 degree angle and shall not parallel the rock pile which would involve
riparian vegetation removal.)

No vegetation shall be disturbed between Wolf Creek and the Toe of the
rock piles which are being removed.

The mi1l pond adjacent to the main project area shall be deepened.land/or
flash boards reinstalled in the outlet facility so that suspended material
in run-off waters can settle out before entering Wolf Creek. This settle-
ment pond shall maintain a useful life as Tong as the period of time
necessary to restabilize the area after the project ends.

Any exposed slopes or roadways which may discharge silt into Wolf Creek
shall be stabilized by October 1 and remain so through April 30.

In order to preserve wildlife habitat to the greatest extent possible,
no native vegetation shall be removed except where necessary to remove
the mine waste material.

The Tocation of screening and crushing equipment shall be limited t{o Site
No. T indicated on the site plan submitted by the applicant. The applicant
shall, to the best of his ability, locate the plan sc that it is screened as
much as possible from view from the Golden Center Freeway.

Noise emanating from the project shall not exceed 70 decibels at the property
Tine. If complaints are received from adjoining properties regarding
excessive noise emissions, the applicant shall submit a noise study which
shall be brought back before the Plannine Commission which in turn may re-
consider the use permit application for denial, additional conditions of
approval, or reaffirmation.

Prior to the public hearing before the Planning Commission on the use permit
application and the reclamation plan, the Resource Conservation District
shall approve an erosion and sedimentation control plan, and the recom-
mendations in that plan shall be attached as conditions on the use permit.

Prior to commencement of operation, submit a waste discharge report to the
State Water Quality Control Board and then comply with any requirements of
that agency.



Memo to the File - January 10, 1979

U79-41 North Star Rock Products Page 3
11. Dedicate road right-of-way to the County of Nevada along Bennett Street

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

and Idaho Maryland Road on an alignment satisfactory to the Department of
Public Works. The Department of Public Works shall prepare the deeds for
the dedication.

The access road into the property shall be a minimum of eighteen feet

wide and shall be paved from the County road to the new bridge crossing
over Wolf Creek. The applicant shall place a stop sign facing south where
the new access road intersects Idaho Maryland Road.

At the conclusion of the project, the new bridge crossing over Holf Creek
shall be removed.

The applicant has offeréed a fee of $800.00 to mitigate the cumulative impact
of traffic generated by the proposed use. That fee shall be counted as credit
to other projects when the gravel operation has terminated.

Hours of operation for the processing plant and Toader shall be Timited to

from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, except for a demonstratable
emergency which shall be reported in writina to the Planning Department.
Operation beyond the designated times for purposes other than machinery main-
tenance or authentic emergency may cause the permit to be brought back to the
PTanning Commission which may in turn modify the conditions on the permit or
recommend its revocation to the Board of Supervisors.

Subject to any on-going requirements of the Nevada County Air.Po11ution
Control Officer.

Subject to receipt of a waiver from the Nevada County Health Officer for the
use of portable toilets.

The use.permit covers only removal of mine waste and processing to restore
the site to its original contours. Earth excavation for a borrow pit is not
included.,

The permit covers only the processing of material harvested from the subject
property and does not include the nrocessing of material imported from out-
side the property.

This permit includes no approval of on-site fuel storage. Any fueling of
vehicles on the site will be done with care to preclude spillage.

The water supp]y used to control dust on the site shall be clearly marked
to indicate it is not suitable for drinking.

Vegetative waste generated by the gravel removal shall be disposed of at the
sanitary land fill unless a permit is issued by the Air Pollution Control
Officer for on-site burning.

Any historical artifacts recovered during the gravel harvest and processing
shall be reviewed by the Mevada County Historical Society.
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It was noted that the applicant appeared to be in agreement with the recommended
mitigation meaures, but he did indicate that he would Tike the hours of operation
to be changed to from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. during the summer months. The
committee did not amend its recommendation because of concerns for possible noise
impacts on adjoining residential uses.

SMB:jp

cc: North Star Rock Products Corporation, P. 0. Box 908, Grass Valley, CA 95945
Mrs. Marion Ghidotti, 426 Commercial Street, Nevada City, CA 95959
Mr. Peter Chamberlin, 13790 Gas Canyon Road, Mevada City, CA 95959
Mevada County Building Department
Nevada County Department of Public Horks
Mevada County Resource Conservation District .
Mr. Bill Roberts, Grass Valley Planning Department
Mr. Ed. Neuharth, Nevada Irrigation District
Mr. James Pappas, California Regional Mater Quality Control Board,
Central Valley Region, 3201 "S" Street, Sacramento, CA 95816




COUNTY OF NEVADA

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
205 Willow Valley Road
Nevada City, California 95959
(916) 265-2461 ext, 260

NOTICE OF CONDITIONAL APPROVAL
USE PERMIT APPLICATION

TO: North Star Rock Products Corporation Use Permit No. 1082
P. 0. Box 908 500(M1) U79-41
Grass Valley, California 95945 AP# 09-550-13, 14, 15 (M1)

AP# 09-560-02, 08 (RA)

You are hereby notified that the Nevada County Planning Commission, at a
regular meeting held on ‘February 28, 1980, after public hearing, did duly
consider your application filed on October 12, 1979, under the terms of
Nevada County Ordinance No. 500, for the surface mining reclamation plan

" and use permit of North Star Rock Products Corporation for an operation
which will involve harvesting, crushing, screening, and sale of waste rock
left from the Idaho-Maryland Mine lying on the south side of Idaho-Maryland
Road approximately 500 feet east of that street's intersection with Railroad
Avenue, east of the Grass Valley city 1imits. The subject property, which
is being leased by the applicant from Mrs. Marion Ghidotti, is within the
boundaries of an "M1" Light Industrial Zoning District. This permit is
being processed as an alteration of an existing non-conforming use. A

Tegal description is on file in the Planning Department, 10433 Willow Valley
Road, Nevada City, California.

After said hearing, and upon the evidence thereat submitted, the said
Commission does hereby notify you that your application for use permit is
granted, subject to the following conditions:

A.  PLANNING DEPARTMENT:

*1, If water for the project is to be taken from Wolf Creek, either
water rights to the water will be established to the satisfaction
of the Nevada Irrigation District, or satisfactory arrangements
shall be made with the district to draft water from the creek.

*2. A1l appropriate permits shall be obtained from the Nevada County
Building Department, Nevada Irrigation District, and State Depart-
ment of Fish & Game for the proposed bridge crossing over Wolf
Creek. The Department of Fish & Game indicates that the department
will not require a stream alteration permit for the building cross-
ing if (1) the applicant does not disturb the historic railroad
crossing abutments; and (2) the access road shall cross the rock
dike on a 90 degree angle and shall not parallel the rock pile
which would involve riparian vegetation removal.
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The mill pond adjacent to the main project area shall be deepened
and/or flash boards reinstalled in the outlet facility so that
suspended material in run-off waters can settle out before enter-
ing Wolf Creek. This settlement pond shall maintain a useful life
as long as the period of time necessary to restabilize the area
after the project ends.

In order to preserve wildlife habitat to the greatest extent
possible, no native Vvegetation shall be removed except where
necessary to remove the mine waste material.

The location of screening and crushing equipment shall be 1imited
to site number one indicated on the site plan submitted by the
applicant. The applicant shall, to the best of his abki11ty, lecate
the plant so that it is screened as much as possible from view from
the Golden Center Freeway.

Noise emanating from the project shall not exceed 70 decibels at the
property line. If complaints are received from adjoining properties
regarding excessive noise emissions, the applicant shall submit a
study which shall be brought back before the Planning Commission
which in turn may reconsider the use permit application for denial,
additional conditions of approval, or reaffirmation.

Prior to commencement of operation, submit a waste discharge report
to the State Water Quality Control Board and then comply with any
requirements of that agency.

Hours of operation for the processing plant and loader shall be
1imited to from & a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, except for
a demonstrable emergency which shall be reported to the Planning
Department. The operation could commence at 7 a.m. during the
summer months (May 1 through September 30), unless an unresolved
complaint is received by the Planning Department. Operation beyond
the designated times for purposes other than machinery maintenance
or authentic emergency may cause the permit to be brought back to
the Planning Commission which may in turn modify the conditions on
the permit or recommend its revocation to the Board of Supervisors.

Subject to any on-going requirements of the Nevada County Air
Pollution Control Officer.

Subject to receipt of a waiver from the Nevada County Health Officer
for the use of portable toilets.

The use permit covers only-removal of mine waste and processing to
restore the site to its original contours. Earth excavation for a
borrow pit is not included.

The permit covers only the processing of material harvested from
the subject property and does not include the processing of material
imported from outside of the property.



Notice of Conditional Approval - Use Permit No. 1082
North Star Rock Products Corporation, applicant

Page 3.
*1.3,

*14,

*18.

*le.

12

This permit includes no approval of on-site fuel storage, Any
fueling of vehicles on the site will be done with care to preclude
spillage.

The water supply used to control dust on the site shall be clearly
marked to indicate it is not suitable for drinking.

Vegetative waste generated by the gravel removal shall be disposed
of at the sanitary land fi11 unless a permit is issued by the Air
Pollution Control Officer for on-site burning.

Any historical artifacts recovered during the gravel harvest and
processing shall be received by the Nevada County Historical Society.

The following noise attenuation and dust control measures shall be
employed by the applicant for the 1ife of the use permit:

a). The subject site and access road shall be watered regularly
to control dust emissions.

b). A1l equipment associated with the use shall be muffled with
approved mufflers.

c). The applicant shall take the sides of the long tailings pile
first, and then reduce the height at the last phase of the
project. This condition is intended to provide a noise
barrier between the operation and nearby homes to the north
and northeast for the longest time possible. .

d). Where feasible, all metal to metal contact points will be
insulated.

e). Rubberize or insulate rock hoppers and bins.

f). Cal OSHA ear protection shall be provided to employees.

g). Limit the speed of all vehicles on the access road to 25
miles per hour.

h). Limit the range of the tracked bulldozer to the plant site

and use the rubber-tired loader off the plant site.

B. RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT:

s "

The Nevada County Resource Conservation District has approved the

erosion and sedimentation control plan submitted by the applicant, |
and the conditions included in that plan are made conditions on

this use permit, as follows: |

a). No material beyond the depth of rock waste material shall be
removed from the site.

b). The applicant shall provide gravel and/or rip-rap for the plant ,
site drainways, roads and conduits. When the site area is re- ;
claimed, following the gravel operation, the intermittent
drainage would be re-established to the pre-mining patterns.

¢). Fine rock particles generated through the proposed crushing
operation that would remain on-site during the wet season
(October 1 to April 30) shall be stabilized.
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d). Any exposed area resulting from the proposed operation shall
be stabilized by October 1, and remain stabilized through April
30. During this period no excavation would be allowed, but
other related activities, such as crushing, stockpile removal
and sales would be allowed. Reclamation must be concurrent with
the proposed excavation operations, and the applicant shall
excavate no more material than he would be able to reclaim
within the dry weather season.

e). The Nevada County Resource Conservation District shall be
contacted prior to October 1 annually for the purpose of site
inspection each season to determine the adequacy of the stab-
ilization program. Stabilization may include seeding, mulching,
fertilizing, placing of a crushed or broken rock layer, or the
use of plastic sheeting on a temporary basis.

f). The existing mill sands in the sediment basin, used when the
Idaho-Maryland Mine was active, shall be removed from the site.
Once the sands are removed, the sediment basin shall function
to control sedimentation off the site from the proposed gravel
operation. The existing outlet structure for the basin shall
be used, and the outlet conduit shall not be disturbed by the
mill sand removal process.

g). No vegetation shall be disturbed between Wolf Creek and the
top of the rock piles which are being removed.

h). In order to protect the two concrete pillars as required by
the Historical Society, 150 feet of the tailing dike located
adjacent to Wolf Creek and the northernmost pillar shall
remain undisturbed as follows:

1. Do not disturb the tailing pile for a distance of 50 feet
eastward and 100 feet westward of the concrete pillar; and

2. The slopes created by this activity shall not exceed 2:1
and shall be stabilized as directed by the Resource
Conservation District.

C. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS:

*1, Dedicate road right-or-way to the County of Nevada along Bennett
Street and Idaho-Maryland Road on an alignment satisfactory to the
Department of Public Works which shall prepare the deeds for the
dedication.

*2, The access road into the property shall be a minimum of eighteen feet
wide and shall be paved from the County road to the new bridge cross-
ing over Wolf Creek. The applicant shall place a stop sign facing
south where the new access road intersects with Idaho-Maryland Road.

*3, At the conclusion of the project, the new bridge crossing over Wolf
Creek shall be removed if required by the Department of Public Works.

%4, The applicant has offered a fee of $800.00 to mitigate the cumulative
. impact of traffic generated by the proposed project. That fee shall
be counted as credit to other projects on the same property when the
gravel operation has terminated.
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The applicant is also responsible for compliance with applicable State laws and
County ordinances. Pursuant to the requirements of the Land Use and Development
Code, you are hereby notified that this permit is not valid until the expiration
of 15 days from the date of the Planning Commission action. If the granting of
the permit is appealed or submitted to the Board of Supervisors for final action,
the effective date is stayed until final action by said Board.

Section L-IT 32.1 of the Nevada County Land Use and Development Code states that
when the use of land, building or premises, authorized by the County under provi-
sions of a plan or permit is not established within one year (or as specified by
the Planning Commission or Board of Supervisors in granting a plan or permit)

from the date of such authorization, the permit issued pursuant thereto shall
become null and void. When the actual construction of any main building or
buildings which are described or shown in any application which in the determina-
tion of the approving authority is not commenced or the conditions attached thereto
complied with, within one year from the date it became final or within the time
specified in such application or determination, if any, the permit issued pursuant
thereto shall become null and void. The "main building or buildings" are those
housing the main or principal use of the premises as authorized, or as designated
in the determination of the approving authority. When actual construction of any
accessory building or buildings which are described or shown in any application or
determination of the approving authority is not commenced prior to or immediately

. following completion of construction of the main building or buildings, or within
the time specified in the application or determination, if any (whichever is earlier)
any such accessory building or buildings may be deemed not authorized by the permit
jssued thereto. For the purposes of the foregoing, the "accessory building" or
buildings are those other than the main building or buildings.

You are advised not to commence any work on this permit until the 15-day period
expires and to check with the Planning Department to determine if any appeal has
been submitted.

NEVADA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

Jeff L. B. (Ben) Hulse, Ex-Officio
Secretary to the Commission

Mabel J. Miltér, Clerk to the
Planning Commission

By:

cc/Nevada County Department of Public Works
Nevada County Health Department
Resource Conservation District
Department of Fish and Game
Water Quality Control Board - Central Region
Nevada Irrigation District
City of Grass Valley
Nevada County Air Pollution Control Officer
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COUNTY OF NEVADA

PLANNING DEPARTMENT

700 Zion Street
Nevada City, California 95959
(916) 265-1440

NOTICE OF CONDITIONAL APPROVAL
USE PERMIT APPLICATION

-

North Star Rock Products Corporation Use Permit #1370

Mr., Harry Abbott 500 (M1) U8525

P. 0. Box 908 AP No., 9-55-13,14,15
Grass Valley, CA 95945 Certified #P 720 518 216

You are hereby notified that the Nevada County Planning Commission, at a
regular meeting held on May 9, 1985, after public hearing, did duly
consider your application filed on March 28, 1985, for an amendment to
U79~41 to allow importation of off-site materials for omn-site processing,
relocation of the rock crushing and processing plant and revision of the
approved reclamation plan for the rock crushing operation located on
Idaho Maryland Road. A legal description of the property is on file in
the Planning Department, 700 Zion Street, Nevada City, Califormnia

After said hearing, and upon the evidence thereat submitted, the Planning
Commission does hereby notify you that your application for use permit

is granted, subject to the original conditions attached to U79-41 as
amended: (Changes are indicated by an %)

A, PLANNING DEPARTMENT

1. If water for the project is to be taken from Wolf Creek,
either water rights to the water will be established to
the satisfaction of the Nevada Irrigation District, or
satisfactory arrangements shall be made with the district
to draft water from the creek.

