


         

                       

                    

                  
                     

                     
 

                    
                   

                      
                          

             

                          
                         

       

         

 

  











   
       

            
               

          
        

         
         

             
      

























       

  
              

               
               
           

               
                 

              
          

             

            
   

              
               

            

                 
             

            
             

             

   

                
          



             
   

          

   

               
    

               
                 

           

     

             
     

      

  

             
            

               
            

          

              
   

  

              
                 

             
             

             
        

     

                 
    

              
 

               
       

   

        

 

 



                   
     

     

           
      

       

        

       

             

       

   

  

 







. Learn why this is important

From: BOS Public Comment
To: Claire Swanson; Lauriana Cecchi
Subject: FW: Public Comment: Proposed Idaho Maryland Mine – Rise Grass Valley Project
Date: Friday, February 9, 2024 7:53:38 AM
Attachments: image001.png

 
 
Tine Mathiasen

 
  

Sent: Monday, February 5, 2024 4:00 PM
To: BOS Public Comment <BOS.PublicComment@nevadacountyca.gov>
Subject: Public Comment: Proposed Idaho Maryland Mine – Rise Grass Valley Project
 

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.
 
Hello,
 
I have a short Public Comment concerning the Proposed Idaho Maryland Mine – Rise
Grass Valley Project.
 
I own a home about a mile from the mine site in the Cedar Ridge area. Any mining
and/or manufacturing at the Idaho Maryland Mine site would likely create noise,
vibration and increased traffic that would be annoying, bothersome and reduce my
property value. I would like the Nevada County Board of Supervisors to not approve
and fully reject any mining and/or manufacturing at the Idaho Maryland Mine site.
 
Thank you,
 
Barney Dewey

https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:BOS.PublicComment@nevadacountyca.gov
mailto:Claire.Swanson@nevadacountyca.gov
mailto:Lauriana.Cecchi@nevadacountyca.gov
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From: BOS Public Comment
To: Claire Swanson; Lauriana Cecchi
Subject: FW: Idaho Maryland Mine
Date: Friday, February 9, 2024 7:53:31 AM

Tine Mathiasen

-----Original Message-----

Sent: Saturday, February 3, 2024 10:05 AM
To: BOS Public Comment <BOS.PublicComment@nevadacountyca.gov>
Subject: Idaho Maryland Mine

. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't recognize the sender,
consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you have
more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Please do not accept this company to mine in Nevada County.
We fought mining for years on the San Juan Ridge because of our water situations, noise, pollution and non-caring
companies.
It is not worth ruining the lives of our citizens' life, air, water and properties.

Do not allow them here.
thank you
reed family

   All is WONDERFUL in the Land of OZ
           BE OF GOOD CHEER

--
This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software.
www.avast.com

mailto:BOS.PublicComment@nevadacountyca.gov
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mailto:Lauriana.Cecchi@nevadacountyca.gov
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Some people who received this message don't often get email from  Learn why this is
important

From: Tine Mathiasen
To: Lauriana Cecchi; Claire Swanson
Subject: FW: Idaho Maryland Mine Financial Assurances Op Ed please read
Date: Friday, February 9, 2024 8:05:01 AM
Attachments: image001.png

 
 
Tine Mathiasen

 
From:  
Sent: Monday, February 5, 2024 8:10 AM
To: Hardy Bullock <Hardy.Bullock@nevadacountyca.gov>
Cc: bdofsupervisors <bdofsupervisors@nevadacountyca.gov>
Subject: Idaho Maryland Mine Financial Assurances Op Ed please read
 

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.
 
Hardy Bullock,
 
Below is the Other Voices Op Ed in The Union I wrote regarding Financial
Assurances for the Idaho Maryland Mine. I respectfully ask that you please read. 
 
Thank you for your hard work and consideration of this requirement. 
 
I'm available if you have any questions. 
 
Tim Ogburn

 

https://www.theunion.com/news/ideas-opinions-tim-ogburn-
131-million-to-play/article_6b484d74-c21e-11ee-ba33-
b3a27d0b410d.html

