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All newly constructed single-family 

residences shall be served by a driveway. 

Any subdivision proposing that two (2) lots 

be served by a common driveway shall have 

the driveway constructed prior to the map 

recordation. The driveway shall meet the 

following construction standards as 

administered by the Building Department 

through a driveway permit when a grading 

permit is not applicable.  
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on each side of the driveway measured from the 
shoulder. 

9. Roadside vegetation: A fuel modification ar-
ea shall be provided for a distance of ten (10) 
feet on each side of the driveway measured 
from the shoulder. 

10. All appropriate grading, drainage and ero-

sion control shall be included pursuant to Title 

14, Chapter 12 of the Nevada County Code. 

 

11. Lateral slopes must be designed and in-

stalled to accommodate a minimum 2% and 

maximum 4% cross slopes, taking topography 

into consideration. (Ord. 1748; Ord. 1919; Ord. 

2323) 

 

D. Gates on Driveways. 

 

1. Gate entrances shall be at least two feet wider 

than the width of the traffic lanes serving the 

gate. 
 
2. All gates providing access from a road to a 
driveway or another road shall be located at 
least thirty (30) feet away from the edge of 
pavement of the primary roadway and shall 
open to allow a vehicle to stop without obstruct-
ing traffic on that primary road. (Ord. 2323) 
 
3.  Security gates shall not be installed without 
approval of the Fire Marshal’s Office of the fire 
authority having jurisdiction. Where security 
gates are installed, they shall have an approved 
means of emergency operation. The security 
gates and the emergency operation shall be 
maintained operational at all times.  
 

Nevada County Codes 

For additional information on the 

Nevada County Zoning Regulations 

please refer to the Nevada County 

Codes webpage at:  

 

https://

www.nevadacountyca.gov/1073/Land-

Use-Development-Codes 

 

To see what else the Planning Depart-

ment does visit the Nevada County 

Planning Department Homepage at: 

 

https://www.nevadacountyca.gov/512/

Planning-Department 

Private Driveway 

Construction Standards 



A. Driveway Grade 

1. Below 4,000 feet elevation, driveway grade 
shall not exceed sixteen percent (16%) unless 
a Petition for Exceptions is supported by the 
County Fire Marshal or his or her appointed 
designee and granted by the planning agency 
having jurisdiction over the land use entitle-
ment. Notwithstanding Sec. L-XVI 2.6, Ex-
ceptions to Standards, there shall be no ex-
ceptions granted for grades in excess of twen-
ty-five percent (25%). 

2. At or above 4,000 feet elevation, driveway 
grade shall not exceed sixteen percent (16%) 
maximum. Notwithstanding Sec. L-XVI 2.6, 
Exceptions to Standards, there shall be no 
exceptions granted for grades in excess of 
sixteen percent (16%) where elevations range 
above 4,000 feet. 

 
B. Driveway Surface 

1. Driveway surfaces shall be capable of sup-
porting a 40,000 pound legally-loaded vehi-
cle as outlined below: 

a. Driveways and segments thereof that are 
between zero (0%) and sixteen percent (16%) 
grade shall be capable of supporting a 
40,000 pound legally loaded vehicle as certi-
fied by a registered civil engineer, or a mini-
mum of four (4) inch Class II aggregate base 
(see detail above). 

b. Driveways and segments thereof that are 
sixteen point one percent (16.1%) grade and 
above, shall be designed and certified by a 
registered civil engineer. Prior to foundation 
inspection, the engineer shall provide 
stamped and signed written verification to 
the County Fire Marshal or his or her ap-
pointed designee that the rough grade com-
plies with the site plan. Prior to, or concur-
rent with, final inspection, the engineer shall 
provide stamped and signed written verifica-
tion that the final driveway complies with the 
site plan. 

Private Driveway Construction Standards 
Sec. 4.03.020 

2. Driveways between sixteen point one per-
cent (16.1%) and twenty percent (20.0%) 
grade shall be engineered with an all-weather 
surface. 
 
C. Driveway Design 

1.At least the first thirty (30) feet of the drive-
way encroachment from the edge of pave-
ment of the primary roadway shall be paved 
and shall conform to the design standards for 
driveway encroachments as illustrated in the 
Nevada County Department of Public Works 
Standards Drawings, available from the De-
partment of Public Works (see detail above). 

2. The driveway must be built within fifty 
(50) feet of the nearest point of each dwelling 
unit. 

3. Surface width shall be ten (10) feet mini-
mum with one (1) foot shoulders and four-
teen (14) feet unobstructed horizontal clear-
ance for driveway grades up to sixteen per-
cent (16%). For grades between sixteen point 
one percent (16.1%) and twenty percent 
(20%), a twelve (12) foot minimum surface 
width with additional one (1) foot shoulders 
is required. 

4. Vertical clearance shall be fifteen (15) feet 
minimum, measured from the outside edge of 
the shoulder. 

5. Curve radius shall be fifty (50) feet mini-
mum from centerline. For all driveway radii 
less than one hundred (100) feet, an addi-
tional four (4) feet of surfacing shall be pro-
vided on said curves. For all driveway radii 
between one hundred (100) and two hundred 
(200) feet, an additional two (2) feet surfac-
ing shall be provided on said curves. All 
driveways shall also comply with Nevada 

County Code Section 16.10.040.F, Design Ge-
ometrics: Curve Widening (see detail above). 

6. Back-out maneuvering area in front of 
parking garages and open parking stalls shall 
be twenty-four (24) feet. 

 
7. Turnouts and Turnarounds 

a. For driveways that are three hundred (300) 
feet or more in length, a turnaround or ham-
merhead with a maximum grade of twelve 
(12) percent shall be provided within fifty (50) 
feet of the dwelling (see hammerhead detail 
above). 

b. Driveways exceeding one hundred fifty 
(150) feet in length, but less than eight hun-
dred (800) feet in length, shall provide a turn-
out near the midpoint of the driveway. 

c. Driveways exceeding eight hundred (800) 
feet shall provide turnouts no more than four 
hundred (400) feet apart. 

 

d.  Turnaround: The terminus bulb shall have 
a minimum forty (40)-foot radius  

e. Hammerhead T: The long axis shall be a 
minimum of sixty (60) feet and the leg shall 
be a minimum of forty (40) feet (see detail 
above). 

f. Turnouts shall be a minimum of twelve (12) 
feet wide and thirty (30) feet long with a mini-
mum twenty-five (25) foot taper on each end. 

8. All bridge and culvert portions of the drive-
way shall support a 40,000 pound legally 
loaded vehicle 

Roadside vegetation: A fuel modification area 
shall be provided for a distance of ten (10) feet 