2, All appropriate permits shall be obtained from the Nevada
County Buillding Department, Nevada Irrigation District,
and State Department of Fish & Game for the proposed
bridge crossing over Wolf Creek. The Department of Fish
& Game indicates that the department will not require a
stream alternation permit for the building crossing if
(1) the applicant does not disturb the historic railroad
crossing abutments; and (2) the access road shall cross
the rock dike on a 90 degree angle and shall not parallel
the rock pile which would involve riparian vegetation
removal.

3. The mill pond adjacent to the main project area shall be
deepened and/or flash boards reinstalled in the outlet
S\ facility so that suspended material in run-off waters can
“gettle out before entering Wolf Creek., This settlement °
pond shall maintain a usefu)l life as long as the period
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of time necessary to re-establish the area after the
project ends.

In order to preserve wildlife habitat to the greatest
extent possible, no native vegetation shall be removed
except where necessary to remove the mine waste material.

The rock processing/crushing plant shall be moved downslope
and eastward approximately 300 feet as represented on the
site plan.

Noise emanating from the project shall not exceed 70
decibels at the property line. If complains are received
from adjoining properties regarding excessive noise
emissions, the applicant shall submit a study which shall
be brought back before the Planning Commission which in
turn may reconsider the use permit application for denial,
additional conditions of approval, or reaffirmation.

Prior to commencement of operation, submit a waste discharge
report to the State Water Quality Control Board and then
comply with any requirements of that agency.

Hours of operation for the processing plant and loader
shall be limited to from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday, except for a demonstrable emergency which shall
be reported to the Planning Department., The operation
could commence at 7 a.m. during the summer months (May 1
through September 30), unless an unresolved complaint is
received by the Planning Department. Operation beyond
the designated times for purposes other than machinery
maintenance or authentic emergency may cause the permit
to be brought back to the Planning Commission which may
in turn modify the conditions on the permit or recommend
its revocation to the Board of Supervisors.

Subject to any on—-going requirements of the Nevada County
Air Pollution Control Officer.

Subject to receipt of a waiver from the Nevada County
Health Officer for the use of portable toilets.

The use permit covers only removel of mine waste and
processing to restore the site to its original contours.
Earth excavation for a borrow pit 1s not included.

This permit covers the processing of rock material from
off-site locations for a maximum of five years.

Any storage of on-site fuel shall be done in complaince
with Department of Fish & Game regulations.

The water supply used to control dust on the site shall
be clearly marked to indicate it is not suitable for
drinking.
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Vegetative waste generated by the gravel removal shall be
disposed of at the sanitary land £ill unless a permit is
issued by the Air Pollution Countrol Officer for on-site
burning.

Any historical artifacts recovered during the gravel
harvest and processing shall be received by the Nevada
County Historical Society.

The following noise attenuation and dust control measures
shall be employed by the applicant for the life of the
use permit:

a. The subject site and access road shall be watered
regularly to control dust emissions.

b. All equipment associated with the use shall be
muffled with approved mufflers.

c. The applicant shall take the sides of the long
tailings pile first, and then reduce the height at
the last phase of the project. This condition is
intended to provide noise barrier between the oper-—
ation and nearby homes to the north and northeast
for the longest time possible.

d. Where feasible, all metal to metal contact points
will be insulated. .

e. Rubberize or insulate rock hoppers and bins.

£. Cal OSHA ear protectiocn shall be provided to employees.

-8 Limit the speed of all vehicles on the access road
to 25 miles per hour,

h., Limit the range of the tracked bulldozer to the
plant site and use the rubber-tired loader off the
plant site.

Comply with the reclamation plan from U75-41 within one
year of the date of this permit or imstall the £ill
material from the adjacent project known as Wolf Creek
Plaza within the City of Grass Valley.

All access haul routes from the Wolf Creek Plaza site
shall utilize private intermal roads.

Obtain a permit from the Air Pollution Control District
if required.

B. RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT

*]1,

The Nevada County Resource Conservation District has
approved the erosion and sedimentation control plan
submitted by the applicant, and the conditions included
in that plan are made conditions on this use permit as
follows:

a. No material beyond the depth of rock waste material
shall be removed from the site,.
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b. The applicant shall provide gravel and/or rip-rap
for the plant site drainways, roads and conduits.
When the site area is reclaimed, following the
gravel operation, the intermittent drainage would be
re-~established to the pre-mining patternms.

c. Fine trock particles generated through the proposed
crushing operation that would remain on-site during
the wet season (October 1 to April 30) shall be
stabilized.

d. Any exposed area resulting from the proposed operation
shall be stabilized by October 1l and remain stabilized
through April 30. During this period no excavation
would be allowed, but other related activities, such
as crushing stockpile removal and sales would be
allowed. Reclamation must be concurrent with the
proposed excavation operations, and the applicant
shall excavate no more material than he would be
able to reclaim within the dry weather season.

e. The Nevada County Resource Conservation District
shall be contacted prior to October 1 annually for
the purpose of site inspection each season to determine
the adequacy of the stabilization program. Stabilization
may include seeding, mulching, fertilizing, placing
of a crushed or broken rock layer, or the use of
plastic sheeting on a temporary basis.

f. (Original condition B-1f has been eliminated)

g. No vegetation shall be disturbed between Wolf Creek
and the top of the rock piles which are being removed.

h. (Original condition B-lh has been eliminated)

Disturbed areas seeded in the spring and summer shall be
periodically irrigated during the dry season to insure
vegetative establishment.

Apply the Lana vetch and Blando brome seed mixture in
equal proportions of 20 1lbs, per acre each.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

1.

Dedicate road right-of-way to the County of Nevada along
Bennett Street ad Idaho-Maryland Road on ‘an alignment
satlsfactory to the Department of Public Works which
shall prepare the deeds for the dedicationm.

The access road into the property shall be a minimum of
eighteen feet wide and shall be paved from the County
road to the new bridge crossing over Wolf Creek. The
applicant shall place a stop sign facing south where the
new access road intersects with Idaho Maryland Road.

At the conclusion of the project, the new bridge crossing
over Wolf Creek shall be removed 1f required by the
Department of Public Works.
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4. The applicant has offered a fee of $800.00 to mitigate
the cumulative impact of traffic generated by the proposed
project. That fee shall be counted as credit to other
projects on the same property when the gravel operation
has terminated.

*5, The raw material from the shopping center site (Wolf
Creek Plaza) shall not be hauled on County or City main-
tained roads to the processing plant.

*6, The applicant may import raw material onto the site for
processing if he:

a. Contacts the Department of Public Works at least 24
hours in advance of the haul with information on the
number of truck loads or tomns to be hauled to the
site and the date or dates of the haul,

b. Pays the Department of Public Works the amount of 5
cents per ton of material hauled to the site for
processing. The money paid shall be kept in a sep-
arate account to be used for the maintenance and/or

. reconstruction of Idaho Maryland Road until such
time as the City of Grass Valley assumes the respon-
sibility for maintenance of the road.

The applicant is also responsible for compliance with applicable State
laws and County ordinances, Pursuant to the requirements of the Land

Use and Development Code you are hereby notified that this permit is not
valid until the expiration of ten (10) days from the date of the Planning
Commission action. If the granting of the permit is appealed or submitted
to the Board of Supervisors for final action, the effective date is

stayed until final action by said Board. Any appeal must be submitted

on the proper form which is available from the Clerk to the Board of
Supervisors, Courthouse, Nevada City, California 95959.

Section L-II 32.1 of the Nevada County Land Use and Development Code
states that when the use of land, building or premises, authorized by
the County under provisions of a plan or permit is not established
within one year {(or as specified by the Planning Commission or Board of
Supervisors in granting a plan or permit) from the date of such author-
ization, the permit issued pursuant thereto shall become null and void.
When the actual construction of any main building or buildings which are
described or shown in any application which in the determination of the
approving authority is not commenced or the conditions attached thereto
complied with, within one year from the date it became final or within
the time specified in such application or determination, if any, the
permit issued pursuant thereto shall become null and void. The "main
building or buildings" are those housing the main or principal use of
the premises as authorized, or as designated in the determination of the
approving authority. When actual construction of any accessory building
or buildings which are described or shown in any application or deter-—
mination of the approving authority is not commenced prior to or immed-
iately following completion of construction of the main building or
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buildings, or within the time specified in the application or determin-
ation, if any (whichever is earlier) any such accessory building or
buildings may be deemed not authorized by the permit issued thereto.

For the purposes of the foregoing, the "accessory building" or buildings
are those other than the main building or buildings.

You are advised not to commence any work on this permit until the ten-day
period expires and to check with the Planning Department to determine 1if
any appeal has been submitted.

NEVADA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
Donald R. Riolo, Ex~Officio Secretary

By: el ?/(/éuz/

Judy Menety Clerk to the Commission

DRR:jm

cc: Assessor's Office
Building Department
Dept. of Public Works
Resource Conservation District
Rick DeJesus, Foothill Planning Services
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AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT is entered into at Grass Vélley, california, by
and between the CITY OF GRASS VALLEY, having a principal place of
business at 125 East Main Street, hereinafter referred to as
"city", and NORTH STAR ROCK PRODUCTS, INC., a California Corpora-

tion, hereinafter referred to as "Lessee'.

RECITALS

WHEREAS, Lessee has leased parcels of real property having an
area of approximately 12 acres (AP#09-550-13 and -14, known as the
Morehouse Property) from Mary Bouma, Erica Erickson and William
Toms, a partnership; and

WHEREAS, séid leased parcels of real property are in the
unincorporated territory of the County of Nevada; and

WHEREAS, lLessee on December 18, 1986 obtained from the County
Conditidnal Use Permit U86-45, amending Condi;ional Use Permits
U79-41 and U85-25, for excavation of a six-acre on-site borrow pit
and relocation of the processing plant for rock crushing and
recycling of asphalt and concrete on said l2-acre parcel for a
period of six years ending December 19, 1992, together with a
reclamation plan; and '

' WHEREAS, lessee has applied to the County for a new Use Permit

(U92-37) to extend for ten years the processing plant operation‘for
rock crushing and recycliﬁg and to enlarée the borrow pit excava-

tion to include an area of about 16 acres (including the existing
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site of 12 acres) in the unincorporated territory, together with a
reclamation plan; and .

WHEREAS, said unincorporated territory is contiguous to the
existing City Limit Line and central to the Grass Valley Sphere of
Influence édopted by the Nevada County Local Agency Formation
Commission (LAFCO); and

WHEREAS, Lessee also proposes to further extend the borrow pit
excavation into an area of approximately five acres within the City
of Grass Valley to be leased from Bruce L. and Susan Nauslar, et
al, and Bruce D. and Denise L. Cameron, et al, (portions of AP#09-
240-16 and -22); and |

WHEREAS, said 5-acre area within the City was conditionally
prezoned M-1, Light Industrial District by Ordinance Nol 246 N.S.,
effective upon completion of the annexation, requiring site plan
appfoval of the Design Review Board' prior to issuance of any
building permit for new building construction and prior to any
grading of the property; and

WHEREAS, in conjunction with the Use Permit application U92-37
to the County, Lessee also applied to the City's Design Board
(DR92-19) for site plaﬁ approval of the proposed borrow pit excava-
tion and reclamation on the five acres within the City: and

WHEREAS, the nature of the proposed borrow pit excavation and

reclamation is to create future level building site(s), but Lessee

1 Planning Commission approval was required prior to assignment of site plan review duties to the De51gn
Review Board by City Council Resolution No. 88-183.
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doesn't presently héve a definite plan for such future building
development; and

WHEREAS, _thé immediate purpose of said excavatién is to
harvest rock for sale at reﬁail by the ton -for building, land-
scaping, driveway,.roédway and similar construction; and

WHEREAS, fhe currently proposed excavation enlargement is
expected to yield approximately 250,000 cﬁbic yards material that
will be hauled by éruck over City streets, primarily Idaho Maryland
Road from the plant entrance to East Main Street; and

WHEREAS, the City Engineer has determined that iessee's
proportionate sﬁare of the cost of rehabilitating the roadway after
five years to mitigate the impact of truck loadings is equal to
$33,000, or $0.13 per cubic yard, or $0.11 per ton of material
exported from the site; and

ﬁHEREAS, City desires that the entire unincorporated area that
will be devoted to the processing plant and borrow pit be annexed
to the City; gnd |

WHEREAS, Lessee desires to acquire the Morehouse Property and
annex it to the City to facilitate future development but needs six
months to one year to generate revenue and obtain title to the
property, after which Leégee as the property owner could make ap;
plication for annexation and petition to LAFCO for annexation; and

| WHEREAé, Chapter 10 of the Grass Valley General Plan and

Section 1.08.010 of the Grass Valley City Code require that any

proposed annexation be prezoned and preplanned by City's Planning
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Commission prior to the City Council authorizing the owners of such
territory to submit an application to LAFCO for annexation; and
WHEREAS, City needs to adopt a Mineral Management Element
Amendment to the General Plan for compliance with State Law and to
amend the Zoning Ordinance to adopt suitable regulations to allow
miﬁing and quarry operations,-rock crushing and recycling as uses
permitted subject to obtaining z; use permit from the Planning
Commission in each case and to prezone said unincorporated mining
and quarry operétion site as appropriate to allow for such use,
looking forward to future ultimate development of the property; and
WHEREAS, tﬁe said unincorporated site is outside the City's

present sewer service area and outside the City's present water

-service area but within the Nevada Irrigation District's water

service area, placing the site in city's Zone II for an Annexation
Fee of $2,613.00 per acre; and

WHEREAS, Section 1.08.040 of the City Code provides for
reduction of annexation fees for dedication of park5'ana open
space, areawide or regional drainage channels, and established
mapped rights of way for existing or proposed streets of general
benefit to the community; and

WHEREAS, no areas qualifying for such dedication have been
identified or agreed upon to date, but may be idéntified and
dedicated pursuant to a development plan in the future; and

WHEREAS, for an anne%ation of 50 acres or less, Section
1.08.080F of the City Code provides that payment of the annexation

fee may be in lump sum or installment payments of at least 35% at
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the time of annexation with an annual interest rate as established
by resolution of the City Council, with full payment to be made
priér to filing a -final map or prior to the issuance of any
building permit; and

WHEREAS, before the City consents to such proposed annexation,
the Property Owner must enter into an agreement with the City
relating to the fees and terms of the annexation; and

WHEREAS, consistent with City's Source Reduction and Recycling
Elemenﬁ (SRRE), City encourages Lessee's bgoposed use of the
property for recycling of asphalt and concrete in conjunction with
the rock crushing operation for reuse of construction waste
material as. an important reduction in'the_amqunt of solid waste

material that might otherwise be consigned to landfill disposal.