Ideas & Opinions — Tim
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.theunion.com%2fnews%2fideas-opinions-tim-ogburn-131-million-to-play%2farticle_6b484d74-c21e-11ee-ba33-b3a27d0b410d.html&c=E,1,Jd-o1RVfqBuoOoi_5Du57LhgyXHF1xE64ZffoRmFaR2keqUZDXBA099PMGvhNWPYd7ui3NjNzl16iY-HH58YjtXKV9qHqdgAyMui4lmhRwgKqsXnhtf3&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.theunion.com%2fnews%2fideas-opinions-tim-ogburn-131-million-to-play%2farticle_6b484d74-c21e-11ee-ba33-b3a27d0b410d.html&c=E,1,Jd-o1RVfqBuoOoi_5Du57LhgyXHF1xE64ZffoRmFaR2keqUZDXBA099PMGvhNWPYd7ui3NjNzl16iY-HH58YjtXKV9qHqdgAyMui4lmhRwgKqsXnhtf3&typo=1

asaa. NEVADA
= COUNTY

AAAAAAAAAA





Ogburn: $131 million to play
 

There is something no one seems to be talking
about — Nevada County gambling with the
possibility of going bankrupt! Why, because
Nevada County has not required Financial
Assurances as part of the Special Use Permit
request to reopen the Idaho Maryland Mine!

Financial Assurances have been an unspoken
critical requirement of Rise Grass Valley to
reopen the Idaho Maryland Mine. This
requirement, clearly stated in Nevada County’s
General Plan, seems to be lurking under the
radar.

So what exactly are Financial Assurances?
Simply put they’re financial protections if the
project goes south. For example, an
environmental accident requiring a very
expensive cleanup. So how does the County
protect itself? Also as part of Special Use Permit
application process how much Financial
Assurance should the County require of Rise
Grass Valley?

According to Nevada County’s General Plan
policy 17.13, the County “Shall (not may) require
satisfactory forms of accessible security
involving irrevocable letters of credit, cash
deposits, escrowed negotiable securities, or
performance bonds from all mining projects to



cover all damages that may stem from the
project.” Note the reference to “mining projects.”
“Accessible” is also a key word because it means
backed by readily available secure monies.

Why are Financial Assurances important?
Because if ignored or minimized, not requiring
financial assurances could bankrupt the County!
Sounds like an exaggerated statement but not
really. Let’s look at what happened to our
neighbors.

The Jamestown Mine in Tuolumne County and
the Siskon Mine in Nevada County on the San
Juan Ridge both experienced similar water
breach accidents that ultimately cost each of
these small communities tens of millions of
dollars to clean up. Why? Because these small
mining operations didn’t have sufficient
Financial Assurances in place.

Jamestown Mine in Tuolumne County closed in
1994 because of groundwater contamination
issues. It cost the county $5.3 million to clean up
the groundwater contamination (176 wells) in
1994. That’s $10.2 million in today’s dollars. The
Siskon Mine in Nevada County closed in August
of 1997 also because of groundwater
contamination issues. Their cleanup cost
exceeded $3 million, which is over $5.8 million
in today’s dollars. Remember, these are our
neighbors. They both experienced essentially the
same environmental accident and got caught
without sufficient Financial Assurance



protections.

So Rise Grass Valley, if you want to be
considered for a Special Use Permit to reopen
the Idaho Maryland Mine, it’s not quite as
simple as petitioning the County. According to
County policy, you also need to prove that you
have “accessible” financial resources to cover all
damages that may stem from your project. How
much is that you ask? It’s going to cost you a
minimum of $131 million upfront. Think of it as
a poker game. If you want to get in the game, it
will take $131 million to open!

Why $131 million? After investigating the
environmental cleanup costs our neighbors paid,
plus reviewing standard environmental
assurances required for gold mining projects
throughout the United States, I came up with the
following:

General Liability and Environmental Mitigation
bond (Ten-Year Period): $80,000,000.

General Environmental Clean-Up Bond:
$15,000,000

Cash Account: $5,000,000 to pay for County
staff expenses and oversight of monitoring
programs associated with the mine for the
project’s full duration.

Domestic Well Water Monitoring Bond (Not
clean-up!): $2,000,000



NID Requirement: $14,000,000

Air Quality Monitoring and Dust Mitigation
Bond: 2,000,000

Water Discharge Quality Monitoring Bond:
$2,000,000

Seismic Monitoring Bond: $3,500,000

Centennial Site Clean-up Performance Bond:
$7,600,000

Total: $131,100,000

All these numbers, backed by references, will be
presented at the FINAL Board of Supervisors
public hearing for the proposed use permit and
environmental report on the Idaho-Maryland
Mine – Feb 15 & 16.

If Nevada County doesn’t protect itself, it could
potentially be exposed to a huge financial
liability. There are many reasons not to reopen
the Idaho Maryland Mine, and they’ve all been
discussed at great length. Except for one.
Financial Assurances. To put it simply, if we
don’t want to expose our community to great
financial risk, if we don’t want to potentially
bankrupt Nevada County, our Supervisors must,
as required by it’s own policy, secure from the
Rise Grass Valley over $131 million in Financial
Assurances, up front, as part of any request to
reopen the mine.