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree:

1. Leséee agrees to mitigate the impact of truck loadings on
City streets by payment of fees to City based upon the City
Engineer's determination of Lessee's proportional contribution to
th? cost of rehabilitation of Idaho Maryland Road after use by
Lessee's trucks. The amount of the fee shali be eleven cents
($0.11) per ton for the first 300,000 tons of material exported
from or leaving the site up to a total amount of thirty-three
thousand dollars ($33,000). Thereafter, the amount of the fee
shall be reduced to eight cents ($.08) for each ton of material
exported or leaving the site in excess of the firstv300,000 tons.

The fee shall be due and payable by Lessee to the City at the end
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bf each quarter of the year and shall be calculated based upon
weight records supplied by the Lessee for the quarter.

2. Lessee will obtain -County certification of a Negative
Declaration and conditional approval of Use Permit U92-37, together
with a reclamation plan for thé entire proposed project area inside
and outside the City, subject to the condition that excavation
within the city shall not be permitted until a grading ﬁermit is
obtained from the City for that portion of the project inside the
Ccity.

3.. Lessee will obtain conditional approval of City's Design
Review Board for the proposed grading and landscaping plan for the
project; based upon the County-approved Negative Declaration,
conditional Use Permit and Reclamation Plan.

4. Subject to compliance with the conditions of approval of
the County's Use Permit and City's Design Review Board, City shall
authorize issuance of a gradiﬁg permit for grading or excavating of
the Phase I Area aﬁd a portion of.the Phase III Area leased from
Cameron and Nauslar as shown on the map marked Exhibit "A" attached
hereto and made part hereof. No other permits will be required to
commence work of Phase I Area aﬁd a portion of Phase III Area. |

5. Lessee agrees during the life of the project to accept
City's asphalt and‘concrete materials for crushing, recycling and
reuse at no cost to the City. .

6. Ccity shall prepare, initiate and complete amendment of

City's General Plan to add a Mineral Management Element.
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7. City shall prepare, initiaté and complete amendment of
City's M-1, Light Industrial District Regulations (or other
appropriate zoning regulation) 'to allow rock -.crushing and
processing and mining and quarry operations with a use permit frém
the Planning.Commission.

8. city shall prepare and process environmental documents
related to amending General Plan fbr Mineral Management Element and
for amendment to M-1 District or other zoning regulations as
appropriéte to allow mining and quarry, rock crushing and recycling
activities after obtaining a use permit from the Planning
Commissi;n in each case. |

9. Lessee agrees that none of the remainder of Phase III
shall'be graded or excavated without prior authorization from City,
and that prior to requesting such authorization Lessee shall first
have accomplished all of the following items:

(2a) Lessee shall obtain title and become the
property owner of the iz—acre Morehouse Property (AP#09-
550-13 and -14) and any additional contiguous area as
appropriate.

(b) - Lessee as property owner shall submit to City
an application for annexation to the City of the said 12-
acre Morehoﬁse Property and any additional territory that
Lessee may acquire and desire to include as part of the
annexation.

(c) Lessee shall submit application &o prezone the

l2-acre site and such additional area being proposed for
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annexation to M-1 Light Industrial District,. as proposed

to be amended (or other prezoning classification as

appropriate}.

| (d) Lessee shall submit to City application for
conditional use permit for the processing plant operation

.for rock crushing and recycling and enlarge the borrow

pit excavation to include the tétal area of the operation

within the City and proposed to be annexed-to the City,

all in conjunction with the County's conditional use

permit and' reclamation plan approvals.

10. city shall prepare and process environmental documents
related to prezoning l2-acre Morehouse Property and such additional
area as may be included in the proposed annexation. City shall
utilize the Negative Declaration certified by County for Use Permit
U92-37 for the use permit application to the City.

11. Lessee as the properfy owner shall enter into binding
Annexation Agreement with City relating to annexatién fees and
othér matters in accord with Chapter 1.08 of the City Code.

12. City shall complete official action on the above noted
general plan and zoning ordinance amendments and prezqning and use
permit applications.

13. City shall authorize Lessee as Property Owner to submit
épplication to LAFCO for annexation to the éity.

14; Lessee as Property Owner shall submit application to
LAFCO for annexation of the property to the City in conformance

with the Annexation Agreement.

-~
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15. City agrees to complete the annexation and thereafter au-
thorize gradihg on the remainder of Phase III Area as shown on said
Exhibit "A", and referred to in paragraph 6, page 7.

16. All fees contained in this agreement shall be paid by
Lessee in addition to all other connection, impact, planning and
permit fees required under the City's ordinances -and resolufions.

17. It is further agreed that this Agreement may be amended

with the mutual consent of the parties hereto. Any such amendment

shall be in writing and signed by all parﬁies to this Agreement.

18. Lessee shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the.
city from and against any claims and losses accruing or resulting
to any‘person or property from or in any way arising out of the
business of Lessee, the subject property or this Agreement. Lessee
shall reimburse City for all costs of any such claims, demands or
causes of action which may'be brought or asserts against City,
including all costs of defense, attorneys fees, court costs or any
adverse judgement.

19. This Agreement shall be binding on the Lessee, its heirs,

successors and assigns and upon ‘the successor, corporate, or other

authorities of the City.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the City Council, City of Grass Valley, a

public agency, has authorized the execution of this Agreement

pursuant to-the authority of Resolution No. 92-175 adopted by the

City Council of the City of CGrass Valley on the"_loth day of

November, 1992, and the Lessee has caused this Agreement to be
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executed. This Agreement is effective as of ,

1992.
- - CITY OF GRASS VALLEY"
Lessee
NORTH STTRté;CK PRODUCTS, INC.
BY:(::"} 44;511,;s5077—' BY:DAN MILLER, MAYOR
) I
BY: ATTEST:

BOBBI POZNIK DEPUTY CITY CLERK

MAILING ADDRESS:
APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM:

CLAUDE L. BIDDLE, JR.
CITY ATTORNEY

STATE OF CALIF?RNIA .
Co[nvrycn?C7/i124é2§§Z21L~’ e _ .
'On this & 4 day of. m in the year of 19%

before me, mdersg%b_{g;a:y Public in and for said State, personally
appeared .../ 7GLEEL. G, L ' , personally

known to me (or pYoved on the basis of satisfactory evidence) to be the person(s)
whose name(s) is/are subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to
me that he/she/they excuted the same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies),
isfer/their signature(s) on the instrument the person(s), or the

D (LU peie

Notary public in and for said State,

This document is only a general form maybopmperfnrusohahlphvmmmnuﬂlnm-qm.ubrmmmu nlwhmhhhmdmmmm&nmmnkoq
wamanty, either oxptmofh!plad.alohlngdvuidlyolmymﬂmuhwnaﬂlydmmhmywﬁﬂclm
Cowdery’s Form No. 10G — ACKNOWLEDGMENT — General (Revised 1/92)
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southwest of the Rough and Ready Road. There is a dip in the road which
creates a blind spot coming up the hill for the existing driveway. He suggested
they take a second look at the site plan and make an on-site inspection. If
they would bring the driveway more to the south, it would alleviate the problem
and allow them to see over the rise and down onto the straight stretch of the
Highway, and at the same time, due to the property line to the north, there
would be a clearer vision there. The problem is the most southern portion, he
said, and if they would bring the driveway to that point, there would be no
problem. Due to the distance between the rise and the driveway, anyone coming
out there now could have a real problem.

There was no additional testimony offered, and the Chair closed the public hearing.

Dr. Hudson agreed with the testimony on the driveway and stated if they use the
existing driveway for the entrance, and circle around and exit below the rock,
visibility in both directions would be great. Whereas, visibility exiting the
driveway at the existing driveway, is limited to 160 feet. No one seems to
obey the speed 1imit there, and he could see where there might be a problem.

He would be agreeable to making a one-way loop for the entrance and exit.

Discussion ensued on the need for approval of CalTrans for additional driveways
off Highway 20. The Chair suggested amendment of the condition to indicate
that, "the driveway as described by the applicant shall be investigated by
CalTrans and the applicant.” Mrs. Boivin added, this would necessitate a modi-
fication of the site plan, and relocation of the parking which could be approved
by staff. Commissioner Smith added a condition that, "The owner-operator of
the business shall reside on the property." ’

Commissioner Smith suggested an addition to finding E., "That the need for a
small animal clinic is valid due to the energy problem. People would certainly
Tike to drive less." Under F. "That the noise will be cut down, or at least
controlled much better with the owner-operator Tiving on the premises."

MOTION by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Allstot, that the Planning
Commission approve the use permit application of Darrow G. Hudson DVM for a
veterinary hospital on State Highway 20 at Rough and Ready on 7.6 acres directly
across from Rough and Ready Road within the boundaries of the "A1" General
Agricultural District, subject to the conditions as stated in the staff report
plus the additional conditions regarding the additional driveway access as
described this evening, and the addition of D.3. that the owner/operator must
reside on the property. The commission also makes the findings as outlined

in II. and III. of the staff report with the additional findings E. and F. as
stated in the meeting.

MOTION CARRIED (5-0-2) by roll call vote: AYES: Commissioners Smith, Allstot,
Sayed, Dachtler and Chairman Meshwert. NOES: None. ABSENT: Commissioners
Johnson and Wright.

+ The Chair advised those present of the appeal procedures.

U79-41. Surface Mining Reclamation Plan and Use Permit Application of North
Star Rock Products Corporation, Idaho Maryland Road.

Mr. Clayton Abbott, and Mr. Peter Chamberlain were present on behalf of the
application. -
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Mrs. Boivin presented the staff report factual data and recommendation. The
application involves only about 40 acres out of the 110 aéres in the parcel.

- The project-is proposed to go to 1984 to remove the aggregate material. The

environmental information, reclamation plan, and ARC memo were included in
the Commission's packet. Mr. Abbott has previously worked mine tailings on
Osborn hi1l in a residential neighborhood, and there were no complaints

from that operation. The location of the proposed new bridge was pointed
out on the map. The Department of Fish and Game has worked with the appli-
cant ‘and staff on erosion control and preservation of the gquality of the
creek for fish. Water Quality Control has visited the site and suggested
measures which are incorporated into the staff recommendations. It is hoped

- this project will improve water quality in the creek by bringing back into

better use the existing sedimentation basin originally development by the
mining operation on the property.

Mr. Clayton Abbott commented only that the hours could remain from 8 to 5,
but there might be a time during the middle of the summer in which they might
have to work more hours, and they would rather do it earlier in the morning
because it is cooler then.

Chairman Meshwert opened the public hearing.

Mary McCrea, 11269 East Bennett Street, Grass Valley, testified they have a -
tot of noise from the logging company all night just about, If this project
starts too early, she is sure they would hear the crusher, and would not get
too much rest. She asked Tf the trucks would use East Bennett Street. Mr.
Abbott replied, no, that they will be using Idaho Maryland Road approximately
3500 feet east of Myers Campers Supply. They wont be using Bennett Street at
all,he said. Ms. McCrea continued, they are concerned about noise because
they have a lot of noise now. .Asked the hours of the mill, .Ms. McCrea replied, °
sometimes it works all night, and all day. A lot of times it will stop and
then start up about midnight and whistles blow, and when logs roll, the house
vibrates. It is quite noise, she said, and they are concerned. She did not
know the given time for starting the mill. Right next door is Aggate, who
have just opened up a paint thing, and that pollutes the air too, and with

the dust from the rock crusher, she s concerned about her allergies. She

is more concerned about the noise. however. Asked if she would object to

the hours of operation from 7 am. to 5 pm, Ms. McCrea replied, yes she would
because they have a hard time getting to sleep some nights.

Mary Iving, 11343 Lava Rock Avenue, stated she is concerned about the noise too
because it will add to what they have now, which is bad. She can hear the
Tumber mi1l now. There has been a large building constructed at Agate Sales
which is spraying paint, and they have already smelled it several times, and
the proposéd rock crushing would be just one more problem, .

Mrs. Boivin pointed out the location of the hill which divides the location

of the crusher from East Bennett Street. She would be surprised if the noise .
was obvious. At the ARC meeting the applicant was requested to locate the
crusher on one site which was the best contained on the property and would

not be offensive to neighbors. :

There was no further testimony, and the Chair declared the pubi?c hearing closed.

Commissioner Smith discussed the hours of operation established on the Hansen
use permit for gravel extraction and crushing. Mrs. Boivin reviewed the

MINUTES OF MEETING ) February 28, 1980 '.Page 9 of /7
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condition establishing the hours of operation on the ...nsen permit which
is similar_to proposed Condition A.8. that the applicant could not operate
on Saturdays unless there was a demonstratable emergency reported to the
Planning Department. °

Commissioner Smith asked that the permit include a condition which would
allow the applicant to request to operate from 7 am to 5 pm. for 10 days
during the month if necessary. That in case of need, the applicant can
apply for- an extra hour of operation during the summer for- 10 days per
month, and no more than that. Chairman Meshwert preferred additional hours
to be approved by the Planning Department, subject to receiving complaints.

Mrs. Boivin amended the condition as follows: "The operation could commence
at 7 am during summer months unless an unresolved complaint is received by

“the Planning Department. Summer months shall be deemed to be May 1.to

September 30."

In response to a question, Mr. Abbott explained he will operate a jaw crusher
and a cone crusher on the property. There are different ways to muffle noise
in the chutes to feed the crusher and take the rock from the crusher, and it
has worked out real good. He will be using the same equipment as used on
Osborn Hill, and had no complaints at that Tocation, and got along good with
everybody there. :

Mrs. Boivin reported a discussed with Mrs. Georgia Yokum, who indicated she
represents 11 property owners in the area, and they had no objection to the
granting of the permit and were familiar with Mr. Abbott's operation at Osborn
Hill. . .

Asked if he had any emergency while operating the Osborn hill project. Mr.
Abbott replied, he had one emergency in the past 8 years to supply gravel for
washed out ditches. He would not necessarily have to operate the crusher for

emergencies because there would be stored material on the site.

Comriissioner Allstot disagreed with the mitigation fee of $800 because it

was not particularly fair to the kind of use Idaho Maryland Road will receive
from theproject to the freeway, due to the trucks generated by this use. Four
years of wear and tear by the trucks would not be mitigated by $800. That

the veterinary hospital offered $1050.00 and is generating only automobiles,

~ while this project will generate big rigs using a not very good road. MWrs.

Boivin explained the mitigation was recommended by Public Works, based on
where the property is located.and how many improvements are needed in that

area, duration of the project and amount of permanent traffic it will generate.

Mr. Abbott's operation will fluctuate in the mmount of truck traffic it will
generate because some days could be 1ight, and others heavy. The project is
only for four years, assuming the estimate on the amount of aggregate is

. accurate. Commissioner Alistot continued, that $800 would not rectify the

amount of damage done on Idaho Maryland Road in four years time by this
project. In other instances of rock hauling, a per load fee has been
established, and Mr. Abbott will have an unfair advantage with the $800
blanket sum , when another operator is paying a per-load fee and thus must
charge customers more for the rock. She concluded that $800 will not patch
that road in four years, : ;

Mr. Peter Chamberlain explained-the Hansen permit required a $30,000 1imit-to
mitigate impacts on You Bet Road, and once that was paid his obligation was
fulfilled. The Hansen operation is predicted to last 200 years, and the
MINUTES OF MEETING February 28, 1980 Page 10 of /5
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Abbott operation is predicted to last 4 years. Mrs. Ghidotti who owns the
property intends to put it to some use other than a horse ranch in the
future, because it is zoned Industrial, and there has been some consideration
of re-opening the mine because of the price of gold.

Discussion ensued on Condition C.3. and the requirement for removing the
new bridge over Wolf Creek. Mr. Chamberlain reported that subsequent to
the visit of DPY to the property, the Historical Society also visited the
property and they asked that the bridge be left there because they want to
eventually establish a walking trail on the former Narrow Gauge Railroad
bed. The applicant has agreed to comply with the DPW conditions unless at
that time, the Historical Society comes in and asks that it be left. Mrs.
Boivin agreed there should be another crossing over Wolf Creek, and one of
concerns of the city of Grass Valley was putting traffic out onto Railroad
Avenue, so they are going to need another crossing. However, the flat car
that is proposed for the bridge will not be adequate for two-way traffic.

Discussion ensued on removal of the trees which have grown on the old mine
tailings. These have been referred to in the initial study. The Air Quality
Control Board will not allow the stumps to be burned on-site, Mrs. Boivin said.

Commissioner Dachtler discussed the location of the proposed settling pond.
Mr. Abbott explained they would take some material from the hill east of

the Community Workshop, but will avoid taking material from the area of the
dam. Commissioner Allstot expressed concern that further excavation of
materials will leave the Workshop sitting on a hill. Mrs. Boivin discussed
the comment in the initial study which indicated the climate for the homes
along Idaho Maryland Road will change considerably when the protection of the
hillside is removed. The entire area is recommended industrial, and the homes
will be transitioning out eventually, she said.

MOTION by Commissioner Sayed, seconded by Commissioner Smith, that the Planning
Commission approve the use permit of North Star Rock Products Corporation for
an operation which will involve harvesting, crushing, screening, and sale of
waste rock left from the Idaho-Maryland Mine, subject to the conditions in

the staff report, with Condition A.8. amended to allow operation from 7am

to 5pm from May 1 to September 30 unless there is an unresolved complaint,

with the amendment to C.3. to add, "if required by the Department of Public
Works", with the findings as outlined in the Staff Report, II., and that the
Commission approve the reclamation plan submitted with the application subject
to the findings in the staff report III., and find although the project could
have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be a significant
effect in this case because of conditions attached to the issuance of the permit,
~and direct staff to file a negative declaration.

Lommissioner Smith, in his second to the motion added the following finding
"E. That the Reclamation Plan itself is a part of the findings." Motion
make and second agreed with this addition.

MOTION CARRIED (5-0-2) by roll call vote: AYES: Commissioners Smith, Allstot,
Sayed, Dachtler, and Chairman Meshwert. NOES: None. ABSENT: Commissioners
Johnson and Wright.

Chairman Meshwert requested staff investigate the Lausmann operation and the
new painting operation which may not be consistent with the uses allowed on
the property.

MINUTES OF MEETING February 28, 1980 Page 11 of /3
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Gold mine shagged
by Nevada County
rules, manager says

By Dave Carter
Bee Correspondent

NEVADA CITY — A proposed
multimillion-dollar gold mine on the
San Juan Ridge will not be opened
unless Nevada County political lead-
ers show some support for the opera-
tion, the mine's project manager
says.

“We are not proceeding with open-
ing the mine at this time,” Jim Ho-
dos, Placer Service Corp.’s project
manager, said Monday. “If it’s going
to open at all, it’s going to take a
change in the political conditions in
the county.”

The Nevada County Planning
Commission issued a conditional use
permit for the controversial project
on Aug. 13.

Hodos said the conditions placed
on the permit are so restrictive that
the company can’t profitably oper-
ate the gold mine.

Many of the 51 conditions placed

on the permit were designed, plan-
ners said, to help protect the lifes-
tyles of nearby residents on the ru-
ral ridge. The commission’s decision
was supported by many area resi-
dents who, led by the San Juan
Ridge Taxpayers’ Association, have
been fighting the project since a
small gold exploration was first
proposed in 1977,

The company could have ap-
pealed the commission’s decision to
the county Board of Supervisors but
chose not to because of the “political
climate,” Hodos said, and a belief
that supervisors would not substan-
tially alter the commission’s deci-
sion.

[lse Barnhart, chairman of the
Board of Supervisors, credited the
commission with spending a tremen-
dous amount of time on the project
and developing conditions that
would make the project compatible
with its neighborhood.
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Company drops proposal
for Nevada County mine

GRASS VALLEY (UPI) — Plans
for a big, open-pit gold mine in Neva-
da County have been shelved by a
mining firm because of unfavorable
gold prices and community opposi-
tion, a spokesman said Saturday.

Jim Hodos, project manager for
Placer Services Corp., said the firm
IS ending an eight-year effort to es-
tablish a mine in the San Juan Ridge
area. It will close its office in Grass
Valley on Dec. 1 and discharge 15
employees.

Placer Services is a subsidiary of
Fluor Corp., a major mining firm.

Site of the proposed operation was
a hydraulic gold mine abandoned in
the 19th century about 10 miles
northwest of Nevada City.

Placer Services wanted to estab-
lish an around-the-clock operation
on about 800 acres of land. It said
the mine would have created about
130 jobs.

“In order to operate the mine, we
need three basic things,” Hodos said.
“First, we need a use permit that
allows us to operate. Second, we

need a good price for the commodi-
ty, in this case gold. Third, we need
an operating program that allows us
to operate efficiently and profitably.

“All these things are interconnect-
ed, and at the moment we don’t have
any of them.”

The project was fought by resi-
dents of the North Ridge area, who
said they feared noise and pollution
problems.

After several hearings, the Neva-
da County Planning Commission
granted a conditional use permit in
August. Placer Services officials
said the permit was so restrictive
regarding noise levels, hydrology
and monitoring that it made the proj-
ect unreasonable.

Hodos said the firm will retain its
leasing rights to the land, and could
reactivate the project if the situation
changes.

The property on which the pro-
posed mine was to have been locat-

ed was devastated by the hydraulic
operation a century ago.
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Mining foes win by 51-vote edge;
Nevada County recount plea likely

By Dave Carter
Bee Correspondent

NEVADA CITY — In a close election, Nevada County
voters decided to support residents of Banner Mountain
who have been fighting for two years to prevent gold
mines from opening near their quiet, wooded neighbor-
hood.

Measure C, which sought voter sentiment on a Board
of Supervisors ruling allowing the gold mining, was de-
feated by a slim, 51-vote margin in Tuesday’s county-
wide contest that drew 13,933 voters,

A spokesman for the Franco-Nevada Mining Corp., a
Canadian firm that had put two years and $§600,000 into
an effort to reopen the once-rich Banner and Lava Cap
mines, said the company was disappointed and would re-
view its options.

Members of a pro-mining citizens group said they will

Mine
Continued from page Bl

Pro-mining forces organized a two-month countercam-
paign, focusing on the area’s rich gold-mining heritage.
They characterized the opposition as anti-mining and
anti-growth.

At the ballot box, three out of four Banner Mountain
voters opposed the mining. Residents of the Banner and
Gold Flat precincts voted 486 to 158 against rezoning the
146-acre mining property.

Across the county, 6,992 voters (50.1 percent) opposed
reopening the two mines. Supporting the mining were
6,941 voters (49.8 percent).

The Banner mining issue helped raise the Nevada
County turnout to 37.1 percent of the registered voters,
much greater than the 25 percent anticipated for the
off-year election.

The pro-mining side held the lead throughout early

ask for a recount of the votes and suggested they may
seek to put another mining question to the voters in June,

Banner residents, who succeeded in qualifying the
question for the ballot, called it a zoning issue and ac-
cused county supervisors of allowing a “heavy industry”
in a residential area

At one time, the Banner and Lava Cap mines were
among the richest in the gold country, but since the
mines closed in the early 1940s, the surrounding area
has been developed with homes

Residents of the area, a few miles south of Nevada
City, worried the mining could affect their water wells
and bring noise, dust and traffic to the crest of 3,899-foot
Janner Mountain, Some worried that underground blast-
ing would rattle their homes ¢

See MINE, page B2

election returns, and only when the last two of the coun-
t)_"s precincts were counted near midnight did the mar-
gin swing in favor of the homeowners.

The tide was turned by precincts from North San Juan
and Lake Wildwood.

“It was a great victory against long odds,” said Kent
Barber, a spokesman for the homeowners against the
mining. “They had a pro running their campaign and
we're just a bunch of amateurs. That makes it even more
satisfying.

“We thank the voters of Nevada County,” he said.
“They were able to see through all the rhetoric. We have
never considered this a mining issue. It's a zoning issue.”

However, Jerry Cirino, spokesman for the pro-mining
Banner Residents Civic Association, said the measure
was defeated by anti-mining and no-growth sentiment.
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COUNTY OF NEVADA = STATE OF CALTFORNIA
PLANNING AGENCY/PLANNING DEPARTMENT
H.E.W. Building, (0433 Willow Valley Road Phone: (916) 265-«1440
Nevada City, CA 95959
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COUNTY OF NEVADA

PLANNING DEPARTMENT

700 Zion Street
Nevada City, California 95959
(916) 265-1440

NOTICE OF CONDITIONAL APPROVAL
USE PERMIT APPLICATION

-

North Star Rock Products Corporation Use Permit #1370

Mr. Harry Abbott 500 (M1) U8525

P. 0. Box 908 AP No., 9~55-13,14,15
Grass Valley, CA 95945 Certified #P 720 518 216

You are hereby notified that the Nevada County Planning Commission, at a
regular meeting held on May 9, 1985, after public hearing, did duly
consider your application filed on March 28, 1985, for an amendment to
U79~41 to allow lmportation of off-site materials for on-site processing,
relocation of the rock crushing and processing plant and revision of the
approved reclamation plan for the rock crushing operation located on
Idaho Maryland Road. A legal description of the property is ou file in
the Planning Department, 700 Zion Street, Nevada City, California

After said hearing, and upon the evidence thereat submitted, the Planning
Commission does hereby notify you that your application for use permit

is granted, subject to the original conditions attached to U79-4) as
amended: (Changes are indicated by an ¥)

A. PLANNING DEPARTMENT

1. If water for the project is to be taken from Wolf Creek,
either water rights to the water will be established to
the satisfaction of the Nevada Irrigation District, or
satisfactory arrangements shall be made with the district
to draft water from the creek.

2, All appropriate permits shall be obtained from the Nevada
County Building Department, Nevada Irrigation District,
and State Department of Fish & Game for the proposed
bridge crossing over Wolf Creek. The Department of Fish
& Game indicates that the department will not require a
stream alternation permit for the building crossing if
(1) the applicant does not disturb the historic railroad
crossing abutments; and (2) the access road shall cross
the rock dike on a 90 degree angle and shall not parallel
the rock pile which would involve riparian vegetation
removal.

3. The mill pond adjacent to the main project area shall be
deepened and/or flash boards reinstalled in the outlet
&\ facility so that suspended material in run-off waters can
“gettle out before entering Wolf Creek. This settlement °
pond shall waintain a useful life as long as the period



*5,

10.

11.

*12,

*13.

14'
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of time necessary to re-establish the area after the
project ends,

In order to preserve wildlife habitat to the greatest
extent possible, no native vegetation shall be removed
except where necessary to remove the mine waste material.

The rock processing/crushing plant shall be moved downslope
and eastward approximately 300 feet as represented om the
site plan,

Noise emanating from the project shall not exceed 70
decibels at the property line, If complains are received
from adjoining properties regarding excessive noise
emissions, the applicant shall submit a study which shall
be brought back before the Planning Commission which in
turn may reconsider the use permit application for denial,
additional conditions of approval, or reaffirmation.

Prior to commencement of operatiom, submit a waste discharge
report to the State Water Quality Control Board and then
comply with any requirements of that agency.

Hours of operation for the processing plant and loader
shall be limited to from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday, except for a demonstrable emergency which shall
be reported to the Planning Department. The operation
could commence at 7 a.m. during the summer months (May 1
through September 30), unless an unresolved complaint is
received by the Planning Department. Operation beyond
the designated times for purposes other than machinery
maintenance or authentic emergency may cause the permit
to be brought back to the Planning Commission which may
in turn modify the conditions on the permit or recommend
its revocation to the Board of Supervisors.

Subject to any on-going requirements of the Nevada County
Air Pollution Control Officer.

Subject to receipt of a waiver from the Nevada County
Health Officer for the use of portable toilets.

The use permit covers only removel of mine waste and
processing to restore the site to its origimal contours.
Earth excavation for a borrow pit is not included.

This permit covers the processing of rock material from
off-site locations for a maximum of five years.

Any storage of on-site fuel shall be done in complaince
with Department of Fish & Game regulations.,

The water supply used to control dust on the site shall
be clearly marked to indicate it is not suitable for
drinking.
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15. Vegetative waste generated by the gravel removal shall be
disposed of at the sanitary land £ill unless a permit is
issued by the Air Pollution Control Officer for on-site
burning.

16.  Any historical artifacts recovered during the gravel
harvest and processing shall be received by the Nevada
County Historical Society.

17, The following noise attenuation and dust control measures
shall be employed by the applicant for the life of the
use permit:

a. The subject site and access road shall be watered
regularly to control dust emissions.

b. All equipment associated with the use shall be
muffled with approved mufflers.

C. The applicant shall take the sides of the long
tailings pile first, and then reduce the height at
the last phase of the project. This condition is
intended to provide noise barrier between the oper-
ation and nearby homes to the north and northeast
for the longest time possible,

d. Where feasible, all metal to metal contact points
will be insulated. .

e. Rubberize or insulate rock hoppers and bins,

f. Cal OSHA ear protecticn shall be provided to employees.

g. Limit the speed of all vehicles on the access road
to 25 miles per hour.

h. Limit the range of the tracked bulldozer to the
plant site and use the rubber-tired loader off the
plant site.

*18. Comply with the reclamation plan from U75-41 within one
‘'year of the date of this permit or install the fill
material from the adjacent project known as Wolf Creek
Plaza within the City of Grass Valley.

*19, All access haul routes from the Wolf Creek Plaza site
shall utilize private internal roads.

%20, Obtain a permit from the Air Pollution Control District
if required.

B. RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT

*]1, The Nevada County Resource Conservation Distriect has
approved the erosion and sedimentation control plan
submitted by the applicant, and the conditions included
in that plan are made conditions on this use permit as

follows:

a. No material beyond the depth of rock waste material
shall be removed from the site,.
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*2.

*3.

b.  The applicant shall provide gravel and/or rip-rap
for the plant site drainways, roads and conduits.
When the site area is reclaimed, following the
gravel operation, the intermittent drainage would be
re~established to the pre-mining patternms.

C. Fine rock particles generated through the proposed
crushing operation that would remain on-site during
the wet season (October 1 to April 30) shall be
stabilized.

d. Any exposed area resulting from the proposed operation
shall be stabilized by October 1 and remain stabilized
through April 30. During this period no excavation
would be allowed, but other related activities, such
as crushing stockpile removal and sales would be
allowed. Reclamation must be concurrent with the
proposed excavation operations, and the applicant
shall excavate no more material than he would be
able to reclaim within the dry weather season.

e. The Nevada County Resource Conservation District
shall be contacted prior to October 1 annually for
the purpose of site inspection each season to determine
the adequacy of the stabilization program. Stabilization
may include seeding, mulching, fertilizing, placing
of a crushed or broken rock layer, or the use of
plastic sheeting on a temporary basis.

f. (Original condition B-1f has been eliminated)

g. No vegetation shall be disturbed between Wolf Creek
and the top of the rock piles which are being removed.

h, (Original condition B-lh has been eliminated)

Disturbed areas seeded in the spring and summer shall be
periodically irrigated during the dry season to insure
vegetative establishment.