It doesn’t cost the County anything to require
Financial Assurances! It could cost the County
millions if it doesn’t.

$131 million is the minimum to get into the
game. Let’s call their bluff!

Tim Ogburn



You don't often get email from Learn why this is important

From: BOS Public Comment
To: Claire Swanson; Lauriana Cecchi
Subject: FW: Rise Gold Public Comment -- Capitalization and Bonding
Date: Friday, February 9, 2024 7:53:54 AM
Attachments: image.png

image001.png

Tine Mathiasen

From: 
Sent: Friday, February 9, 2024 7:49 AM
To: BOS Public Comment <BOS.PublicComment@nevadacountyca.gov>; 

Subject: Rise Gold Public Comment -- Capitalization and Bonding

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't
recognize the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

My name is Luke Hunt. My family and I live at . My
wife Heather and I own a business in Nevada City and through her, our children are
4th-generation Nevada County residents.  All three of Heather's siblings and their
families have homes and businesses here.

Rise Gold (RYES) is a penny stock that trades over the counter. In 2014, the share
price peaked at $136. The current price is fifteen cents, barely 1/1,000th the value at
peak. If we decide to bet on this horse, can it even make it to the racetrack?  If it dies
and takes others down with it, we will have to answer why such a liability was ever
allowed on the track. Like racing, part of the allure of mining investment is the
assurance of the unexpected. Something exciting is almost certain to happen. If the
unexpected happens to be on the downside, is RYSE sufficiently capitalized to be
able to recover? Who would loan to a company trading at 0.1% of its former value?

The public is always the final backstop after insurance, bonding and assets are
exhausted. Mining near population centers is risky for everyone with ties to those
towns, especially when the affected towns thrive on the promise of an exceptional
quality of life.  The North San Juan Mine should figure prominently in our risk
assessment.  What level of disaster is so unlikely that the public (aka our families'
health and our community's wealth) is indeed an appropriate financial backstop. Since

District 1
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we could be footing the ultimate bill, is there sufficient reward, and for whom?
 
During the Planning Commission meeting, we heard Nevada Irrigation District's
recommendation for a bond in the amount necessary to expand water delivery to
properties with wells that may be affected by mining operations.  The bond was a
nominal amount, less than $15M, but RYSE balked. NID limited the bond amount to a
clearly-defined risk that would cause an emergency (water shut off) for those affected.
Those affected should not have to wait for years of litigation to turn on their tap. A
bond is an obvious solution. Furthermore, it is not an unexpected outcome; in fact, it's
one with an (albeit minimalist) mitigation plan that happened recently in our
neighboring North San Juan Ridge community. This is obviously a bad sign. Nevada
County should require security for the truly unexpected. The children who spoke at
the public hearings have some ideas what those risky outcomes might be and the
impacts are not limited to a few wells. 
 
RYSE proposes an unusual business that is fraught (or blessed) with uncertainty. 
The public shouldn't backstop this kind of in-town prospecting by a penny-stock
company.
 
Thank you,
 
Luke Hunt
 
attachment: Rise Gold's OTC Price History from Google Finance accessed 2/8/2024



From: BOS Public Comment
To: Claire Swanson; Lauriana Cecchi
Subject: FW: For the Board’s consideration regarding the Rise Mine reopening.
Date: Friday, February 9, 2024 7:53:49 AM
Attachments: EmpireMineSign.heic
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Tine Mathiasen

 
From:  
Sent: Saturday, February 3, 2024 4:59 PM
To: BOS Public Comment <BOS.PublicComment@nevadacountyca.gov>
Subject: For the Board’s consideration regarding the Rise Mine reopening.
 
[You don't often get email from Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are not expecting this email or don't recognize
the sender, consider deleting.

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If
you have more questions search for Cybersecurity Awareness on the County InfoNet.

Hi. I’m John Bianchi. My home, which has been in the family for over forty years, is near the proposed
mine. I am out of the country and can’t be there for the hearing.
The sign in this photo hangs on a fence separating the public walking trail from the dangerously
contaminated land at the site of the Empire Mine.
The mine closed in 1956 - over sixty eight years ago.
Over its operation, the mine produced approximately 5.8 million ounces of gold. At the current price of
gold, this would value around $10 billion.
To paraphrase the cute T-shirts sold at tourist destinations:
“The mine company got $10,000,000,000 and all we got is this contaminated land, this fence and this
sign.”

I would like to have this picture and the statement above presented at the hearing.

I wish I could be there to present this myself. I hope someone can be my proxy.
Thanks for all you do.
John Bianchi
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