Apply the Lana vetch and Blando brome seed mixture in
equal proportions of 20 lbs, per acre each.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

1.

Dedicate road right~of-way to the County of Nevada along
Bennett Street ad Idaho-Maryland Road on ‘an alignment
satisfactory to the Department of Public Works which
shall prepare the deeds for the dedication.

The access road into the property shall be a minimum of
eighteen feet wide and shall be paved from the County
road to the new bridge crossing over Wolf Creek. The
applicant shall place a stop sign facing south where the
nevw access road intersects with Idaho Maryland Road.

At the conclusion of the project, the new bridge crossing
over Wolf Creek shall be removed 1if required by the
Department of Public Works.
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4. The applicant has offered a fee of $800.00 to mitigate
the cumulative impact of traffic generated by the proposed
project. That fee shall be counted as credit to other
projects on the same property when the gravel operation
has terminated.

*5. The raw material from the shopping center site (Wolf
Creek Plaza) shall not be hauled on County or City main-
tained roads to the processing plant.

*6, The applicant may import raw material onto the site for
processing if he:

a. Contacts the Department of Public Works at least 24
hours in advance of the haul with information on the
number of truck loads or tons to be hauled to the
site and the date or dates of the haul.

b. Pays the Department of Public Works the amount of 5
cents per ton of material hauled to the site for
processing. The momey paid shall be kept in a sep-
arate account to be used for the maintenance and/or

. reconstruction of Idaho Maryland Road until such
time as the City of Grass Valley assumes the respon-
sibility for maintenance of the road.

The applicant is also responsible for compliance with applicable State
laws and County ordinances. Pursuant to the requirements of the Land

Use and Development Code you are hereby notified that this permit is not
valid until the expiration of ten (10) days from the date of the Planning
Commission action. 1If the granting of the permit is appealed or submitted
to the Board of Supervisors for final action, the effective date is

stayed until final action by said Board. Any appeal must be submitted

on the proper form which is available from the Clerk to the Board of
Supervisors, Courthouse, Nevada City, California 95959.

Section L-II 32.1 of the Nevada County Land Use and Development Code
states that when the use of land, building or premises, authorized by
the County under provisions of a plan or permit is not established
within one year (or as specified by the Planning Commission or Board of
Supervisors in granting a plan or permit) from the date of such author-
ization, the permit issued pursuant thereto shall become null and void.
When the actual construction of any main building or buildings which are
described or shown in any application which in the determination of the
approving authority is not commenced or the conditioms attached thereto
complied with, within one year from the date it became final or within
the time specified in such application or determination, if any, the
permit issued pursuant thereto shall become null and void. The "main
building or buildings" are those housing the main or principal use of
the premises as authorized, or as designated in the determimation of the
approving authority. When actual construction of any accessory building
or buildings which are described or shown in any application or deter-—
mination of the approving authority is not commenced prior to or immed-—
iately following completion of construction of the main building or
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buildings, or within the time specified in the application or determin-
ation, if any (whichever is earlier) any such accessory building or
buildings may be deemed not authorized by the permit issued thereto.

For the purposes of the foregoing, the "accessory building" or buildings
are those other than the main building or buildings.

You are advised not to commence any work on this permit until the ten-day
periocd expires and to check with the Planning Department to determine if
any appeal has been submitted.

NEVADA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
Donald R. Riolo, Ex-Officio Secretary

By: .6(2{/ ?’M@ge/

Judy Mlenety Clerk to the Commission

DRR: jm

cc: Assessor's Office
Building Department
Dept. of Public Works
Resource Conservation District
Rick DeJesus, Foothill Planning Services



NEVADA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT

APPLICANT: North Star Rock HEARTING DATE: May 9, 1985

Products Corp. FILE NO: U85-25
PROJECT: Use permit application proposing to amend U79-41 in order

to allow the importation of off-site materials for on-site
processing, to relocate the rock crushing and processing
plant and to abandon the completion of the approved
reclamation plan.

LOCATION: Idaho Maryland Road, east of Grass Valley
FACTUAL DATA: Services:
General Plan: Industrial Water: Wolf Creek
Sewage: Portable chemical toilets
Zoning: M1 Schools: N/A
Fire: Gold Flat FPD
Lot Size: 57.26 ac. (25 acres Roads: Tdaho Maryland Rd
included in this app.) (County maintained)

RECOMMENDED ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION:

Advisory Review Committee at their April 24, 1985 meeting recommended
that a mitigated negative declaration be issued.

STAFF COMMENT:

As noted above, this application is a proposed amendment to one issued
in 1979 by the Nevada County Planning Commission (U79-41). That permit
was issued to this applicant for the purposes of processing existing
mine rock left on-site from earlier quartz mining activities. The
purpose of processing this material was to crush it to produce road base
rock material. These on-site deposits are currently exhausted. The
primary purpose of this application is to receive the graded material to
be taken from the proposed (and not yet approved) Wolf Creek Plaza site
adjacent and to the south-west and also to process rock material extracted
through that grading process. The graded materiazl taken from the Wolf
Creek Plaza site will be placed in an engineered fill on this site as
part of this application.

This application includes the following items:

1. The ability to receive rock from other on-site locations
primarily the Wolf Creek Plaza site.

2. The relocation of the rock crushing plant to the east on the
new fill pad this site will be better screened from public
roadways and be located in a depression to help reduce noise.
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3. To abandon the reclamation plan required for U79-41 in order
to allow for the placement of the engineered fill on this
site.

In order to accomplish these particular amendments a new use permit is
required. The focus of the staff review has been primarily dealing with
the changes to the current use permit U79-41. One other major feature
of this activity is the fact that a County grading permit must be issued
in order to receive the fill material from the adjacent parcel. The
grading plan proposes the construction of an engineered fill that will
consume approximately 15 acres, and slope either two to three percent
towards Wolf Creek.’ A new drainage system will also be installed utilizing
three culverts and V-ditches to collect runoff from waters that are
received on the £ill as well as directing drainage water around the fill
slope into Wolf Creek. The engineered fill slope will be compacted to
approximately ninety percent. The Nevada County Building Inspection
Department is responsible for reviewing, approving and inspecting this
grading project.

This application has been reviewed by the State Clearinghouse. They
have distributed it to a variety of different state agencies which
include the Air Resources Board, the Department of Conservation-Division
of Mines and Geology, the Department of Health, Office of Historic
Preservation, Department of Parks and Recreation, Department of Water
Resources, Department of Transportation, Regional Water Quality Control
Board, State Water Resources Control Board Division of Water Rights, and
the Department of Fish and Game. To date no comments have been received
from any of those agencies reviewing this application. The only comments
received from the local review has been from the Department of Public
Works and the Resource Conservation District.

While staff has no major problems with this request, there are a few
issues that need to be considered. The first one deals with the operator
receiving raw rock materials from other sites within the County, other
than the Wolf Creek Plaza Site, and the types of impacts that will occur
to the road system. The Department of Public Works is further reviewing
this, The Planning Department is recommending that a five year limit be
placed on this permit for purposes of crushing other off-site rock
materials in order to reduce future land use conflicts.

Another issue revolves around the inacceptance of the Wolf Creek Plaza
application by the City of Grass Valley or the failure of the applicant
to implement an approved project issued by the City of Grass Valley.
From the standpoint of this operator this is the major source of rock
material and graded earth material to be used for his engineered fill.
In the event that that project does not go forward, staff recommends
that the reclamation plan established by U79-41 be implemented and that
the ability to receive off-site rock material be permitted provided that
the proper mitigation measures are established on this permit through
the Department of Public Works.

The final issue that the Commission may want to deal with is bonding for

the engineered fill to be constructed on-site as well as the related
drainage facility to comply with the adopted plans. It must be noted,

.,
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however, that the Building Department is responsible for overseeing
grading plans and they will require that a licensed civil engineer
oversee the grading and report periodically to the Building Department
for compliance. The only problem that could result is that if midway
through the construction of the graded fill, that the project proponent
(Wolf Creek Plaza) abandons the project and this site is left with an
incompleted engineered £111 with inadequate drainage facilities. There
being no further ability for the County to assure that the graded fill
and drainage facilities are properly installed leaving the site im a
potentially environmentally hazardous condition as well as resulting in
a potential public safety hazard.

STAFF RECOMMENDATICON

The Planning Department recommends that the Commission approve the
modification to U79-41 subject to the following:

1. Revise the following conditions from U79-41 as noted:
A-5 The rock processing/crushing plant shall be moved dowm-
slope and eastward approximately 300 feet as respresented

on the site plan.

A-12 This permit covers the processing of rock material from
off-site locations for a maximum of five years.

A~13 Any storage of on-site fuel shall be done in compliance
with Department of Fish and Game regulatiomns.

B-1f Eliminate
B-1h Eliminate
2. Add the following new conditions:

A, RESQURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT

1. Disturbed areas seeded in the spring and summer
shall be periodically drrigated during the dry
season to insure vegetative establishment.

2, Apply the Lana vetch and Blando brome seed mixture
in equal proportions of 20 1lbs. per acre each.

B. PLANNING DEPARTMENT

1. Comply with the reclamation plan from U75-41 within
one year of the date of this permit or imstall the
fill material from the adjacent project known as
Wolf Creek Plaz within the City of Grass Valley.

2. All access haul routes from the Wolf Creek Plaza
site shall utilize private internal roads.

-3-



Staff Report - North T Rock Products Corporation, ‘.—25
May 9, 1985 :

3. Obtain a permit from the Air Pollution Control
District if required.

In approving this project the Planning Commission must make findings
pursuant to Section 31.5 of the Land Use and Development Code. The
following findings are suggested findings in support of the staff recom-
mendation:

1. The 57.26 acre site and the 25 acres included in this appli-
cation are adequate in size and shape to accomodate the crushing
application and the proper comstruction and installation of
the engineered fill and drainage system covered by the grading
plan.

2. The site for the proposed use has access to Idaho Maryland
Road, a County maintained road, that is sufficient in width
and pavement type to carry the quantity and type of traffic to
be generated by this proposed use. It is also noted that the
quantity and kind of traffic to be generated by this use will
be no different from that which was previously authorized
under U79-41.

3. The proposed use will have no significant adverse effect on
abutting property or the permitted use thereof.

4, The project is consistent with the Nevada County General Plan
and with the consistency findings made for U79-41.

5. There are adequate public services existing to provide service
to the project. It 1s noted that this project is not dependent
upon on any public service expansion in order to accomodate
this project.

6. The conditions stated in the decision are deemed the minimum
necessary to protect the public health, safety and general

welfare.

In approving this project you should also reaffirm the recommendation of
the Advisory Review Committee and f£find that with the conditions and
mitigation measures attached, the project will not have a significant
effect on the environment. In so doing you should authorize the staff
to file a negative declaration with the County Clerk's office at the
expiration of the ten day appeal period.

2-4-E
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File No. 1818-1
12 May 1986 . .

Erickson, Bouma, and T

c/o Erica Erickson

353 Clay Street

Nevada City, California 95939

Subject: East Bennett Street Property
East Bennett Street and Brunsvick Road
Nevada County, California
GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION

Gentlepersons:

An additional geotechnical investigation of S proposed
residential lots on the north side of East Bennett Street near
Brunswvick Road has been completed. The purpose of our
investigation was to locate anf possible geologic hazzards due to
past mining activity at the old Brunswick Mine. This
investigation wvas perfomed in conjunction with our previous
Geotechnical Reconnaissance (dated 26 Feb uary 1986) in which we
recommended that additional studies take place to locate buried
shafts, tunnels, and adits and find buildable areas on each
residential lot. No additional work was performed on lOtBVG, 7,
and 8. These lots are to have geotechnical investigations

performed on an individual basis at a later date.

To complete our additional investigation, eix test borings vere

excavated, at least one per lot, and a review of previous
underground surveye vas performed. The underground survey map
vas provided to wus by Al Beeseon, vho obtained it from the

10563 Brunswick Road, Suite 6 Grass Valley, CA 95945 (916) 273-SOIL



File No. 1818-1
12 May 1986

property owners. The underground map was produced by plotting
underground data on a topographic base map produced in 1920 wvhen
the Brunswick Mine wvas still active. Using this map we vwere able
to dertermine wvhere +the old mine structures (headvorks, wmills,
pipelines, tailings piles) vere located in relation to the site.
The 1920 base map also shows the locations of old ditches,
prospects, adits, and shafts. We vere also able to determine the
depth beneath the ground surface of the shafts and tunnels in the
area. An extensive surface reconnaissance and a review of old

(1962) aerial photos wvas also completed.

The locations of the test borings is shown on Figure 1. 1In the
test borings, we found no evidence of near surface tunnels or
voids within the depths drilled (20 to 35 feet). In choosing the
locations of the test borings, we utilized spots +that were
unlikely to be the location of any tunnels (according to the 1920
map). Loge of +the six test borings are shown on Figures 2
through 7. The locations of the borings on Figure 1 is only
approximate as they wvere located by referencing from topographic

features.
RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS

The results of our study indicate that single family residences
can be built on select areas on each of the five lots. On Figure
i, we have plotted seppropriate building envelopes on each lot.
These buiding areas have been selected to minimize the risk of

experiencing problems from past mining activities at the site.

We recommend that residential construction be avoided on the
tailings piles on lots 2 and 4. Although most of the tailings
have been removed (reused for agregate and/or fill off the site),
constructing on the remaining tailings could prove difficult.

Home sites on the tailings are also considered undesirable. Lots

A ERSO EOT C C LCO sU S.
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File No. 1818-1
12 May 1986

2 and 4 have enough area that is not on the tailings to provide

gsufficient building areas.

The fault that was addressed in our initial Geotechnical
Reconnnaissance (dated 26 Febuary 1986) as crossing near lot 2
apperars to be present on the northern most part of the lot. The

age of this fault is on the order of 10@ million years and any
potential risk of movement is so slight that it should not effect
single family residential construction. We recommend that any
constuction be set back at least 200 feet from the fault (the
approximate location of the fault is shown in our previous vork,

Geotechnical Reconnnaissance).

Soil conditions at the site, other than the tailings piles, are
suitible for conventional residential foundation systems if
footings are properly designed and constructed.

Sincerely,

ANDERSON GEOTECHNICAL CONSULTANTS, INC.

Eric C. Schwarz

Anderson
C.E. 235387
E.G. 163

copies: 2 to Al Beeson
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SITE PLAN FOR EAST BENNETT STREET
PROPERTY LOTS 1-5

/3

EAST BENNETT STREET

- -

LEGEND
BORING LOCATION

AREAS
INAPPROPRIATE FOR

RESIDENTIAL
CONSTRUCTION

SITE BOUNDARY

-

SCALE 1" =200’

ANDERSON GEOTECHMICAL
C NTS, INC.

Roseville (916) 786-8883
Grass Valley (916) 273-SOIL
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FIELD EXPLORATION AND LABORATORY TESTING

Six test borings were drilled at the project site the
supervision of an engineer to determine the type, loc and
uniformity of the underlying soil and to locate any sible
underground workings in the (rea. Relatively undistur soil
samples were obtained as the rings were advanced, the purpose
of g termine if the locations drilled
wou re tial counstruction. Logs of the
six gr ly depicting the materials
enc a res 3 through 8. The maximum

depth penetrated by the borings was 35 feet.

The borings were drilled with a Mobile B-34 truck-mounted drill

rig, using 4-inch diameter continuous flight augers.
Undisturbed soil sampling was accomplished with a 2-inch 0.D.
sampler. The sa was driven into the ground by the
force of a 140 r dropping 30 inches. Und bed
samples were examined in the field to determine the of

material encountered.

No laboratory tests were performed on soil s taken from
the test borings. The results of penetration aided in the
determination of soil and rock stratums encountered.
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LOG OF BORING NO. |
4/25/86 Surface Elevation Iknown
25 >
2% G
DESCRIPTION e iy
Brown, ton, moist, very loosc clayey SILT
FILL
Some rocks up to 3 inches ML
Red slightly moist, moderately densc SILT ML

Completely weathered metavolcanic rock has
some rock texture; breaks into fine SILT
tan/orange

Fairly easy drilling

Highly weathered metavolcanic rock
lore tan, less orange

little harder drilling from 15 feet on down
continuing to 30 feet

Boring terminated at 30 feet

Figure

MO | STURE
CONTENT, %
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NO.
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2-2
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OF SAMPLE

LOG &
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63

WATER LEVEL

LOG OF BORING NO. 2

4/25/806 tinknown

Surface Elevation

p.c.t

DESCRIPTION

UNIFIED SOIL
CLASSIFICATION
ORY DENSITY

Red brown orange, very moist, fine SILT SML

Tan orange, completely weathered metavolcanic
rock

Isolated hard rock at 4 feet

More tan, less orange, highly weathered
metavolcanic rock

fas some rock texture, consistency of SILT
when broken

Highly to moderately weathered metavolcanic
rock

Slow but steady drilling to 25 feet

Boring terminated at 25 feet

Figure

MO I STURE
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Date Drilled

SAMPLE
NO,

3-2

LOG & LOCATION
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BLOWS/rT

30

LOG OF BORING NO. 3

1/25/86 Surface Etevation: (Inknown

WATER LEVEL

p.c.t.

DESCRIPTION

UNIFIED SOIL
CLASSIFICATION
DRY DENSITY

=

Red brown, moist, loose SILT

Jrange tan, completely weathercd metavolcanic
rock, has some rock texture-silty consistency
when broken

fore tan in color

Soft, easy drilling

Very easy drilling
\lore moisture

‘ore clayey SILT in cuttings

Break in log

Boring terminated at 35 feet

Figure

MO I STURE
CONTENT 4
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Fie no  1818-1 LOG OF BORING NO. 4

Date Drilled 3/25/ 80 Surface Elevation Unknown
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» ‘u 8 - L > 2
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CONTENT, %

£
ey

Some avel on roadwa
Red brown, moist, loose SILT, little SAND ML

Completely weathered metavolcanic rock has
4-1 20 some rock texture, breaks into fine SILT
th little clay

Easy drilling straight to 30 feet

10

15

20

Boring terminated at 30 feet in steady
drilling

Figure ©
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LOG OF BORING NO. 5
4/25/86 <Urface Elevation Unknown
DESCRIPTION
Rocks

Rock and gravel tailings

Red brown, moist, loose SILT little Sand

Orange tan, completely weathered metavolcanic
rock has SILTY with some clay texture when
broken

Harder slightly weathered metavolcanic rock
at 17 approximately 17 feet

Harder drilling

Boring terminated at 20 feet

ML

DRY DENSITY
c.t

Figure

MO I STURE

CONTENT, *f



Fire no 18151 LOG OF BORING NO. 6

4/25/806 Unknown

Date Drilled: Surface Elevation

LOCATION

u g 25 > :
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S L I S DESCRIPTION oi i 2l
w v u 3 - w0 - Oz
§0 ® ; gg : !8
Grey, dense, trallings
0 o Rock up to 4 inches
oy Mainly rock and gravel, little sand CP
|4
0000
5 — Red orange brown, moist, loose SILT ML

Orange tan completely weathered rock
Fairly easy drilling

10 -

15 =~
Somewhat harder drilling to 30 feet

20

25 —~

30 —
Boring terminated at 30 feet

Figure 8
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STATUS REPORT
IDAHO-MARYLAND-BRUNSWICK PROPERTY
NEVADA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

FOR

NORTHERN MINES
44 MONTGOMERY ST., SUITE 1550
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94104

JANUARY 23, 1989

By Ross Guenther
P. O. Box 1320
Pollock Pines, CA 95726
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January 11, 1989

STATUS REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS
IDAHO-MARYLAND-BRUNSWICK PROPERTY
NEVADA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

SUMMARY

The land status of this 2750 acre property is in good
shape and actions are being taken to upgrade the title.
Permitting possibilities for dewatering and subsequent
underground development and exploration appear fair, but
the water quality study should commence immediately. Map
reproductions are necessary to.continue an effective study
of the existing proven and probable reserves, which is
approaching a million ounces of gold. The possible reserves
are enormous, in the multi-million ounce category. With the
exploration lead time possibly being reduced to near zero,
we should immediately commence the water quality study and
examine our needs for surface facilities and any new surface
lands required.

LAND STATUS

Ross Guenther began negotiations to acquire the property
in December, 1986. A "Mining Lease and Option to Purchase"
was executed on March 14, 1988, by Mother Lode Gold Mines and
assigned to Northern Mines, effective April 1, 1988. A
summary of the agreements are given in Appendix I.

A title search and title insurance policy is being con-
sidered by Inter County Title co. We need to answer their
4/26/88 letter requesting (in writing) the amount and type
of insurance required. I suggest we ask for the minimum
available to get a reasonable title search done. 1In the
meantime, an extensive in-house title search is being conducted.

The concerns of Mel Morgan's 2/25/88 memo should be
addressed, perhaps with a meeting including Mel and the
Owners' attorney.

As per my 5/6/88 letter and Condor's 5/2/88 letter
(see Appendix II), we should immediately initiate our base
line study on water and other matters. The eventual possible
dewatering of the mine will likely be delayed by about one
year from the start of the water quality study.
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GEOLOGY

Just south of the Property, an elongated body of
granodiorite intruded the metasediments and metavolcanics
of the Calaveras Formation. Many of the gold quartz veins
of the Grass Valley District dip at shallow angles in the
Calaveras Formation on both sides of the intrusion and
within, striking generally north and south and dipping
east and west into the intrusion. The Idaho-Maryland and
Brunswick gold quartz veins lie to the north of this
intrusion.

The main vein of the Idaho-Maryland area had a serpentine
footwall and a greenstone and amphibolite schist (or a diabase
dike) hanging wall and was of a high grade, about one ounce
per ton of gold, and was generally about three feet thick.

The vein has a strike of NW and dips deeply to the south.
Toward the Brunswick Mine, the vein horsetails in amphibolite
schist and greenstone out to several dozen veins. The veins
on the Property are steeper than those on the Empire group

to the south and thus less expensive to develop.

For a general geological overview, see figures 3 and 4.
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HISTORY

The Grass Valley Mining District has been the richest
gold district in California, producing over 13 million ounces.

The Idaho, Maryland, Brunswick and Union Hill mines
produced more than 2.5 million ounces of gold and significant
amounts of tungsten from 1851 to 1957. One continuous ore
shoot, the Eureka-Idaho-Maryland pay shoot, produced a
million ounces along its strike length of over one mile.

This system continues to the east but splays out into a

system of over one hundred mineable veins and low grade

zones some of which are over a hundred feet in width. The

ore stopes dip steeply generally over 70° to the SW. Most

of the high grade quartz veins averaged 2% ft. and lie

between a serpentine footwall and a diabase dike with green-
stone to the SW. 1In the Brunswick area the veins are primarily
in greenstone.

The Eureka-Idaho-Maryland vein was discovered in 1851,
and in 1864 a vertical shaft 100 feet deep found the great
Eureka-Idaho ore shoot (fig. 3). The mine was actively
worked until 1873. 1In 1877, when the ore shoot had been
mined to the property line of the adjacent Idaho claim, the
mine was closed. Workings had reached a depth of 1,200 feet,
but no good ore was found below 600 feet. However, Wilber
Grant, during his investigations of the property in 1914-1923,
interviewed miners who worked in the Eureka prior to 1873
and it was reported that "wide" quartz veins grading only
0.4 0z./T gold were found between 600 and 1200 feet (the
cut-off grade was 0.5 opt.). The Eureka mine is credited
with a total production of $5,700,000. :

The Idaho mine was located in 1865, and in 1867, at a
depth of 300 feet, the eastward continuation of the Eureka
ore shoot was found. Since 1867 the mine has been operated
by five companies and has prospered under the first and
last, or present company.

The first period of mining extended from 1867, when
the Idaho Quartz Mining Co., with Edward Coleman as president,
was organized until January 1893. During this time over
$11,000,000 in gold was produced and $5,000,000 paid in
dividends. The ore came from the Eureka-Idaho shoot (fig. 3),
which averaged 2i%. feet in width and yielded 1 ounce to the
ton in gold. The shoot was worked through a shaft inclined
at an angle of 70°, which extended to the 1,000 foot level
and an inclined winze raking to the east, called the Canyon
shaft, that bottomed on the 1,600 foot level, at a vertical
depth of 2,180 feet. 1In 1983, in consequence of a lawsuit
between the Idaho and Maryland Cos. over the eastward
continuation of the Eureka-Idaho shoot, the Maryland Co.
acquired the Idaho Quartz Mining Co. upon payment of $85,00C
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HISTORY (Cont'd.)

The second period was that of operation by the Maryland
Co. under management of S. P. Dorsey, extending from February,
1893, until 1901, during which $1,250,000 in gold was
produced. A winze was sunk from the 1,600 to the 1,900 foot
level, but in 1894 a fire destroyed the hoist and the mine
was flooded and workings below the 1,600 foot level were
not reclaimed. 1In 1901, partly because of the bad condition
of the workings, the mine was closed.

It remained idle until 1903, when it was bonded to the
Idaho-Maryland Development Co., which worked it until 1914.
This company succeeded only in re-opening it to the 1,000

- foot level, and the $300,000 in gold it produced came mainly

from old stopes and pillars left behind by the earlier
operators.

The fourth period extended from 1918 to 1925, when the
mine was operated by the Metals Exploration Co., financed
by H. P. Whitney. At a cost greatly exceeding the $500,000
in gold that was produced, the main shaft was extended
downward 1,000 feet to the 2,100 foot level at a vertical
depth of 2,000 feet, drifts on the 2,000 and 2,100 foot
levels were driven from the main shaft and other drifts from
the Dorsey winze, and a new winze was sunk 850 feet below
the 2,000 foot level. Failing to find a new ore shoot, the
company suspended work in 1925.

Work was shortly thereafter resumed by the Idaho-
Maryland Mines Co., under the management of Errol MacBoyle.
New ore was found, and, for the first time in the present
century, the mine entered a period of prosperity.

The Brunswick is southeast of the Idaho-Maryland, in
the area of amphibolite schist. It was located early, but
by 1888 it was only 300 feet deep. 1In 1918 shaft sinking
stopped at a depth of 1,347 feet. The mine was profitably
operated for a few years before World War I, but in 1917
the scarcity of labor slowed up development work, and in
1918, because of high labor costs and depleted ore reserves,
work was suspended for the duration of the war. The mine
was unwatered in 1922 and was operated in 1923, 1925, and
1926. 1In 1927 it was again closed. 1In 1933 the Idaho-
Maryland Co., which had meanwhile acquired control, began
pumping preparatory to putting it in production. The
Brunswick vertical shaft reaches 3280 feet. Although the
same system of veins appears to exist at the lower level,
little development had progressed below 1600 feet.

The Union Hill vein, on the north bank of South Wolf
Creek south of the Brunswick inclined shaft, was worked in
1854, and the ore reduced in an arrastre. Between 1865



HISTORY (Cont'd.)

and 1870, when it bottomed at the third level, the mine was
profitable and is reported to have yielded $250,000 up to
that time. At the beginning of this century the mine was
reopened, and a new shaft, beginning in the footwall of the
Union Hill vein on the 300 foot level, was sunk to a depth
of 600 feet. Mining was continued with occasional interr-
uptions until 1911, when operations were suspended. 1In
1914 the mine was again opened and mining continued until
1918. Subsequently the mine was controlled by the Idaho-
Maryland Mines Co. The Union Hill mine, including the
Lucky and Cambridge mines, is credited with a total pro-
duction of between $500,000 and $750,000.

World War II closed the mines down in October, 1942,
when War Production Order L-208 was issued. When it was
lifted in July, 1945, high start-up costs and the fixed
price of gold had a negative effect on exploration and
development. Subsidized tungsten production helped during
1954-1957 and gave attention to this significant by-product.

The property was thereafter acquired by William Ghidotti
who had purchased the holdings of the Idaho-Maryland
Corporation when bankruptcy forced the sale of their property.
Upon his death, and later the death of his wife Marian, the
property was willed to the present owners, William Toms,

Erica Erickson and Mary Bouma.

After years of studying by Ross Guenther the area of
the Idaho-Maryland-Brunswick Mine property was singled out
as an excellent exploration and development target. In
December, 1986, he began negotiating a lease purchase
agreement for Mother Lode Gold Mines and finalized the
agreement in March of 1988 whereupon it was assigned to
a subsidiary, Northern Mines.
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ORE RESERVES

Proven and probable reserves will likely exceed
one million ounces of gold and with the possible reserves,
the total will likely exceed 2.5 million ounces of gold.
This report discusses the ore reserve status as calculated
by Mark Payne.

In conjunction with the two phase study suggested by
Mark Payne, we need to allocate at least $10,000 toward
producing negatives of about 1500 maps and paper copies
~and mylar copies of selected maps. The copies are necessary
for the study. Also, presently a fire, flood, vandalism or
other loss of maps from Mrs. Erickson's basement could vastly
reduce the value of this property if copies are not made.

Development and Drill Assays vs. Final Production Results

As with many gold-quartz vein deposits of the Mother Lode
type, there are references in the past production records of
the Brunswick Mine indicating consistent discrepancies between
development and final production grades. The mine staff
calculated final production grades from any particular stope
averaged 1.75 times higher than the average of development
assays from that stope. This figure was consistent through-
out the last 25 years of production at the Brunswick Mine
since 1930. Drift, raise, and crosscut assays exceeding .14
ounces per ton gold we considered ore grade throughout the
life of the Brunswick Mine. The .14 oz/t cutoff grade in
the development sampling was good enough to insure that the
final production grade would stay above .25 ounces per ton
gold as a minimum. Development assays between .09 and .14
ounces per ton were indicated as lower grade possible ore
and corresponded to mineralization that would actually mill
.12 to .25 ounces per ton gold. There are immense drill
indicated reserves ranging from .05 to .14 ounces per ton gold
in undeveloped virgin areas of the Maryland and Brunswick
portions of the property. The comparison for development vs.
production grades was never calculated for the Idaho and
Maryland portions of the property by the Brunswick Mine staff
though plenty of the necessary records required to do so have
been preserved. It could only be speculated that the Idaho
development/production grade coefficient could be very similar
to the 1.75 figure calculated for the Brunswick Mine, until it
is calculated.

To date, a preliminary ore reserve totaling 3,181,400 tons
grading .146 (factored to .255) ounces per ton gold proven,
probable, and possible has been calculated by Mark Payne for
the Idaho-Maryland and Brunswick mines. These reserves are
undiluted. Completion of Phase I and II reserve studies in
the Brunswick and Union Hill mines most likely will bring the
total proven, probable, and possible reserve total up to
1,000,000 contained ounces of gold in 5,000,000 to 6,000,000
tons of ore.
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ORE RESERVES (Cont'd.)

Development and Drill Assays vs. Final Production Results (Cont'd.)

A) Bruns. Proven & Probable Ore 899,500 t @ .170* 152,900 oz.
B) Idaho Proven & Probable Ore 156,900 t @ .396 62,100 oz.
C) Bruns. Possible Ore 933,800 t @ .099 92,400 oz.
D) Idaho Possible Ore 191,200 t @ .193 36,900 oz.
E) Maryland D.D. Indicated Ore 1,000,000 t @ .120 120,000 oz.
Total Known Reserve = 3,181,400 t @ .146** 464,300 oz.

Total Known Reserve X 1.75 = 3,181,400 t @ .255 812,500 oz.***

*

* %

% % %

See Appendix III-A

Note: Development and drill indicated gold values are
consistently 40% to 50% lower than the final production
grade of the ore at the Brunswick Mine. The development
or drill indicated grade is multiplied by 1.75 to achieve
the estimated production grade for the Brunswick ore only,
as determined by the mine superintendent. An accurate
coefficient has not been determined for the Idaho ore yet.

Assuming that the development indicated gold values in the
Idaho Mine are similarly lower than the production grade,
the total known reserve picture at the Idaho-Maryland-
Brunswick Mine would be upgraded significantly from the
above total.

ORE TARGET POTENTIAL

Ross Guenther's 1987 estimate of possible reserves in

excess of 2.5 million ounces appears to be entirely valid.
Possible and Geologic reserves could reach 16 million tons
or more. The following table shows tonnage indications in
various target areas of the property.

2,500,000 t Existing, proven, probable, possible ore
4,000,000 t Possible and Geologic potential - east end Idaho
2,000,000 t Bruns. Stockwork Vein System along east boundary
2,000,000 t Bruns. possible reserves 0 to 1600 Levels
1,000,000 t Bruns. 1600 to 2300 Levels

1,500,000 t Bruns. 2300 to 3280 Levels

2,000,000 t Union Hill 1200 to 3280 Levels

1,000,000 t Union Hill Surface to 1200 Levels
16,000,000 t

PROVEN AND PROBABLE RESERVES

The proven and probable reserves of the Idaho and the

Brunswick mines were taken from the existing ore reserve
catalog preserved among the mine records. The 287 separate
Post-World War II vintage ore blocks outlined in the Idaho
and Brunswick mines total more than one million tons grading
better than .20 ounces per ton gold. The proven and probable

12



PROVEN AND PROBABLE RESERVES (CONT'D.)

reserve figure will be substantially increased when studies
are made of the stoping and assay plans of the pre-World

War II vintage workings. Prior to World War II, many of

the old workings were merely high-graded, leaving behind
large low-grade reserves within development workings. Many
areas left unstoped within the Idaho workings grade between
.20 and .30 ounces per ton for long distances. Unstoped
drifts in the Brunswick Mine grade .10 to .25 ounces per ton
in many places.

POSSIBLE RESERVES

The preliminary possible reserves of the Idaho and
Brunswick mines have been indicated in crosscuts and in
wide-spaced diamond drill holes. Possible reserves totaling
480,000 tons grading .171 ounces per ton have been delineated
in 54 separate zones. This information was developed as a
result of limited examination of maps and records and some
note-taking during the course of the map inventory program.
The possible reserve figure is far from complete and is
based on some selected drill intercepts and cut samples in
crosscuts recognized on some of the maps. Most of the maps
with drill hole and assay data were inventoried but not
examined, indicating the probability of greatly expanding
the possible reserve base. Over 3100 maps have been inven-
toried.

The possible reserves calculated around exposures of
mineralization in crosscuts and in drill intercepts are
extended 50 feet each way along strike horizontally and
50 feet each way vertically. All 54 zones are open in all
directions, representing a huge unproven reserve.

DRILL-INDICATED GEOLOGICAL RESERVES IN THE MARYLAND AREA

Geological Reserves have been delineated by surface
diamond drilling in the area of the Round Hole Shaft on the
Maryland Claim. Two separate, sub-parallel zones have been
penetrated by multiple drill intercepts. A 600,000 ton
geologic reserve averaging 81 feet wide grading .18 ounces
per ton gold has been intersected by 2 drill holes. Two
to three hundred feet south, a sub-parallel 400,000 ton
geologic reserve has been identified to average 67 feet
wide grading .06 ounces per ton along a 300 foot strike

13



DRILL-INDICATED GEOLOGICAL RESERVES IN THE MARYLAND AREA (CONT'D.)

length. The drill-indicated geologic reserves were calculated
using the average width of two separate zones x 300 feet in
length x 300 feet in depth. Continuity of this mineralization
to depth would indicate large underground bulk-mineable
mineralization of low, but probably commercial, grade.

PHASE I ORE RESERVE STUDY

It is estimated that the Brunswick proven, probable
and possible reserves could be increased by an additional
2,500,000 tons grading between .15 and .20 ounces per ton
upon completion of the first phase of the ore reserve
analysis. Phase I of the ore target analysis would examine
those areas easily accessible from the Brunswick vertical
shaft between the surface and 1600 Level in both the Brunswick
and Union Hill mines. ’ :

PHASE I1 ORE RESERVE STUDY

The second phase of the ore reserve analysis could
deliver an additional 1,000,000 tons grading between .15
and .20 ounces per ton. Phase II of the ore reserve study
would examine the under-developed block of ground in the
Brunswick workings between the 1600 and 3280 levels. An
Idaho Maryland Mines Corporation memo issued by mine engineer
Rollin Farmin, dated March 28, 1938, gives an estimate of
the ore expected to be found during development of the
Brunswick Mine between the 1300 and 2300 levels. Farmin
saw a reasonable expectation for 1,500,000 tons of ore from
which .14 ounces per ton will be recovered. This memo has
been included in this report as Appendix III-E.

Completion of the Phase I and II ore reserve study
is strongly urged in order to assess the pre-feasibility
value of the Idaho-Maryland-Brunswick land holdings, making
the project increasingly attractive. The relatively small
capital outlay to complete this study will increase the value
of the Idaho-Maryland Project several fold.
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APPENDIX I - MINING LEASE AND OPTION TO PURCHASE

Idaho-Maryland-Brunswick Property

1. “Mining Lease and Option to Purchase" dated March 14, 1988,

between Mother Lode Gold Mines Consolidated ("LESSEE") and
Mary Bourna, Erica Erickson, and William Toms ("OWNERS").

2, "Memorandum of Agreement" between above parties on 6/21/88
and filed in Nevada Co., CA on 7/19/88 as document No. 88-18624.

3. D Assignment of Mining Lease and Option to Purchase" from
"LESSEE" above to Northern Mines ("ASSIGNEE") was signed
during 8/23/88 to 10/5/88, made effective April 1, 1987
(with original lease dated 3/14/87). Both 1987 dates
should read "1988" and should be amended as such. Document
was filed in Nevada Co., CA on
as Document No. : .

4. Property consists of approximately 2750 Ac. of M/R with
approx. 37 Ac of S/R east of Grass Valley in Nevada County, CA.

5. Term: Ten years

6. Minimum Rovyalties:

Lease Year Amount

First $ 12,000.00

Second $ 24,000.00

Third and Fourth : $ 50,000.00 per year
Fifth through Tenth $100,000.00 per year

7. Production Royalty

NSR
Gold not more than 0.3 opt 43 Y
More than 0.3 opt, and less than 1.0 opt 6%
More than 1.0 opt, 8%

8. Option to Purchase

Total Minimum $5,925,000. Option payment $148,000 per year
($74,000 if not in production) commencing with the third year.
All payments except for the initial $36,000 minimum royalties

apply against option price. Balance paid in 10 equal annual
payments.



APPENDIX I (Cont'd.)

Iduho-Maryland-Brunswick Property (Cont'd.)

9. Termination: Can be made upon 90 day notice to Owners.

10. Taxes paid by Lessee.

11. Preliminary title search needed and comments by Mel Morgan
need to be considered.



APPENDIX II - ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

MOTHER LODE GOLD MINES CONSOLIDATED

P. O. Box 1320

Pollock Pines, CA 95726
(916) 644-3803

May 6, 1988

Mr. Frank M. Orrell

Mother Lode Gold Mines Consolidated
44 Montgomery Street, Suite 1550
San Francisco, CA 94104

Re: Environmental Studies
Idaho-Maryland-Brunswick Property
Nevada County, California

Dear Frank:

Enclosed is a letter and report dated 5/2/88 from
Pete Dohms of Condor on a proposal for initial base line
environmental studies for the I.M.B. property.

On April 25, Pete and I toured the property. I believe
that using Condor will be the most efficient way to allow us
to acquire the base line data (especially on water) to
initiate exploration and development on the mine.

I recommend, as soon as the project is funded, to proceed
by using Condor. We should, of course, monitor them closely
and make all final decisions on each activity in all phases.

Sincerely, '

Ross Guenther

Consultant
RG/nr

Encl.



CONDOR EARTH TECHNOLOGIES

1444 Alberni Street 2141 Mono Way

Vancouver, B.C. P.O. Box 3905
Canada V6G 2Z4 Sonora,

(604) 684-9371 California 95370
FAX (604) 687-6130 (209) 532-0361
Telex 04-54367 FAX (209) 532-0773

May 2, 1988

Mr. Ross Guenther

Mother Lode Gold Mines Consolidated
P.0. Box 1570

Pollock Pines, CA 95726

Dear Ross,

Attached is our proposal to provide services to Mother Lode for the
first year baseline and permit advocacy program for the Tdaho-Maryland-
Brunswick Project in Nevada County. I trust that it will meet with your
approval.

We are ready to begin this work immediately but would appreciate a week
or two of notice before we hit the field.

If you have any questions or need any clarification, please feel free
to call me.

Very Truly Yours,

.

Peter H. Dohms
Principal Geologist

PHD:ec
cc: B. Hillman

file
1l:Idaho.txt

Environmental Services ¢ Laboratory Services ¢ Drllling Services ¢ Mining Services e Project Management
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PROPOSAL

PERMITTING FEASIBILITY STUDY,
REACTIVATION PROJECT
for the
T1DAHO-MARYLAND-BRUNSWICK MINFE
NEVADA COUNTY, CALTFORNIA

INTRODUCTION

The Idaho-Maryland-Brunswick (I.M.B.) Mine complex, located on thg
southeast margin of Grass Valley, California, is the number two al!-t%me
lode-gold producer in California. It is estimated that some 2.5 million
ounces were won from this property, with principal production during the
period 1930 - 1941. Last production from the complex occured in 1956 and
the mine has been idle for the last 32 years.

Currently, the property situation is such that the 2750 acres of deeded
mineral rights are protected by only 37 acres of surface, the latter
acreage centered at the New Brunswick Shaft. At the New Brunswick, the
shaft is capped with a deteriorating concrete slab, the headframe is gone
and the old ore bins are in questionable condition. Fortunately, the
ad joining parcel is occupied by an active lumber mill and much of the
formerly productive area of the mine is currently overlain by industrial
development.

Condor Earth Technologies, Inc. (Condor) has been approached by Mother
Lode Gold Mines Consolidated (Mother Lode) with a request for a proposal to
perform various environmental studies and permit advocacy services for a
project to unwater the I.M.B. Mine complex and possibly reactivate mining
on the site. The following outlines what we believe to he the necessary
scope of environmental work, which we term a "permilL feasibility study".

SCOPE OF WORK

The proposed scope of work is divided into a number of studies which

would ultimately be incorporated into a Permit Feasibility report. These
studies include:

- Phase I - Mine Entry Permitting -

Quality of mine waters,

~Effects of mine unwatering on surrounding and overlying wells,
Disposal plan for pumped waters, and,
Mine unwatering permit requirements.

- Page 1 -
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- Phase 11 - Project Development Studies -

- Existing and potential General Plan and zoning requirements for
uwitimate Project development,

Milling facility siting study,

Overall mining and milling permit requirements, andt

Application to State Mining and Geology Board for Mineral Resource

Zone classification.

Fach is discussed below.

- Phase 1 - Mine Entry Permitting -

The initial investigations will be pointed at the interim goal of
gaining access to the underground mine workings of the I.M.B. complex via
the New Brunswick shaft. Based on Condor's previous knowledge of the
failed Banner - Lava Cap mine unwatering‘and entry project, we anticipate
that the environmental issues will center on the questions of, 1) Quality
of mine waters proposed for discharge, 2) Wherc the waters will be
disposed, and, 3) Potential for adverse impacts to overlying and nearby
water wells due to the mine pumping. Each of the following discussions is
addressed at one or more of these issues.

- Quality of Mine Waters -

Based on other Mother Lode mine-water quality information, it is likely
that I.M.B. mine waters will be of a quality that would fail drinking water
standards, principally due to heavy metals in trace quantities. It will be
necessary to secure samples of mine waters for comprehensive analysis for a
baseline period of time to establish the quality of mine water. Tt may be.
additionally necessary to oversee testing and design for construction of a
treatment plant to improve mine water quality prior to discharge.

Based on our initial discussions with Mother lode, it is possible that
the ad joining Bohemia lumber mill is using Brunswick mine water for at
least a part of their water supply. If that is not the case, access to
mine water for sampling purposes could prove to be difficult, but will have
to be accomplished. Initial investigations in this area will be pointed at
securing access to I.M.B. mine water. In addition, water samples will he
secured from the P.G.& E. pumping plant drawing from the nearby Union
shaft. *.Although it is our understanding that the Union does not connect
with the I.M.B., water quality data from that mine will be useful for the
I.M.B. study. Quarterly samples for analysis will be taken.

- Effect of Mine Unwatering -

The principal issue which ultimately caused the failure of the Banner -
Lava Cap project was a mistaken impression that unwatering the mine would

CONDOR EARTH TECHNOLOGILS
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. This impression

1y impact the water wells of nearby homeownerg . ' r
:gz:;:eaz arzicle of faith with the homeowners association 1in sp}te of t:e
unanimous opinion of qualified professionals engaged by the applicant an
by County government that such eflects would not occur.

e case of the I.M.B. mine complex, there are significant )
diffi:ezzes with the Banner - Lava Cap situation. At.I.M.B.. the overlying
surface is largely occupied by industrial and commercial development. The
I1.M.B. is in an older area of the community, one more likely to be served
by long standing surface water sources. At the Banner - Lava Cap, tbe
overlying acreage had been subdivided and developed as luxury home sites
with private wells supplying the domestic water.

We propose to undertake a comprehensive study of ground water use
patterns in the I.M.B. area of influence. Locations of active water wells
will be sought and information will be gathered on the age of each well
located. It can be argued that wells in service since before the mine
closed will not be affected under any circumstances. The cooperation of
County government will be sought to gain access to the confidential records
of well drillers logs kept by the Division of Water Resources. TIn
addition, planning and zoning records will be reviewed for indication of
which developments in the area are served by public water and which might
rely on private wells. Finally, mine records will be reviewed for
information on mine inflow rates and principal in-mine water source areas.

At this time, we do not propose to undertake any field exercises to
directly study ground water movement patterns. Tf circumstances warrant,
however, such a study may ultimately become necessary. For the time being,

we believe that monitoring of the actual mine unwatering will be the best
test that could be conducted.

- Disposal Plan for Pumped Water -

This is one aspect of the project where beneficial effects may he
demonstrated to reviewing agencies and to the public. We would propose
that if the mine water meets drinking water standards (or can be feasibly
treated to meet those standards) that it be pumped an additional 500 feet
(or 100 feet higher in elevation) and discharged to the D-S Flume, which
appears to be a major water delivery system. In addition to directly
adding to the supply enjoyed by downstream users, this discharge would also
relieve demand on the entire surface water delivery system by making more

water available to the total system.

In order to accomplish, this goal, several steps will be needed. First
the volume of mine water to be pumped will have to be calculated.
Secondly, if found to be necessary, a water treatment plant for pumped mine
water will have to be designed. The project schedule and technological

limitations will dictate the mine pumping rate. Unless there is a storage
facility downstream along the Flume, mine discharge outside of the

c m
ET

CONDOR EARTH TECHNOLOGIES

- Page 3 -



f the ditch with a

It will also be necessary to approach the owners of .

well thought out plan for this discharge. Their principal questtonshwi;l
likely address water quality. We would therefore propose to approac ? em
after developing answers to these questions, through the programs previous-
ly discussed.

- Mine Unwatering Permit Requirements -

Coincident with the reviews and studies previously mentioned, we will
investigate the requirements for permitting of the mine unwatering. The
philosophy behind this study will be one of the owner of the mtneral .
estate, through the project applicant, wishing to gain entry to his private
property for inspection and rehabilitation. We believe that the Banner -
Lava Cap applicants failed to press the point that denial of entry to their
mine was a denial of property rights.

At this time, review of the project will rest with the County of Nevada
as lead agency. We can anticipate that the Regional Water Quality Control
Board will wish to assert authority, but the disposal method proposed above
(i.e., putting the water to beneficial use following treatment) could
neutralize their influence. (If there is no waste being discharged and no

potential for waste discharge, how can there be waste discharge require-
ments?) .

During this investigation, we will determine which governmental and
quasi-governmental agencies will have review authority. At this time, we
anticipate that an Environmental Impact Report will be required, but that
will be confirmed through discussions with the Nevada County Planning
Department. We are personally acquainted with the Planning Director, Mr.
Parillo, and believe we have his trust and respect. Through our dis-
cussions with Mr. Parillo, we will attempt to identify which local special
interest groups can be expected Lo oppose the project and which civic
organizations might provide support.

Phase I will be completed with a preliminary permit feasibility report.
That report will summarize each of the foregoing investigations nnd will
include our best estimates for the time and expense necessary to conclude
the permitting for mine unwatering.

-~ Phase II - Project Developmept Studies -

As the project moves forward and a firm time-line is established for
the mine unwatering project, Condor will propose initiation of the Phase 17T
program, which will include background studies to support the full scale
mine project. Each of these proposed programs is discussed below. We
realize that project developments may necessitate modification of the scope
of these items or that some studies may be added or deleted.

- Page 4 -
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- General Plan and Zoning Requirements -

Nevada County is in the process of drafting a mineral element to their
General Plan. We are aware that the first draft of that element was sent
"back to Planning Department staff for revision but we are not acqua1qted
with the details of the problems surrounding the first draft. A review of
the first draft, however, indicates that careful attention will have to be
" paid to the County's planning and zoning policies as they relate to the
mine reactivation. ,

Condor will have made a preliminary investigation of these questions
early in Phase I; during Phase II a detailed program will be presented to
Mother Lode for action. That program may or may not include such items as
rezoning or zoning ammendment, or a General Plan ammendment. Tn the past
we have found that if such actions are needed, they are best accomplished
in advance of the submission of the application for the full scale project.

!

' - Milling Facility Siting Study -

Given that the project only includes 37 surface acres and given that
those 37 acres are bisected by an active drainage, it is unlikely that ore
processing can occur on site unless tailings can be disposed underground.
If it is determined that processing and tailings disposal will be off-site,
Condor will undertake an investigation to nominate the best location. For
instance, significant quantities of sand, gravel and aggregalte arc importcd
to the Grass Valley area. If the empty trucks on back-haul could be
employed to haul I.M.B. ore to a processing facility, significant savings
could possibly be affected in the areas of haul cost and environmental
review (use of a back-haul would effectively negate traffic questions).

In a similar sense, the siting investigation would focus on sites where
environmental and permitting issues would be minimized. Condor approaches
permitting costs as part of the capital cost structure of a project.
Savings in permitting costs can have just as much effect on project
economics as any other capital savings. Similarly, savings in permitting
time requirements also are reflected in improved project economics.

- Mining and Milling Permit Requirements -

The foregoing discussions have allpded to this subject, but those
discussions have been more-or-less piecemeal. The principal focus of the
Phase II study will be the overall mining and milling permit requirements.
Condot has completed numerous investigations of this nature in the last
five years. For the I.M.B. project, we anticipate that a significant
effort will be required. This effort is principally due to the lack of
success of both the Banner - Lava Cap project of Franco-Nevada as well as
the San Juan Ridge project of St. Joe Minerals. Although the latter
project was ultimately permitted, the conditions attached were so onerous

CONDOR LARTH TECHNOLOGIES

- Page 5 -



that the project became uneconomic.

In the case of the I.M.B. project, we believe that a carefully thought
out, long term strategy which combines effective advocacy by Condorit
dignified and responsible actions by Mother Lode, and strong c::@un zcess
relations by both, will lead to ultimate success. The key to Lhis su
lies in early identification of issues and concerns and effectlve.responze
to them. This is true not only with respect to local and County issues but
also to Regional and State concerns. For instance, Qeyelopment project
opponents have learned which State agencies are sensitive to charges that
they are "soft on industry" and have used that sensitivity to block or
delay permitting.

~ Application to the State Mining and Geology Board -

The California State Mining and Geology Board, under the authority of
the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA), has a program for
classification and designation of mineral properties of regional or
statewide significance. Classification of a property institutes a duty
upon the local agency to recognize the presence of the mineral resource in
all future planning and zoning activities. Implicit in this duty is the
charge to conserve the property for mineral development and to promote

policies that will act to encourage development of the minerals on the
property.

Classification of any property can proceed in either of two fashions.
The State Division of Mines and Geology, in its Rural SMARA program, maps
areas of known mineral resource on a systematic basis. The mapping process
results in classification. At present, the Division is gearing up to
extend the Rural SMARA mapping into Nevada County. The other way a
property may become classified is through petition to the Mining and

Geology Board. Condor has successfully carried this petition process
through to a favorable classification.:-

In the case of the I.M.B. project, we would propose to approach the
Division of Mines and Geology to determine when classification of the Grass
Valley 7-1/2 minute quadrangle will occur. If the timing of classification
on the initiative of the Division is not optimum, we would propose to
prepare and submit a classification petition to the Mining and Geology
Board for Mother Lode. We believe that formal classification by the Board
will be a powerful asset as the project goes forward.

\

PROJECT COST

It is extremely difficult to provide accurate cost estimation for a
project of this nature. Condor's schedule of fees is attached; we propose
to work on a "time-and-materials" basis. We will, of course, keep Mother
Lode apprised of developments and no major financial commitments will be
made without prior approval. On the basis of previous projects of this

‘EM
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nature, the range of Condor's fees for Phase I might be $ 15,000 - 30,000
and for Phase II $ 50,000 - 75,000.

R;;;;ptfully Submitted,

Peter H. Dohms
Principal Geologist

PHD:ec
May 2, 1988

- Page 7 -
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EXHIBIT B

CONDOR EARTH TECHNOLOGIES
SCHEDULF, OF FEES
PROFESS IONAL CONSULTING

Professionals and Staff

Principal

Registered Geologist
Professional Engineer
Principal Geologist
Senior Geologist
Geophysicist

Staff Ceologist
laboratory Technician
Engineering Technician
Geological Technician
Drafting and Secretarial

Directly Reimbursable Charges

Vehicle day use and mileage
Day Use
Mileage -

Out-of-pocket Expenses

Travel Expense
Lodging -
Meals -
Transportation -

Fxpenses are billed at cost

Printing or reproduction fees

$25.00 per
$ 0.30 per

Room Fees
Meal Fees
Car rental

plus 15%,

Long distance phone charpes
Other travel expenses

Postage and freight
Supplies

Equipment rental
Laboratory fees

Miscellaneous expenses

cetforms:FEES.88

$80.00
$62.50
$62.50
$62.50
$55.00
$55.00
$35.00
$35.00
$35.00
$25.00
$20.00

day
mile

and air fare

and also include such items as:

T VIR
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APPENDIX III, A-I (Cont'd.)
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Level |

S80
610
800
900
1000
1100
1200
1300
HSO

1600
1880
2300
3280

APPENDIX III,

Prabaile Posesies b

weighded ovy.
tonnogg . 3mée
$37 . 105
Hy2 167
2,912 - 1806
3,093 . 242
8,803 . 345
) 1H,903 . 210
22,7197 . 240
95,929 - -
325/422 ,.§§
321,284 .153
&bl AH8
2/ 522 .S
200 - 720
899,500 . 170

A-2

-
Mine Lzuel

1

vein Stractures
IRV
(G VUn=34Un
S-lU-l¢
T=10=-19-28=- YYy-Ys§
I - 4~-7-8-9-16-28
1-2-G-9 - 10-16- 18-28-45
H-6~16~28-30 - 32-38
~2-G-10-12- |5~ |G- 18 ~22-27-
1-H4-6 - lc.-z'c:u-ze-:ics)-’sm'37 .

© =32-36-37
H-G-1Y4- (6 -18 ~3)=32
6-32 .
|- 2= 30-32-35 -3
25VUn. . ?



APPENDIX III, B-1

Pk e O - \ i \ )
[dahe Proven and Pechabie Reserves by Vein Structure

camaa welam ayy.
| Ve 3,104 tong . 250
2 Vein 34,010 t .192
3 Vein 15,523 t . 62!
16 Ven 15,324 ¢ .7185
20 Vein 3,375 ¢ . 260
23 vein . 8,5 ¢ -593
24 Vein @, 736 t 489
29 Vein 3,745 t .21
S| Vein 29,925t .228
S2 Uein 36,448 ¢ T

ToTAL 156,900 t . 3%



APPENDIX III, B-2

Tdahe Proyen and Probable Reserves b\.{ Mine Level

wieighied o
Leve ) tonnosg qrad e"’ vein_ sSkruciures
100 |, 100 . 260 20V o
800 2,27s - 260 '2(1)\/'1
1200 2,294 . 49 3 Ve
1300 1,718 1.056 1% Vn
LTt} 4,435 - 942 - 3Un=16VUn-
:288 2,858 - 436 3Vn- IGUn~2Y4 Un—2 W,
5, 08| . %8 3vn-24V - "
1700 2,200 . 660 3V h
1800 906 292 3Un-29 U
1900 . 375 .435 3 VUn "
2000 14,365 - 489 3Vn—23U
- -6V
2300 8,TH2 175 2Un " i
2H00 14,588 . 580 | Vn=2Vn=- 1GU
2700 S, 2HY -2y 2Un~ S|V, -5”
2800 28,150 H40 sz Un  nT9RUn
2900 H,366 36N 52 Un |

156,900 . 396



APPENDIX III-C

Upduted DRBrovzoiic Tozoible Reterves i- &%
. . - Grntd Ases Asia
Level Locelion . anothy loanage. <z /t 1 Grade % 1.75
T80 No. |l Xeot | mpont TeS =33/ 4.6 380 4T -299
sce DD.H ne. & 0.0 8,300 1606 . 280
900 Neo IS5 Xoer, 37 50 Teawy f.pa-;\ 7322 3.0 2,500 0% -157
OO No. 15 Xeet ) 54 Yt hiem sped 7322 3.0 2,506 L 06C - 165
00 Ne IS Xeor, T9 +t fenr spad 1322 3.¢ 2,50C  (IHC - 2HS
200 No- 1S5 Xeut, 9¢C t Yo spoc 1322 3.C 2,50¢ . 208 . 350
20 Nz. 15 xeot, 121-127 #1 Rrenn zpad G.C 5,000 080 - 1HO
ploe IG Veni "betweeen ne .4 Roise one IC Kaise  H.G 330 LIS - DQZ
1060 No. 3 XCat, 1e-20" N, o 25 Uein 0.0 8,300 .c84 -148
| OO Nc. 3 xCot, 35-75" frem Starl HO.¢ 33,30C 110 192
Mag 1997 Soue). v ept g Mo 1947
Staviple(s repeil
fa'e's ro. q4 Xeot, 384t fom Yoite cobay 3.6 2,500 /oo 175
180C Nc. 7 XCot, 8 -998 fem spac .0 H,100  .O6C 163
jalete No. 7 XC._"'L’ H(: {( {(om H Vein N e Ll, 1OC . 09¢: - 157
At ae No., 12 XCut, “pas T8I +IC fe 15’ S.¢ 12,50¢  .083 < HE
/O No. 12 XCit, Spac 1891+ HC to - 45] S.0 H 10 L0706 clee
e's Ne 12 YCit, e T903 r 35 o v 3¢’ 7.0 5,800 .20C -35¢
[ HOC ANe. 12 XCit, spacd 1981+ NG .6 8,360 .20¢ 350
/A No. (2 XCet, ¢-169 ft Fem start 162.0 140,800 037 -065
/8¢ No. 12 xCut; 172-255 ft Hiom L 83.0 ©9,108 22 -213
Start @ Ceerds N.SI167— E. 10168, '
feb 1953 Devel. 4 Samplecs Reparts.
J2X00 DD H. nol |, 122- 174 $t 52.6 43300 | log - 185
1000 D.D. K. no. 30, 158-169 {1 1.6 9,18C L1067 -te7

Cent'd
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APPENDIX III-D

1dane Fossible Reseruer Licted l)\' Mine Ledel.

Lesel Tornage  Weilghted Ayg. Sade Conye)
S0 20,800 430

GOO 40, 800 167

800 8,300 160

900 G, 200 710

Jfalat 15,000 -153

1200 . 10,000 . 226

(500 7,900 .128

1900 - 3,300 -1G0

2000 38,200 137

2700 Y, 100 .100

ToTaL. 146,300 t 216



T —————

ldahe Vossible Reserve Block Desceiphans

blevel  LocoWon . Tonnage and i@ e ik
l. 1 HSOL — D.D.H.*7 | €0 fr into L 2¢,800 t @ W30 2s.’
: footwall of | Vein f

2. | GOOL — O.D.W.%9 in hangime ool 2
ot 3'vein Uest, 37I9° 20,000 t @ .11z -
3. | GoOoL ~ D.D.W. By 20,200t @ . 220 25.
H. | 8ooL — D.DH. w8 i e,300t e . 180 10,
S. [ 900L - D.D.W. %2 ' G,200t@ 710 7.
@. | 1l0OL = D.D.W. %y 15,000 t @.153 18.
7. | 1I200L— D.O.W. *¢ 10,000 t®.226 12,
8. [ 1S00L = D.D.W. »2) S,.800 t @ .120 7.
7. | 1500L — DDH.*2), 184 downhole from!| 2,100 ¢ @ . 150 2.¢
: . aboue mentioned intercept. :
10, | 1900L ~ DO, 2 3,300t @ .160 Y.¢
1, | 2c0oL— D.D.W. *35 Y,lc0t @ 400 5.¢C
12.] 2000L - D.0.W. %7 8.300t @ .180 [X
(3. | 2000L.— D.0.0. 30 ., 7,500t e 1o 9.¢
4. | 200c0L = D.D.W. %25 19,300t @ 070 22.C
IS. | 2700L = 1 Cross Cot o 13Cross L,l00t @ .100 S.C

Cor 93 Rasse !
TotaL = 146,300t @ .28
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